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Introduction
In looking back on all we have been able to accomplish this past year, despite the ongoing pandemic
of COVID-19 and its variants- one of the first words that comes to mind is “Network.” What an
incredible network we have and continue to grow within RENATE. Our network extends across Europe,
encompassing 31 countries and countless networks of NGOs and Governmental organisations,
academic institutions, diplomats and therein.
All who contribute to and share in the realisation of the mission and vision of RENATE are an
important part of this network. We could not have accomplished all we have in this past year – a
sample of which is included in this report - without the collaborations, partnerships, alliances and
support – whether it was participating in an advocacy campaign, joining us in prayer, attending a
webinar, engaging with us at a conference, or offering financial support. Despite the pandemic
hovering over us like the sword of Damocles, RENATE continued to implement its mission. It has
been a year where RENATE has taken to communication via technology as the ‘new normal,’ whilst
at the same time, hankering for the power of in-person connectivity. We all long for the possibilities
to greet one another in person and re-connect in meaningful ways to celebrate all that we have been
able to accomplish together and also to support one another in our work as a network committed to
ending human trafficking and supporting survivors.

Together in 2021 we were able to accomplish….
1. Organisational Development
•

Create a series of Task groups which ensures delegated responsibilities and actions throughout
the Working Board and wider network of members.

•

Create a job-sharing arrangement which spreads the RENATE Communications workload.

•

Employ Ali Ussury who now job-shares with Anne Kelleher, as part of the RENATE
Communications Team.

•

Employ the services of a new Website Manager, Greg Savvides, who is transforming the
RENATE website week by week.

2. Education and Awareness:
•

Publish a research report on the provision of ‘’Legal Assistance to Victims of Trafficking across
Europe: with Special reference to six European Countries.’’

•

Host 13 online webinars at the UN CSW65, 13-26 March 2021.
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•

Attend and present at national and international conferences, reaching thousands of people
of various ages and professions.

•

Update the RENATE Information leaflet on the RENATE website.

•

Present more than a dozen virtual presentations on various human trafficking considerations,
to audiences across Europe and further afield.

•

Hold a Festival of Films at the RSA and BAFTA Centres, London.

3. Support Survivor Services provided by the membership:
•

Help respond to requests for educational supports for survivors pursuing their educational
and career goals.

•

Provide assistance to shelters for survivors, by way of psycho-social supports, food and
sustenance.

•

Provide vocational training/upskilling thereby assisting independence, self-confidence and
breaking the cycle of vulnerability to being trafficked in order to earn money.

•

Research and publication of research ‘Legal Assistance for Victims of Trafficking across
Europe: With special reference to six European Countries.’’

4. Advocacy:
•

Envision together an ‘’Economy without Human Trafficking.’’

•

Join Talitha Kum marathon on the International day of Prayer and Awareness against Human
Trafficking, by sharing resources, participating in webinars and taking action.

•

Join in efforts to ensure prevention of Online Sexual Exploitation of Children, by means of
RENATE provision of training on the topic.

•

Host an awareness -raising and advocacy webinar as part of the panel /round-table discussions
at the RENATE Festival of Films.

5. Prayer:
•

Lead the network’s participation in the 8 February global prayer marathon.

•

Extend the prayerful capacities of RENATE through development of the house of Prayer portal
on the RENATE website.

•

Creation of monthly prayerful discernment resources to inspire as we prepare for the
appointment of a new President for the RENATE network.
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6. Communications:
•

Update the RENATE Information leaflet.

•

Grow our following on social media including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube
reaching thousands of people monthly.

•

Develop additional promotional and awareness/educational resources via online recordings
of webinars.

•

Development of the network of RENATE Task groups

Together we can continue to make 2022 our strongest year yet, reaching even more people and
increasing our impact toward ending human trafficking and ensuring needed resources for survivors
to thrive. The report that follows gives an insight into some – and not all- of the activities which have
taken place during unprecedented times. It is a testimony to the strength of the network and our
continuing capacity to live out the vision and mission of RENATE.

7. Provision of supports through RENATE Emergency Fund.
Demand for funding exceeded our capacity to provide, as network members sought to provide
supports across a range of demands during this time of pandemic. Supports ranged from provision
of psycho-social-economic supports through to food, shelter and protection as the most vulnerable
were rendered even more vulnerable at this time.
By Mid-year, we had exhausted the fund but endeavoured to source alternative means of supports
to members locally by means of connections with their local Religious communities, NGOS and other
possible benefactors.
We are working tirelessly to source funds as the members of the RENATE Development Task Force
will testify.
The New Development Task group set up in 2021 is addressing all of these issues as we speak.
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B. St. Josephine Bakhita, 8 February 2021, ‘’An
Economy Without Human Trafficking.’’
As part of the continuum of events to
honour St. Josephine Bakhita, Imelda
Poole, IBVM, RENATE President, spoke
to the global theme, 2021, ‘’An Economy
without Human Trafficking,’’ at a webinar
hosted by Liverpool South Pastoral Area
Justice and Peace and supported by
the Archdiocese of Liverpool Justice
and Peace Commission in the UK. The
webinar took place on Tuesday, 9
February 2021 via Zoom from 19:00- 20:30 (BST). Full details of the recording are available on
the Archdiocesan Justice and Peace website jp.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk or through the Liverpool
South Pastoral Area website www.liverpoolsouthpastoralarea.org.uk RENATE's events page www.
renateevents.net was more active in 2021 than in previous years, as the network adapted to the
use of online portals and technology to remain on task and on mission. Video recordings were
prepared for the occasion of the 8 February, the International Day of Prayer and Awareness against
Human Trafficking. The video for Bakhita Day was launched on YouTube at 18:00 (GMT) 7 February
next, by way of an evening vigil on the eve of the feast of St. Bakhita.
URAT (United Response Against Trafficking) mark the Feast of St. Josephine Bakhita.
RENATE members in Albania, who are also members of the national network URAT and of the
international network Talitha Kum, organized an online event on 8th February 2021, at 5pm CET
with the members of the network, their partners, collaborators and beneficiaries.
Focusing on the theme “An economy, without human trafficking”, the event gathered us together
in prayer to support the victims of human trafficking and exploitation, to share awareness on
prevention of this phenomenon and to support the professionals working daily on the mission to
combat human trafficking and exploitation right across Europe and the world.
On Monday, 8 February 2021, RENATE member Patricia Mulhall, recorded a thought provoking
reflection on the life of St. Josephine Bakhita and her relevance for contemporary times when slavery
continues to exist and needs to be demolished.
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C. RENATE CELEBRATES:
TIP Hero Award 2021: RENATE President
On 1 July 2021, the US State Department
launched the Trafficking in Persons’ Report (TIP
Report, 2021) and also announced eight ‘TIP
Report Heroes,’ amongst whom is Imelda Poole,
IBVM, President RENATE Europe.
Imelda,
together with Ms. Josiana Lina Bemaka-Soui,
Central African Republic; Ms. Chantal Sagbo Sasse
ep.Guedet Mandzela, Gabon; Mr. Shoichi Ibusuki,
Japan; Ms. Shakhnoza Khassanova, Kazakhstan;
Ms. Guillermina Cabrera Figueroa, Mexico;
Mohammed al-Obaidly, Qatar and Rocío MoraNieto, Spain, were each carefully considered and
finally chosen for this honour, where they have
been described as an inspiring group of leaders, with the award celebrating their important and vital
work.

Globally the following continue to prevail:
•

unequal power structures in contemporary societies, with reference specifically to women,
children and indigenous peoples;

•

inadequate migration policies in an increasingly interconnected world

•

an economic model that exploits human beings and environmental resources for the benefit
of a few in contrast with the exploitation of many.

Add the COVID-19 pandemic into the mix, and we know that now, more than ever, we must remain
ever-vigilant in the mission to combat human trafficking and exploitation.

In Greece
On 16 March 2021, Community House
DAMARIS in Greece, celebrated its
5th anniversary. Community House
DAMARIS for trafficked victims was
founded by RENATE member Dina Petrou
on 16 March 2016, Since Damaris House
opened its doors in March of 2016 :-
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•

28 women have joined the programme

•

16 babies have been born to women while in the programme

•

32 children have had a mother participate in the programme.

In ITALY: US Ambassador to the Holy See, H. E. Patrick D. Connell, visited RENATE members in
Padua, Italy, in support of their anti-human trafficking work.
On 14 June 2021, the newly appointed US Ambassador to the Holy See, H.E. Patrick D. Connell in
collaboration with RENATE President, paid a visit to learn first-hand about the Miriam Project of the
Franciscan Sisters of the Poor in Padua, run by RENATE member Sr. Tina Ventimiglia and her team of
co-workers. These were his comments at the end of this meeting:
‘’I am deeply honoured to express our support for you and the incredible work you do.
You change lives. You give hope. With wishes of continuous blessings always.’’ Patrick D.
Connell, Chargé of Affairs for the U.S. Embassy at the Holy See.

’In Albania: Congratulations to RENATE network member
Brikena Pukka and all her team at Qendra Psiko-Sociale ‘’VATRA’’
on being awarded a Child10 award for 2021, at a ceremony in
Stockholm, officiated by HM Queen Silvia. On 18 October 2021,
HM Queen Silvia's Foundation Care About the Children and
Child10 held a seminar at the Royal Castle in Stockholm to
highlight the EU Anti-Trafficking Day. The event brought together
the international public, private and civil society sector together
to enhance collaboration and discuss joint challenges.

In Ireland: MECPATHS awarded Social
Justice Irish Enterprise Awards 2021.
Congratulations to RENATE members
at MECPATHS (Mercy Efforts for Child
Protection Against Trafficking with the
Hospitality and Services Sector) on being
awarded ‘The Human Trafficking Social
Justice Irish Enterprise of the Year Award
2021’. The award celebrates “those who remain committed to demonstrating outstanding levels of
excellence, customer service and innovation”. For more about MECPATHS: https://mecpaths.com/
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D. Participation at the UN NGOCSW65 Virtual
Forum, 16 -26 March, 2021.
RENATE developed 13 online webinars arising from its
presentations at the UN NGOCSW65 Virtual Forum, 16 -26
March, 2021.
As a sure sign of the power of collaboration, netwokring and trustbuilding down through the years, RENATE successfully compiled 13
webinars which were successful inputs at the 2021 UN NGOCSW65.
Teams of RENATE members presented on specific themes, drawing
from professional experiences and decades of working at rescue,
reintegration, rehabillitation, in advocacy, law and awareness raising.
RENATE has compiled the entire recordings into a series of standalone webinars, which will act as valuable online resources for use in
education; awareness-raising;advocacy; lobbying and a wider array of
purposes.
RENATE extends its appreciation to the Congregation of Our Lady of
Charity of the Good Shepherd for inviting RENATE to participate in
their virtual booth to highlight the issues and mission against human trafficking and exploitation in
Europe. We look forward to participating again, virtually, in 2022, with the benefit of all that we have
learned through this year’s experience.

E. RENATE Festival of Films and Art Exhibition:
RSA and BAFTA London
As a dynamic anti-human trafficking awareness-raising initiative,
the RENATE network held its first festival of films on Sunday, 12
September 2021 at the Royal Society of Arts (RSA) and British
Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA), London, UK.
In addition to screening of films created by youth who participated
in the Film Competition component of the Festival of Films, the
festival included an exhibition of art by victims of trafficking, and the announcement of the winners
in a short-film competition – with a viewing of their works.
Nine films made by RENATE members and friends were shown at the RSA in three viewing areas,
followed by discussions. Amongst the films screened were ‘L’invisibles,’ about street children in France,
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produced largely by Secours Catholique –
Caritas France; the documentary ‘Sisters
Act’ about the work of RENATE in Albania.
‘Ivan’ from Slovakia, highlighting the heartbreaking true story of a man tricked into
forced labour in slave-like conditions;
‘Two little girls’, an animated short film
highlighting the broken dreams of two
young women sold into prostitution after
moving overseas for work; ‘‘They’re children
not slaves’ focusing on child trafficking and
exploitation in Albania and many more.
L-R, Imelda Poole, IBVM, RENATE President & TIP Hero 2021; Rachel Sweetman, RENATE Social
Media; Marie Power, HFBX, Dr Jon Hackett, head of the Department of Communications, Media and
Marketing and Professor of Film and Communications at St Mary’s University, Twickenham and the
Director of The BAFTA. Presentations were made to winners of the Europe-wide RENATE short-film
competition for young people. It was felt that the international Anti-Slavery Day on 18 October is a
key opportunity to highlight human trafficking and its causes, using some of the festival’s 12 films to
raise awareness. All the films are available on the RENATE Events website: www.renateevents.net/

F. Annual RENATE Training event.
This year, RENATE’s training event was again held online (24-28 May, 2021) due to the continuing
COVID-19 Pandemic travel restrictions and health advisories. In light of the exponential increase
in OSEC (Online Sexual Exploitation of Children during the lockdowns, RENATE chose to focus this
year’s training on the topic:

‘Prevention of
Online Sexual
Exploitation of
Children:
An introduction to
the global issue of
livestreaming of
sexual exploitation of
children.’
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59 RENATE members attended the online training event, with RENATE members logging in from
across Europe and Asia.
IJM (Europe and the Philippines) together with the team at INEQE, (Northern Ireland) comprehensively
covered a broad range of considerations which helped the attendees to firstly understand what
OSEC is; how and why it occurs and realise the three principles to combat OSEC.
Throughout the week, the attendees heard about the importance of collaboration amongst all actors
in the anti-human trafficking field. This was exemplified in the experience and learning from IJM and
their collaboration with the highest ranking law enforcement officials in the Philippines through to
the police authorities on the ground.

Key notables from the week:
1. BREAK THE SILENCE.
2. Access to Online Sexual Exploitation of Children is just one click away.
3. We need careful storytelling about OSEC- convey both emotionally and factually.
4. Clarity of communication is essential, avoid abbreviations which can de-humanise the crime,
instead, use the full terminology i.e. Online Sexual Exploitation of Children and not simply
‘OSEC.’
5. Importance of raising awareness amongst our children so that it is not a taboo subject.
6. Vital that there is parallel prosecution i.e. collaboration amongst law enforcement across all
jurisdictions, thereby enabling convictions of criminals.
7. In all humanitarian crises , it is essential to have multi-disciplinary teams e.g. therapists,
lawyers, counsellors, law enforcement, medics. Etc.
8. Collaboration- networking- linking in and connecting across as many layers of support
systems.
9. Technology is a key issue to be raised at the Council of Europe, for their consideration in
terms of its use in the criminal world.
10. Let us not lose sight of emphasising child safeguarding.
11. Get the balance right when it comes to child protection and data protection- primacy must
always be given to child protection over data.
12. Call for more frequent meetings of the RENATE membership, to energise and inspire!
It was agreed that recordings from the week’s training will be available in the Members’ Area of the
RENATE website as a valuable resource for all the network.
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G. Launch of The RENATE Research: Legal Assistance for Victims of Trafficking across Europe.
On 15 July 2021, RENATE launched its latest
research, entitled “Legal Assistance for Victims
of Trafficking across Europe with Special
reference to six European Countries.” This
research led by
RENATE was in collaboration with St Mary’s University,
Twickenham, LondonThe launch took place via Zoom,
with 130 people attending from Europe and beyond.
The evidence-based research examines the provision
of legal assistance to victims of trafficking in Albania,
Bulgaria, England and Wales, Germany, Romania
and Spain. Covering the three thematic areas of
Awareness, Access and Quality, the research provides
an understanding of how legal aid works in each of the
six countries and explores the challenges to inform and
promote advocacy.   Critical findings are that there is an
EU dimension to the problem and this in turn, demands
an EU collaborative response to make an impact on the
issue of Human Trafficking.
Free Legal aid is a precondition for the safety and
protection of all victims of trafficking. Linked to this
reality is that identification is key to the entitlement
of legal aid. Throughout the research in the six
participating countries, it was found that there are
inordinately long waiting times for legal aid and possible
lengthy travel distances in order to access a provider
of legal aid specific to the crims of human trafficking,
which pose considerable obstacles to access for already
vulnerable people who may not trust the authorities,
may not have the language capacities and certainly do
not have associated regular supports of friends and
family as might be enjoyed by others accessing legal assistance.The full report is available on the
RENATE website www.renate-europe.net

10

2021

H. Engagement in Advocacy and Awareness
raising at International Level
Participation in an online event to mark the launch of UNANIMA publication ‘’The
Intersections of Family Homelessness and Human Trafficking,’’ 11 May 2021.
Addressing family homelessness, displacement and trauma are integral to achieving the 2030
agenda. In this regard, UNANIMA undertook a significant piece of research entitled The Intersections
of Family Homelessness and Human Trafficking, which as well as being a seminal research document,
is also a rich compendium of reflections on lived experiences; inputs from people working as service
providers, in policy formation and spheres of influence and the voices of people at grassroots level.
Imelda Poole, IBVM, President RENATE Europe was one of the keynote speakers, presenting a
PowerPoint presentation at the launch, which spoke to the central themes of family, homelessness,
and human trafficking. Drawing upon her Mary Ward Loreto Albania mission, to end human
trafficking and exploitation, Imelda shared from a lifetime’s experience working with the poverty
stricken and homeless. With increased unemployment arising from the pandemic, hundreds of
homeless are recruited into ungainful labour, recruited form street corners and soup kitchens, lured
by the empty promises of cash, food, drink or drugs. Imelda talked about how these hopeful people
are locked into squalid conditions, beaten, forced to work unrelenting hours and without access to
fundamental human rights. In the face of the moral imperative to respond to the question ‘’what
can be done?’’, Imelda pointed out some very basic steps such as the following;
•

Become aware/educate yourself;

•

Raise awareness at night shelters (https://theclewerinitiative.org );

•

Work Together (Let’s Talk initiative);

•

Research (Hostia and the Passage);

•

Advocate and speak out.

Just as society is responsible for allowing homelessness, exploitation and human trafficking to
continue, society is equally responsible for stepping up and playing our most crucial role yet, to end
these open wounds on contemporary society.
RENATE member Ana Stakaj, Executive Leader Mary
Ward Loreto Albania, shared about empowerment
of women and girls when addressing the SECOND
PREPARATORY MEETING OF THE 29th OSCE ECONOMIC
AND ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM 10/11 June 2021.
Addressing the theme ‘’ Promoting Comprehensive
Security, Stability and Sustainable Development in the
OSCE area through Women’s Economic empowerment,
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Ana drew from her years of service- commitment at MWL and RENATE, to inform the delegates
about the realities of life for women on the margins, in both urban and rural settings in Albania. Tune
in to the video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZiC_xeEu88
Imelda Poole, RENATE President & TIP hero
2021 speaks at webinar ''Empowering a New
Generation to Fight Modern Slavery,'' Rome,
October 2021.
RENATE President Imelda Poole, IBVM, shared
the platform with a number of TIP Hero
awardees when she contributed to the seminar
Empowering a New Generation to fight Modern
Slavery, jointly hosted by the US Embassy to the
Holy See and the Embassy of Ireland to the Holy
See, on 4 October 2021. The recording may still be available on YouTube via the following link:
EMPOWERING A NEW GENERATION TO FIGHT MODERN SLAVERY 14 Oct 2021 - YouTube
RENATE membership of the
Conference of the INGOs at
the Council of EuropeThe
Council of Europe’s group
of Experts on Action against
Trafficking in Human Beingsexpressed concerns that
the Covid-19 pandemic was
having a worrying impact
on human trafficking across
Europe and states should do
more to prevent it.
In such a context, outgoing
RENATE representative at the Council of Europe, Marie Hélѐne Halligon, OLCGS, shared the positive
development about the
progress of moving the concerns for Human Trafficking and Exploitation as an identified component
of the Human Rights Committee, agreed at the Autumn 2021 gathering of the Council of Europe.
This development represents Marie Hélѐne’s constant pursuit on behalf of RENATE, of recognition
for Human Trafficking as a crime meriting stand alone and immediate attention in its own right.
We bid farewell to Marie Hélѐne as RENATE representative at the Conference of INGOs at the
Council of Europe and know that RENATE members Dr. Mary McHugh and Marie Christine Davy
will continue to ensure the pursuit of the issues of Human Trafficking and Exploitation as matters of
urgent attention at the highest level.
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RENATE contributes to Conference of INGOs at the
Council of Europe webinar, 18 October 2021.
The Conference of INGOs organised two events on 18
October 2021, to mark the International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty (17 October) and the European
Anti-Trafficking Day (18 October).
A ceremony with senior officials of the Council of
Europe was held outside the Palais de l'Europe from
12h30 - 13h15, where testimonies of persons who
have been a victim of trafficking or whose rights to
decent work have been denied were presented.
The ceremony was followed by a webinar that
explored the issue of decent work - articles 1, 2, 3, 4
and 26 of the revised European Social Charter related
to:
The formality of work; usefulness of work and impact on the environment, respect for the rights
and dignity of all persons. Dr Mary McHugh, RENATE Representative at the INGO Council of Europe,
supported the work in coordinating this webinar of raising awareness against Human Trafficking.
At this same webinar, RENATE member Ana Stakaj, Executive at Mary Ward Loreto Albania, presented
a very moving and impactful presentation, based on her experiences working with women and girls
in Albania whose lives are affected by the lack of access to decent work, rendering them vulnerable
to human trafficking and exploitation.
We are grateful to all of you who helped RENATE give voice to the vulnerable, through your sharing
of stories from your own ministries, which make the harsh realities of human trafficking very ‘’real’’
for those who attended and heard. Sr Marie Helene Halligan (Good Shepherd) former RENATE rep
at the INGO and Marie Christine Davy, another RENATE rep at the INGO, were in attendance at this
important event. To view the webinar: https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1020908935
1747728&id=1736698562

Following the success of the Ad laudato ‘Si Integral
Ecology Forum in 2020, RENATE members contributed
as speakers to and supported the entire series
of webinars for 2021. This was thanks to the invitation
from the coordinators which included partnerships
with UNGeneva seat of the congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, the Collѐge
Universitaire Henry Dunant, the Sovereign Order of Malta and Christus Liberat- Sharing Best Practices
on Fighting Human Trafficking. This series of
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webinars assessed the implementation of legislation and observance of international protocols, in
addition to raising awareness of the need to effectively prosecute traffickers, and promote action at
the international, regional and national levels.

I. Events Marking the European Day against
Human Trafficking, October 18 2021. 18 October.
1. In Croatia, RENATE member Sr. Victoria Simic, took the opportunity for the full week, to talk
about the topic of Human Trafficking with the students in schools where she works.
2. From the Netherlands, RENATE Trustee Ivonne van de Kar shared news that the Provincial Council
had prepared handouts that centre on Human Trafficking with the aim of raising awareness
amongst Priests and the Church in general.
3. On 18 October 2021, in Ireland, APT/AMRI (Act to Prevent Trafficking) took the opportunity
to launch their anti-human trafficking education programme for senior post-primary students:
‘’cAPTives.’’ Comprising 4 modules + an additional module on cyber-safety, the Programme
will be a first for Irish schools and it is hoped that as many schools as possible will avail of the
programme.
4. Continuing her annual awareness-raising activities, in Malta- Margaret Gonzi, OLCGS, set up an
exhibition on Human Trafficking in the Good Shepherd Chapel in view of a new group of people
coming for Mass on the 17th October 2021.
5. Maria Decker at SOLWODI Germany shared about a national press release and an awareness
campaign on SOLWODI social media (Facebook, Instagram, Homepage).
6. In the UK, the Medaille Trust launched a Modern Slavery Exhibition entitled unmasked, which
was officially opened by Dame Sara Thornton and Cllr Simon Bound at Westbury Manor.
For more: https://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2021-10-04/modern-slavery-remains-a-significantthreat-in-hampshire
7. RENATE launched its webinar ‘’Working against Human Trafficking during the time of COVID-19
Pandemic,’’ originally recorded at the UN CSW65 in March 2021 and now available on the
RENATE YouTube site.
8. In Albania “UN Gift Box” on display in Rreshen, Albania, 19 & 20 October 2021.
The "UN Gift Box" campaign was officially launched on 19 October in Rrëshen-Albania, as an
activity organized by the URAT Network, as an awareness-raising initiative in Albania where
the entire month of October is designated to anti-Human Trafficking. Representatives of the
institutions in the municipality and county level were present. The GiftBox activity aims to
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raise awareness and inform the community about
trafficking in human beings. It also helps people to
identify preventive methods of this phenomenon.
25 volunteers, a youth group from the high schools,
who are trained for the campaign, are involved and
contributing to the awareness raising. #RrjetiUrat#Ma
ryWardLoreto#StopHumanTraffiking
9. In GREECE RENATE members at Community House
DAMARIS, marked the EU anti-human trafficking day
by holding a Walk for Freedom.
RENATE members and Representatives from
Community House DAMARIS participated in a silent
walk for the millions of victims of human trafficking. The
"Walk for Freedom’’ challenge was coordinated by A21
and took place in downtown Athens, on the occasion
of the European Day against Human Trafficking.
For more information: www.damaris.gr
10. An innovative way to raise awareness about
Human Trafficking! RENATE member Jana Urbanová,
CARITAS Slovakia, shares about a Fair Fashion event
–‘’A Sunday full of inspiration: A look behind the event
Fashion and/as Business.’’
Let's not persuade, but let others be inspired by our
work and life
We can do a lot today to make our lives better. However,
our (consumer) behavior also affects people thousands
of miles away from us, who produce clothes - and
many other goods -. This often takes place in indecent
and exploitative working conditions, which are one of
the modern forms of slavery and lead to damage to
their health and pollution of the environment.
Photo gallery – link on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?vanity=STOPo
bchodovaniu&set=a.1967686090052828
Slovak article / https://www.charita.sk/nedelaplna-inspiracie-obzretie-za-podujatim-moda-a-akoobchod/
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J. Process of discernment towards new RENATE
President.
Tapestry- The Book of Revelations, Anger Castle, France.
In light of the continuing travel restrictions due to the
Covid pandemic, RENATE has had to defer the RENATE
Assembly to 13-19 November 2022, with the Assembly
taking place in Fatima, Portugal as planned. This delay in
the Assembly has in turn, meant a longer time available
for the prayerful discernment to surfacing names of
RENATE membership for consideration as President of
RENATE when Imelda Poole, IBVM, steps down at the
RENATE Assembly.
Prayer- resources devised by RENATE members, were shared online each month across the RENATE
network, helping the discernment process progress towards the selection of a new President. The
RENATE House of Prayer Group are leading the prayerful discernment to direct our with the aid of
PowerPoint presentations, posted monthly on the House of Prayer portal of the RENATE website
and triggered for each member, with a gentle reminder, through regular ebulletins. This enables all
RENATE members to become involved in this important process.
(Log into the House of Prayer portal at www.renate-europe.net to access posting thus far).
A number of Working Board meetings are scheduled to take place in 2022 as the ongoing process
reaches its conclusion at the election in The Netherlands. The first will take place online, 27/28 January
2022, with each of the Working Board members presenting themselves for consideration of the
role of President. To assist this consideration, members have been circulated with a comprehensive
profile of each Working Board member. The second Working Board meeting is scheduled to take
place in person, in the Netherlands, 8-13 May 2022. The formal hand-over to the new leadership
team will take place at the RENATE Assembly in Fatima, Portugal, November 2022.

K. Care for RENATE Members
Now more than ever, have we seen the need to care for our RENATE network members. Thus, the
concept of ‘’Retreat,’’ either online or in-person, remains a priority for the RENATE Core group, as
they encouraged membership to avail of Retreat supports. We include in this year’s Annual report,
a reflection on an ‘In-country’ retreat for RENATE members from Albania.
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This report below has been composed by Ardita Keraj (Korriku), RENATE Working Board member,
Albania. The need to reflect more about the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, on our personal,
professional and Renate life, brought together 15 members of Renate Albania working group, in an
"online retreat" on 20th and 21st January, 2021. We were a little sceptical in the beginning of this
process, because we were online, but in the end, everyone emerged from the retreat with many
insights. These were not only about what we lacked and suffered from during lockdown, but more
importantly we gained positive understandings, both individually and collectively, about our values
and desires in achieving the goals in the work of the fight against human trafficking. Facilitator Bobby
Moore, (Psychotherapist and Trainer), led the group, enabling us to get to know each other more
deeply and to become aware of the common goal which we have as a group. More united than ever,
we ended this retreat with a new and stronger sense of purpose to continue to the end of this long
and difficult war against the trafficking of human beings. The unity created in the group of Renate
Albania, in the pursuit of the mission, gives us hope that everything can be achieved! "This meeting
had the feeling of love".

CONCLUSION:
How has this COVID-19 pandemic impacted the unfolding mission of RENATE?
RENATE has always conducted 50% of its operations online in implementing its mandate. Due to
Covid19, the use of technology has increased considerably in order to ensure the implementation of
the mission. Response to need can be done effectively and rapidly across borders, through online
means, for rescue and protection. However, risks have been and will always be taken to stay close
to the victims as they face these dangerous journeys of rescue across borders. Once arrived, victims
and survivors need to be protected in countries of destination or origin in safe places which include
shelter protection. The following are a few thoughts and reflections on how the members have
experienced these changing times.
-

RENATE fieldwork has been impacted more acutely, for example, work has shifted to crisis and
emergency in the communities. Some centres have been closed and services like counselling
had to be conducted online.

-

RENATE opened emergency hotlines for crisis work. Feeding and emergency supply
programmes are conducted by sisters and their partners all over Europe, with due care to
social distancing. In the shelters, care is given to ensure the mental and physical health of the
survivors, victims and key workers during the lockdown. Many trafficked survivors are now
out of work and vulnerable to HT once again. Victims, vulnerable before the pandemic, are
now totally exposed.

-

Working in partnership with all INGO and local municipality is common practice as is
challenging governments to address the needs of the vulnerable.
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-

Covid19 has heightened an awareness of the vulnerability of children to online exploitation
especially as they spend hours on the Internet. We partnered with International Mission of
Justice to campaign for better law, related to online crime, to protect thousands of abused
children at this time.

-

Covid19 brings into sharp focus campaigns to address this Internet use and its exposure to
exploitation.

-

‘Lockdown’ combined with poverty has led to an increase of ‘slave-like’ working conditions,
especially for vulnerable children.

-

Covid19 has brought a massive increase in poverty and hunger. Governments in many
European countries seem not to be addressing the needs of the most vulnerable. Many are
applying for emergency funding to alleviate this crisis.

-

Covid19 has distracted many services and law enforcement agencies from the poorest and
most vulnerable. Frontline police services have been closed. Many courts have been closed
or just working a skeleton staff. Traffickers exploit this distraction.

-

RENATE calls on all companies to be vigilant, all legitimate services to ‘wake up’ to perpetrators’
abuse, especially vigilant of traffickers forcing victims to open bank accounts to funnel their
dirty money.

-

With over 80 million people worldwide trapped in modern slavery, the current pandemic will
only worsen living situations for the poorest, reversing progress on SDG Target 8.7. Therefore,
governments have to acknowledge their responsibility to care for the poor and the vulnerable,
who are often excluded from adequate healthcare, food, work and accommodation. We call
for a social economy with a basic universal wage.

We all know we are now one globe, one people and no more can any of us say we did it alone. Let’s
stop and re-look at our world and see how we can join with others every day, in helping to make it a
better place for the children of the future.
Before we conclude this annual report a final thanks has to be given to the donors who have stayed
close to this development over 10 years. We are more than grateful for their fidelity to this mission,
for the wisdom and advice shared and the wonderful partnership which has grown over the years. It
has been a corporate work to combat human trafficking. We know that without them we would not
have had the capacity to develop this mission so far.
It is also very important to thank the RENATE core group, in particular, who over this past year have
been unfailing in the careful administration of the Foundation and for their indomitability to stay
with the mission in these ever changing and challenging times. Together we fulfilled the mandate
of RENATE during these last five years. Soon it will be time to hand over to new leadership with a
new mandate. We also thank the working board, the employed staff and the membership, many
of whom have been involved in the ten task groups, who have also shown remarkable leadership,
inspiration, creativity and sheer enterprise in developing exciting and new ways of working together
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to raise awareness, build capacity, deepen the spirt and join together for advocacy and campaigning
to help combat this heinous crime.
Finally, we thank our hundreds of collaborators and partners. We know that it is always together,
whether locally, nationally or internationally that we can begin to see some chink of light and hope
as we fulfil the mission together against human trafficking. Together we can make a difference.

Imelda Poole IBVM President – RENATE Network.

Email: Communications@renate-europe.net
Join us on Twitter : @RenateEurope1
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/renateurope/groups/?ref=page_internal
Sign up for RENATE: Film Festival www.renateevents.net membership www.renate-europe.net
Instagram: @renateurope

Community Facebook: RENATE_EUROPE
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FOR THE YEAR
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