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NO SAFE HARBOUR: LIFTING
THE LID ON A MISUNDERSTOOD
TRAFFICKING CRIME
This is a very recent heading taken from a UN Report which
struck me as deeply sad at this approaching time when we
think of the journey of Mary to Bethlehem. Mary is pregnant
with child, a refugee, needing to register, with nowhere to
lay her head, she is forced to go to the only place possible, a
stable only fit for animals. In the story of human trafficking,
the trafficked are forced by the traffickers to stay in certain
local situations with no possibility of escape. We know that
many of these places where they are forcefully harboured,
is also only fit for the cattle. Covid time has given traffickers
opportunities we would hardly imagine both on and offline
to capture a human person, through duping and false hope,
into even more incredibly dire circumstances than ever
before Covid. These are in sleazy places where online cyber
trafficking is filmed and in places where slave labour in factories and fields can easily be used for
places of harbour. RENATE invites all their readers and especially at this time of goodwill to all
people, to speak out and take action against this heinous crime which leave millions of human
beings, at Christmas time, suffering total degradation by their forced circumstances of squat-like
shelter and poor food. It is truly hard to believe such stories in 2021.
We wish all our friends, colleagues, partners and benefactors a very happy Christmas. RENATE
is forever grateful for your constant support and collaboration. It is only together that we
can make a difference. This can be seen even in small ways as survivors begin to find new life.
Christmas is a time of hope and together this is what we bring to one another in this difficult and
challenging mission.

Happy Christmas to you all and may the New Year be filled with
blessings and new hope for all. Imelda….
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little girls’, an animated short film highlighting
the broken dreams of two young women sold
into prostitution after moving overseas for
work; ‘‘They’re children not slaves” focusing on
child trafficking and exploitation in Albania.

As a dynamic anti-human trafficking
awareness-raising initiative, the RENATE
network held its first festival of films on Sunday,
12 September 2021 at the Royal Society of
Arts (RSA) and British Academy of Film and
Television Arts (BAFTA), London, UK.
In addition to screening of films created by
youth who participated in the Film Competition
component of the Festival of Films, the festival
included an exhibition of art by victims of
trafficking, and the announcement of the
winners in a short-film competition – with a
viewing of their works.
Nine films made by RENATE members and
friends were shown at the RSA in three viewing
areas, followed by discussions. Amongst the
films screened were ‘L’invisibles,’ about street
children in France, produced largely by Secours
Catholique – Caritas France; the documentary
‘Sisters Act’ about the work of RENATE in
Albania. ‘Ivan’ from Slovakia, highlighting the
heart-breaking true story of a man tricked into
forced labour in slave-like conditions; ‘Two
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L-R, Imelda Poole, IBVM, RENATE President & TIP Hero
2021; Rachel Sweetman, RENATE Social Media; Marie
Power, HFBX, Dr Jon Hackett, head of the Department
of Communications, Media and Marketing and Professor of Film and Communications at St Mary’s University,
Twickenham & ……….?????

Presentations were made to winners of the
Europe-wide RENATE short-film competition
for young people. First prize went to Elliott
Engberg, a student at the Warsaw Film School.
His movie‘Traffic’, showing the commodification
of human life, was uncomfortable viewing but
strikingly powerful. Speaking from Poland by
zoom he said: “this is a topic I care about and I
wanted to force the audience to view a scene
of a young woman being abducted and sold
to the highest bidder online – probably on the
dark web. This happens every day.”
Second place for ‘Humans – Not for Sale’ went
to ‘A’ level students from London, Joel Black and
Shadman Jabir. They used a hand-held camera
to film ‘victims’ trying to escape, highlighting
their vulnerability and disorientation. The
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third place winner was young animator Emily
Downe. Her highly original film ‘Plain Sight’,
based on drawings she made while walking
around Soho, showed how victims of modern
slavery are there in our city streets in broad
daylight – and we need to be more conscious
of their presence.
There were calls for the UK’s Modern Slavery
Act of 2015 to be better enforced. And it was
felt that the international Anti-Slavery Day on

18 October is a key opportunity to highlight
human trafficking and its causes, using some
of the festival’s 12 films to raise awareness.
All the films are available on the RENATE
Events website: www.renateevents.net/
For other media coverage of the film festival,
see Ellen Teague’s article on The Tablet

World Day against Trafficking in Persons-30 July 2021.
This year’s theme put victims of human
trafficking at the centre of the 30 July World Day
against Trafficking in Persons campaign and
highlighted the importance of listening to and
learning from survivors of human trafficking.
The campaign portrayed survivors as key
actors in the fight against human trafficking
and focused on the crucial role they play in
establishing effective measures to prevent this
crime, identify and rescue victims and support
them on their road to rehabilitation.
Learning from victims’ experiences and
turning their suggestions into concrete actions
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will lead to a more victim-centred and effective
approach in combating human trafficking.
Together with Talitha Kum members across
the world, the RENATE network participated
in this year’s Social media campaign
#CareAgainstTrafficking, creating a series of
visuals which convey the work of Religious
sisters in the mission to care against trafficking.
Follow us on all the social media platforms:
FaceBook: @renateurope
Twitter:@RenateEurope1
Instagram: renate_europe
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Launch of
RENATE Research
Legal Assistance for
Victims of Trafficking
across Europe.
On 15 July 2021, RENATE launched its
latest research, entitled ‘Legal Assistance
for Victims of Trafficking across Europe with
Special reference to six European Countries.’
The launch took place via Zoom, with 130
people attending from Europe and beyond.
The evidence-based research examines
the provision of legal assistance to victims of
trafficking in Albania, Bulgaria, England and
Wales, Germany, Romania and Spain. Covering
the three thematic areas of Awareness,
Access and Quality, the research provides
an understanding of how legal aid works in
each of the six countries and explores the
challenges to inform and promote advocacy.
The research acknowledges there are varying
degrees of continuous efforts to eliminate the
issue of Human Trafficking and exploitation
amongst the six European countries in the
research, concerns are expressed for the little
positive results.
Critical findings
are that there is
an EU dimension
to the problem
and this in turn,
demands an EU
collaborative
response to make
an impact on the
issue of Human
Trafficking.
Free Legal aid
is a precondition
for the safety and
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protection of all victims of trafficking. Linked
to this reality is that identification is key to the
entitlement of legal aid. In this regard, a key
area is the detection of potential victims and
associated concerns for how the identification
process takes place; what are the criteria and
who decides. The vital role played by NGOs
in the provision of legal assistance has been
confirmed by the positive feedback received in
this regard, in contrast to obstacles to accessing
free governmental legal assistance such as
government policies and formal processes
which oftentimes make for protracted waiting
times, and ensuing despair and lack of trust.
In light of the aforementioned, the research
finds it is necessary that NGOs should also
be recognised as having in role to play in the
identification of victims.
Throughout the six participating countries,
it was found that there are inordinately long
waiting times for legal aid and possible lengthy
travel distances in order to access a provider
of legal aid specific to the crims of human
trafficking, which pose considerable obstacles
to access for already vulnerable people who
may not trust the authorities, may not have
the language capacities and certainly do not
have associated regular supports of friends
and family as might be enjoyed by others
accessing legal assistance.
Read the full report
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Trafficking in
Person’s
Report 2021
This year’s report honours eight 2021 TIP
Report Heroes, individuals from around the
world whose tireless efforts have made a
lasting impact on the fight against human
trafficking. It is a tremendous uplift to see
RENATE President, Imelda Poole, IBVM,
recognised with seven other inspirational
leaders, Ms. Josiana Lina Bemaka-Soui, Central
African Republic; Ms. Chantal Sagbo Sasse
ep.Guedet Mandzela, Gabon; Mr. Shoichi
Ibusuki, Japan; Ms. Shakhnoza Khassanova,
Kazakhstan; Ms. Guillermina Cabrera Figueroa,
Mexico; Mohammed al-Obaidly, Qatar and
Rocío Mora-Nieto, Spain. Each person was
carefully considered and finally chosen for this
honour, where they have been described as
an inspiring group of leaders, with the award
celebrating their important and vital work.
Over the coming year, the honorees will
embark on a State Department-funded
International Visitor Leadership Program
(IVLP), a virtual exchange program that

will allow them to gain professional
development experience and connect with
American communities and organizations
committed to ending human trafficking.
While the TIP report and its findings make for
sobering reading, let us be inspired by the
encouragement from Ms. Kari Johnstone, Acting
Director of the Office to Monitor and Combat
Trafficking in Persons, US State Department.
‘’It is through collaboration and collective
understanding of both the nuances of our
profoundly changed world and the needs of
those affected most by the compounding
effects of both human trafficking and the
COVID-19 pandemic that a path forward
emerges.’’
Access the report here

Tune in to listen to RENATE member, Garry
Smith, CEO Medaille Trust UK, share some
insights into his work to help support survivors
of human trafficking and how to work together
to end this crime against humanity.
Watch the Tedx talk here
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RENATE
Europe President,
Imelda Poole, IBVM,
chosen as a TIP Report
2021 Hero!

On 1 July 2021, the US State Department
launched the Trafficking in Persons’ Report
(TIP Report, 2021) and also announced eight
‘TIP Report Heroes,’ amongst whom is Imelda
Poole, IBVM, President RENATE Europe.
Imelda, together with Ms. Josiana Lina BemakaSoui, Central African Republic; Ms. Chantal Sagbo
Sasse ep.Guedet Mandzela, Gabon; Mr. Shoichi
Ibusuki, Japan; Ms. Shakhnoza Khassanova,
Kazakhstan; Ms. Guillermina Cabrera Figueroa,
Mexico; Mohammed al-Obaidly, Qatar and
Rocío Mora-Nieto, Spain, were each carefully
considered and finally chosen for this honour,
where they have been described as an inspiring
group of leaders, with the award celebrating
their important and vital work.
Imelda’s citation is as follows:
Citation
In recognition of her exceptional activism in
combating human trafficking in Albania and
across Europe that has achieved systematic
change through grassroots action, employing
big picture solutions to address the root causes
of vulnerability to the crime, and empowering
those with lived experience through her
organization’s principles of freedom, justice,
truth, and joy.
Imelda Poole is a member of the IBVM (Mary
Ward) congregation and serves as president
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of the Religious in Europe Networking Against
Trafficking and Exploitation (RENATE), an
expansive network of European women religious
on the frontlines of the fight against human
trafficking from 31 countries. As president
of RENATE, Imelda has travelled throughout
Europe to lead mentoring and training sessions
and has become a leading spokesperson for
anti-trafficking initiatives in Europe.
Imelda has always been adaptive to meet
current needs. When her ministry moved to
Albania in 2005, she quickly helped establish
an NGO called Mary Ward Loreto (MWL) in
Albania and continues to ably lead it today.
Under Imelda’s strategic direction, MWL aims
to address the root causes of human trafficking,
focusing on areas where the populations are
most vulnerable to trafficking, including Roma,
migrants, women, and children. Imelda and the
staff at MWL have worked with more than 3,000
women and set up 16 economic empowerment
businesses throughout Albania.
Because of her passion about the cause to
which Imelda has committed her life, she also
engages in extensive cross-border work and has
cultivated support for the anti-trafficking cause
across the world.
While urgency must always apply to the fight
to end human trafficking, the implications of
the continuing COVID-19 pandemic places
an urgency for all stakeholders to work
collaboratively. RENATE continues to extend its
reach across multiple networks across Europe,
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providing victim-centred and trauma-informed
approaches to work at grass-roots and other
levels.
In understanding that human trafficking and
exploitation are global concerns, necessitating
a global response, RENATE continues to call
for an increase in efforts to identify and care
for victims of human trafficking whilst at the
same time, ensuring these very same victims
are not further traumatized by being punished
for crimes which traffickers compelled them to
commit. Increased incidences of prosecution of

traffickers is essential in terms of both justice
and the protection of freedom and the dignity
of the human person.
#RENATEEUROPE
#endhumantrafficking
#breakthechains
#humantraffickingawareness
#RENATESAYSNO
Tattoos, de-branding and freedom
from modern slavery | Garry Smith |
TEDxUniversityofBristol

Imelda Poole, RENATE
President & TIP hero
2021 speaks at webinar
‘’Empowering a New
Generation to Fight
Modern Slavery,’’ Rome,
October 2021.
Watch back over the seminar Empowering
a New Generation to fight Modern Slavery,
jointly hosted by the US Embassy to the
Holy See and the Embassy of Ireland to the
Holy See and hear Imelda Poole, President
of the RENATE network & 2021 TIP
Hero Award recipient; Gabriella Bottani,
International Coordinator, Talitha Kum &
2019 TIP.
Hero Award recipient; Blessing Okoedion,
President of Weavers of Hope, APS & 2018 TIP.
Hero Award recipient and Sr. Monica
Chickwe, Vice-President Slaves No More,
speak to the theme ‘’Empowering a new
Generation to Fight Modern Slavery’’
on 4 October at an event led by the US
Embassy at the Holy See.
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Welcoming remarks were made by both
Mr. Patrick Connell, Charge’ d’Affaires
US Embassy to the Holy See & Sr. Patricia
Murray, IBVM,
Executive Secretary, International Union
of Superiors General.
Mr. Derek Hannon, Irish Ambassador to
the Holy See made the Closing remarks.
The event was moderated by Ms. Barbie
Latza Nadeau, journalist & author.
To view:
EMPOWERING A NEW GENERATION TO
FIGHT MODERN SLAVERY 14 Oct 2021 YouTube
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Congratulations to RENATE network member
Brikena Puka and all her team at Qendra Psiko-Sociale
‘’VATRA’’ on being awarded a Child10 award for 2021, at a
ceremony in Stockholm, officiated by HM Queen Silvia

On 18 October 2021, HM Queen Silvia’s
Foundation Care About the Children and
Child10 held a seminar at the Royal Castle in
Stockholm to highlight the EU Anti-Trafficking
Day. The event brought together the
international public, private and civil society
sector together to enhance collaboration and
discuss joint challenges.
During the seminar the Child10 Awarded
Members of 2021 received their Child10 Award
from HM Queen Silvia.
HM Queen Silvia expressed her gratitude
to all saying ‘’Thank you for your exceptional
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work to combat trafficking and other forms
of commercial sexual exploitation of children.
Organizations such as yours, working directly
with these children, either in person or
online, are essential in order to ensure a safe
environment for children to seek help.’’
The full list of organizations receiving the
Award was as follows:
Nvo Astra eLiberare Ellencentret Footprint
to freedom survivor-led consultancy Lightup
Germany Lightup Norway Lightup Austria
MARTA Udruzenje “Novi put”/Association “Novi
put” Novahuset - föreningen mot sexuellt våld
Qendra Psiko-Sociale “Vatra” IROKO Onlus
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Congratulations to RENATE network members at
Community House Damaris, Greece, on opening a
second safe house for women and girls recovering
from the traumas of human trafficking.
Dina Petrou, Director Community House Damaris, shares her Blog with us!
My dear friends,
Autumn is here and we have begun the
regular rhythm of our Day Program classes,
refreshed and renewed after our summer
holidays. I personally joined Damaris’ group
of our girls and babies, along with our two
American House managers and our French
speaking translator for a 1-week stay at a
Christian Camp near the sea in Northern Greece.
We had a wonderful time there, enjoying the
sun and the sea, the beautiful nature and of
course each other’s company, being carefree
and relaxed. I would like to thank all of you, my
friends, for your tangible support and prayers
for this summer break!
Damaris’ Hospitality Program goes handin-hand with our Day Program classes. As
you already know, the renovation of the new
extended Day Program Classroom has come to
an end, but we still need to cover the cost of
the last – out of three in total – renovation
installment plan. I invite you to consider
helping us embrace and welcome into our
Programs these young, traumatized mothers
along with their children. Please consider
helping tangibly in one of the following ways:
• Covering the cost of the last – out of three in
total – renovation installment plan which
amounts to $20,000.
• Covering the cost of the constructor’s
paycheck which amounts to $8,300.
• Covering the cost of the civil engineer’s
paycheck which amounts to $3,200.
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•
•

Covering the cost of the network
installation which amounts to $1,200.
By offering ANY AMOUNT - even what you
may think is a small commitment will go
very, very far in this time of great need.

As I have shared with you in the past, being
faithful to my personal calling, I continue
praying and looking with faith expectantly at
what will come out of His hand. I take both the
expansion of the Day Program Classroom as
well as the second Safe House as His gifts for
the continuation of this ministry through the
support of all of you. In the midst of a great
refugee crisis in Greece, God keeps providing
richly and we are trying to do our best in order
to honor Him.
Love in Christ,
Dina
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COP26 1-12 November 2021- Glasgow, Scotland- reflection.
COP26 is the annual UN climate conference,
a ‘Conference of Parties’ (CoP) and is a summit
of 197 countries/parties which are part of the
UN’s climate change treaty, the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change or ‘UNFCCC’.
This year is the 26th year of the ‘conference of
parties’ which took place at the Scottish Event
Campus (SEC) in Glasgow, Scotland, from 1-12
November 2021.
Climate change and global warming are
recognised ‘Push factors’ in human trafficking and
exploitation. Due to the ongoing negative impacts
of climate change, already vulnerable people are
unable to work and live in a location which is no
longer safe or cannot sustain their existence. They
leave their homes in order to make a better life for
themselves and their families. In doing so, they
can easily fall prey to traffickers and those who

ruthlessly exploit the vulnerable.
Governments and negotiators from across
the world travelled to the meet to discuss how
to keep global temperatures below dangerous
levels and prevent the climate crisis from
causing even worse catastrophes for the world’s
poorest and most vulnerable people.
So what really happened at COP26? Tune
into Laudato ‘Si https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=p-aVMyCQ5F0 to hear Yeb Saño,
Executive Director of Greenpeace Southeast
Asia; Sr. Marvie Misolas, Maryknoll Office for
Global Affairs; Sr. Kate Midgley, Missionary of the
Columban Sisters; and Lindlyn Moma, Advocacy
Director of the Laudato Si’ Movement, share
their thoughts in response to that question and
discuss whether the vital UN summit went far
enough for our common home.

RENATE member Jana Urbanová, CARITAS Slovakia, shares
about a Fair Fashion event – “A Sunday full of inspiration:
A look behind the event Fashion and/as Business.’’
On Sunday afternoon, August 22, we opened
the gates of the charity garden under the city
walls and welcomed guests to a non-traditional
fashion event called Fashion and/as Business.
For a few hours, the garden became a showcase
and a place for discussion and relaxation for the
general public. The event was organized by the
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STOP Human Trafficking project team. In the
renovated garden full of flowers and summer
sun, the original pieces of donated clothes, shoes
and accessories were waiting for visitors, which
could acquire them for symbolic amounts. In this
way, we pointed out that second-hand clothes
still have their value. Renewing one’s wardrobe
December 2021 - Newsletter

We can do a lot today
to make our lives better.
However, our (consumer)
behavior
also
affects
people
thousands
of
miles away from us, who
produce clothes - and
many other goods - This
often takes place in
indecent and exploitative
working conditions, which
are one of the modern
forms of slavery and lead
to damage to their health
and pollution of the
environment.

doesn’t have to cost you too much and even the
planet does not have to pay for it the way it does
in a fast and massive production of brand new
garments which is being imported to our market
every other week. We just need to learn to use
what we already have within our reach.
The whole program of the event, including
the fashion show, was reflecting this idea. The
mood was lifted by carefully selected music,
non-traditional, creative models, as well as dance
creations by models who performed them to
the rhythmic applause of the audience. Thanks
to their creative approach, the following charity
auction also met with a success that we did not
expect.
Let’s not persuade, but let others be inspired
by our work and life
An important point of the event was an informal
panel discussion with inspiring guests about
social entrepreneurship, responsible shopping
and how to donate a more beautiful life to each
other and the planet. There was Tomáš Horváth,
our former colleague and co-founder of the
sobi.eco brand, activist Igor Hanečák from the
Recycler platform and Katka Peterová alias La
Florita, a slow fashion blogger who is a member
of the Fashion Revolution team in Slovakia.
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However, as a consumer,
we have the power to
support what we consider meaningful and
thus inspire others. As one of Igor Hanečák’s
slogans, which he shared during the discussion,
was: “what you support, grows”. Finally, to bring
about effective change, “let us not persuade,
but let us inspire others.”
Proceeds from the event will help children
The amount collected at the event was
exactly 1,552.74 euros and 500 forints, for
which we are very thankful. They will be used
for a charity project of the Social Scholarship
for children from socially disadvantaged
families and children in foster care facilities.
Charity will pay for their tutoring and school
trips, supporting those with less opportunities
so that their talents can grow and they have a
chance for a better future.
Photo gallery – link on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/media/
set?vanity=STOPobchodovaniu&set
=a.1967686090052828
Slovak article / https://www.charita.
sk/nedela-plna-inspiracie-obzretie-zapodujatim-moda-a-ako-obchod/
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RENATE Contributes to events organised by the
Conference of INGOs at the Council of Europe on 18 October 2021, to mark the International Day
for the Eradication of Poverty (17 October) and
the European Anti-Trafficking Day (18 October).
The Conference of INGOs
organised two events on 18
October 2021, to mark the
International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty (17
October) and the European
Anti-Trafficking Day (18
October).
A ceremony with senior
officials of the Council of
Europe was held outside
the Palais de l’Europe from
12h30 - 13h15. Testimonies
of persons who have been
a victim of trafficking or
whose rights to decent work have been
denied were presented.
RENATE member Ana Stakaj spoke at
the webinar which followed. Her Topic
included the issues of women, girls and
family life. The setting was Albania and the
focus was exploitation of these vulnerable
people who are denied access to work or
are exploited and become victims of human
trafficking. Articles 1, 2, 3, 4 and 26 of
the revised European Social Charter relates
to the formality of work; usefulness of work
and impact on the environment, respect for
the rights and dignity of all persons.
Dr Mary McHugh, RENATE representative
at the INGO Council of Europe, helped
in the planning of this webinar. Sr Marie
Helene Halligan (Good Shepherd) former
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RENATE rep at the INGO and Marie
Christine Davy, another RENATE rep at the
INGO, were in attendance at this important
event. Dr Mary McHugh and others from
RENATE were present virtually at this event.
Congratulations to all concerned.
We are grateful to all of you who helped
RENATE give voice to the vulnerable,
through your sharing of stories from your
own ministries, which make the harsh
realities of human trafficking very ‘’real’’ for
those who attended and heard.
To view the webinar: https://m.facebook.
com/story.php?story_fbid=102090893517
47728&id=1736698562.
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Events throughout the
RENATE Network to mark
European Day against
Human Trafficking,
October 18, 2021
RENATE members throughout the network were
engaged in Prayer and dedicated Liturgies to mark
the 18 October.

1

RENATE member Sr. Victoria Simic, took the
opportunity for the full week, to talk about the
topic of Human Trafficking with the students in
schools where she works, saying
‘’For me it’s always a good occasion every year to
inform a new generation about the problem.
In the community where I live, we also include this
intention in our common prayer that day, just adding a
petition during Morning prayer.
We also received last month from our Generalate
our “vision - mission” definition for our Congregation
concerning the work against trafficking in people,
and I’m going to introduce it soon to the Provincial
leadership of our Croatian Province.
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From the Netherlands, RENATE Trustee Ivonne
van de Kar shared news that the Provincial
Council were meeting and she has prepared
prayers with handouts that centre on Human Trafficking
with the aim of raising awareness amongst priests who
because they are few, are focused on the liturgy and
have no time to do other pastoral work.
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On 18 October 2021, in Ireland, APT/AMRI (Act
to Prevent Trafficking) took the opportunity to
launch their anti-human trafficking education
programme for senior post-primary students
‘’cAPTives.’’ Comprising 4 modules + an additional
module on cyber-safety, the Programme will be a first
for Irish schools and it is hoped that as many schools as
possible will avail of the programme

4

Continuing her annual awareness-raising
activities, in Malta - Margaret Gonzi, OLCGS,
set up an exhibition on Human Trafficking in
the Good Shepherd Chapel in view of a new group of
people coming for Mass on the 17th October 2021.
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Maria Decker at SOLWODI Germany shared
about a national press release and an awareness
campaign on SOLWODI social media (Facebook,
Instagram, Homepage).
In the UK, the Medaille Trust launched a Modern
Slavery Exhibition entitled unmasked, which
was officially opened by Dame Sara Thornton
and Cllr Simon Bound at Westbury Manor.
Medaille Trust is in partnership with other
organisations have put together this Exhibition for Anti
-slavery Day which will run for the next year around the
Hampshire area. The exhibits are from the Trust’s clients
and is quite powerful when seen live and as such, it is a
journey through compelling stories of Modern Slavery
Survivors.
For more:
https://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2021-10-04/
modern-slavery-remains-a-significant-threat-inhampshire
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RENATE launched its webinar ‘’Working
against Human Trafficking during the time
of COVID-19 Pandemic,’’ originally recorded at
the UN CSW65 in March 2021 and now available on the
RENATE YouTube site.
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In Albania “UN Gift Box” on display in
Rreshen, Albania, 19 & 20 October 2021.
The “UN Gift Box” campaign was officially
launched on 19 October in Rrëshen-Albania, as
an activity organized by the URAT Network, as an
awareness-raising initiative in Albania where the
entire month of October is designated to anti-Human
Trafficking.
Representatives of the institutions in the municipality
and county level, and the Catholic church, joined the
opening event and conveyed their message to the
public to combat human trafficking together.
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The GiftBox activity aims to raise awareness and
inform the community about trafficking in human
beings. It also helps people to identify preventive
methods of this phenomenon.
25 volunteers, a youth group from the high schools,
who are trained for the campaign, are involved and
contributing to the awareness raising.
In Rreshen, the UN Gift Box is open and available for
the public on two days, 19 and 20 of October.
Everyone can save a victim from this crime against
humanity!
#RrjetiUrat
#MaryWardLoreto
#StopHumanTraffiking
#Renate
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In GREECE RENATE members at Community
House DAMARIS, marked the EU anti-human
trafficking day by holding a Walk for Freedom.
RENATE members and Representatives from
Community House DAMARIS participated in a silent
walk for the millions of victims of human trafficking. The
“Walk for Freedom’’ challenge was coordinated by A21
and took place in downtown Athens, on the occasion
of the European Day against Human Trafficking.
Walk For Freedom: Μια σιωπηλή πορεία για τα
εκατομμύρια θύματα εμπορίας ανθρώπων. To Κοινοτικό
Σπίτι Δάμαρις περπάτησε και φέτος για την Ελευθερία,
στην καθιερωμένη πορεία που διοργανώθηκε από το
Α21 σήμερα στην Αθήνα, με αφορμή την Πανευρωπαϊκή
Ημέρα κατά της Εμπορίας Ανθρώπων.
For more information: www.damaris.gr
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Hungary 18 Oct 21 event held on 16th
October Hungary Event.
To mark the EU International Day
against Human Trafficking, RENATE colleagues in
SOLWODI Hungary presented a day’s conference
to raise awareness about human trafficking, share
best practices and network together in order to best
support one another in the work to combat human
trafficking and exploitation. The awareness-raising
event took place on 16th October in Párbeszéd Háza
(Budapest, the Jesuit Cultural, and Spiritual Center)
and was available both offline and online.’’
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CARITAS Kosovo launch of project STOP AND HELP!
RENATE Colleagues at CARITAS Kosovo
share with us news of the launch of their
new anti-human trafficking and domestic
violence initiative entitled ‘’STOP and help’’
http://stopandhelp.me/
The initiative is the result of nine
years collaboration amongst the EuroMediterranean network and includes
reports, guidelines and research.
Additionally, the initiative comprises film
footage Rruga - The Path and documentary
"shorts" of CARITAS Euro-Mediterranean
anti-Trafficking.
The following components are particularly
informative:
• The national strategy against Human
Trafficking in Kosovo;
• Reports on shelters for victims of
domestic violence in Kosovo;
• A peer education training manual on
adolescent-related risks and dangers;
• A needs-assessment report on human
trafficking and domestic violence in
the region of northern Kosovo;
• A second report on the compliance
of Kosovo with the standards of the
Council of Europe Convention on
Action against Trafficking in Human
Beings;
• A Guidebook for the Protection of
Victims of Domestic Violence;
• A feature on Invisible Children and
unpunished Crime;
• Mapping of Sexual Violence Services
in the Western Balkans and Turkey.
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The Project proposal STOP AND
HELP! will help to improve prevention
of domestic violence and human
trafficking, to advance protocols and
means of intervention and to elevate the
system of referral services for victims of
human trafficking and domestic violence on a
higher level. In this way the project will
support the ongoing battle against these
increasingly occurring violent criminal acts.
Components of the project will mostly rely
on: public campaigns through electronic
media and printed promotional material in
order to increase public awareness on risks
of domestic violence and human trafficking,
strengthening of cooperation between
municipal authorities, civil society and
other key actors, psychological sessions
and counselling, as well as basic support
and medical assistance provision.
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REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR 3°
TRAINING COURSE
FOR TALITHA KUM LEADERS
Talitha Kum’s leadership training is a priority of our Network!
The course will be carried out in collaboration between Talitha Kum and UISG, the
Pontifical Antonianum University and the Tangaza University College of Nairobi.
COURSE AIM
The aim of the course is to offer a training to develop professional and relational skills to
promote greater collaboration between networks for joint actions against trafficking in persons.
•
•
•
•
•
•

COURSE PROGRAM
how to comprehend human trafficking dynamics;
leadership models
spirituality and Social Doctrine of the Church
the importance of networking and communication
projects’ planning and development
financial management and fundraising

It will also provide information about Talitha Kum’s mission, vision and project of action.
WHEN
The course will be online from March 2022 until March 2023

For the first time, we will offer interpreting services in English, French and Spanish.
The cost of the course is covered entirely by Talitha Kum and UISG
Read all the information regarding
admission requirements and application deadlines
ENROLL
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