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Corona Virus Global Crisis

As we wrote last month - during the current corona virus crisis affecting the world today, our
focus must be on the developing situations in our countries and internationally, as we care
for our communities and loved ones, and deal with illness and bereavements that may sadly
affect us. However, at this time there are many thousands of people who are still trapped in
slavery throughout the world, experiencing abuse and violence, and at risk of becoming ill.
Exploitation and criminality will not stop, and it is anticipated that the situation for potential
victims may get worse, due to the desperation and vulnerability that so many people are now
facing, and the many opportunities for criminals to take advantage of those in need. With
this in mind, it is vital that the work continues, and the strategies against modern slavery and
human trafficking are developed on international and local levels.
The information provided in this document has been sourced through various means and collated
to provide a selective summary of recent news and updates, focusing on the subjects of modern
slavery, human trafficking, exploitation, and related issues, in the UK and internationally.
This update has been made available for our local and international partners and we would be
happy for you to pass it on to anyone who might be interested in this subject.
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INTERNATIONAL and NATIONAL
RESOURCES & REPORTS

This is the impact of COVID-19
on modern slavery

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/covid19-modern-slavery

There is No Social Distance in
Supply Chains Tainted by Forced Labor

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/daily-labor-report/insight-there-is-no-social-distance-in-supply-chai
ns-tainted-by-forced-labor#new_tab
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https://hopeforjustice.org/news/2020/04/hope-for-justice-launches-major-report-on-trafficking-imp
acts-of-covid-19/

https://delta87.org/2020/03/impact-covid-19-modern-slavery/
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https://www.cfr.org/blog/covid-19-and-modern-slavery-challenges-opportunities-and-future-fight

https://www.traffickingmatters.com/offenders-without-borders-how-technology-is-globalizing-child-s
ex-trafficking/
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The Coronavirus Pandemic Puts Children
at Risk of Online Sexual Exploitation

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-coronavirus-pandemic-puts-children-at-risk-of-onlin
e-sexual-exploitation/

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
876646/national-referral-mechanism-statistics-uk-end-of-year-summary-2019.pdf
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modern-slavery-how-to-identify-and-support-victims/
victims-of-modern-slavery-temporary-change-to-the-policy-on-move-on-period

http://icat.network/sites/default/files/publications/documents/19-10800_ICAT%20Issue%20Brief%2
08_Ebook_final.pdf
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http://www.uk-cpa.org/news-and-views/launch-of-e-handbook-supports-international-parliamentari
ans-to-raise-awareness-of-modern-slavery-human-trafficking-and-forced-labour/

Fruit labourers:
'If you don't want to work like a slave, you're out'
Spain is one of the largest producers of
fruits and vegetables in the world.
The southern region of Almeria is known
for what the Spanish call the sea of
plastic.
Cheap plastic greenhouses cover tens of
thousands of hectares and migrant
workers pick the fruits and vegetables
that are sold in European supermarkets.
The BBC has spent several months investigating allegations of exploitation there.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-europe-52319537/fruit-labourers-if-you-don-t-want-to-work-l
ike-a-slave-you-re-out
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MEDIA UPDATES/SUMMARY
NATIONAL (UK)
23.4.20
UK urged to stop cotton imports made in Chinese 'prison camps'
https://news.trust.org/item/20200422232038-mh0rg/
21.4.20
H&M tops 2020 fashion transparency index as 10 brands score zero
https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2020/apr/21/hm-tops-2020-fashion-transparency-index-as-1
0-brands-score-zero
20.4.20
Man charged with manslaughter over deaths of 39 migrants
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/apr/20/man-charged-with-manslaughter-over-deathsof-39-migrants
15.4.20
Two arrested for human trafficking young women from Brazil
https://uknip.co.uk/2020/04/15/two-arrested-for-human-trafficking-young-women-from-brazil/
14.4.20
Modern slavery is a transnational problem, which no government can fix alone
https://www.politicshome.com/thehouse/article/modern-slavery-is-a-transnational-problem-whichno-government-can-fix-alone
10.4.20
Cardinal Nichols: Support victims of modern slavery during pandemic
The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, is urging Catholics and the British Government to support
victims of human trafficking during Covid-19 pandemic.
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2020-04/cardinal-nichols-support-victims-of-modern-s
lavery-during-pande.html
8.4.20
What can new survivor statistics tell us about modern slavery in the UK?
https://news.trust.org/item/20200408093233-8ao4k
3.4.20
Child slavery rise linked to county lines brainwashing
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/child-slavery-rise-linked-to-county-lines-brainwashing-0ppkz29vt
3.4.20
Letter urges government to protect prostitutes during Coronavirus
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/39276
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2.4.20
Victims of modern British slavery soars more than 50 per cent to a record number of more than
10,000 in a year
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8181411/Victims-modern-British-slavery-soars-50-cent-rec
ord-number.html
2.4.20
Number of potential modern slavery victims in UK rises by 52%
https://headtopics.com/uk/number-of-potential-modern-slavery-victims-in-uk-rises-by-52-12215506
1.4.20
Children’s Society: Protect children from modern slavery
https://www.childinthecity.org/2020/04/01/childrens-society-protect-children-from-modern-slavery/
?gdpr=accept
1.4.20
REFILE-UK coronavirus lockdown raises fears of rise in child drug mules
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-britain-trafficking/refile-uk-coronavirus-lockdow
n-raises-fears-of-rise-in-child-drug-mules-idUSL8N2BP3Y9

England
25.4.20
Human trafficking and prostitution ring who operated in Preston due to appear in court
https://www.blogpreston.co.uk/2020/04/human-trafficking-and-prostitution-ring-who-operated-in-p
reston-due-to-appear-in-court/
24.4.20
Eight charged over human trafficking and prostitution ring in Blackburn and Burnley
https://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/18403845.eight-charged-human-trafficking-prostitutio
n-ring-blackburn-burnley/
24.4.20
Hundreds of suspected victims of modern slavery identified in Bedfordshire
https://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/news-and-appeals/victims-modern-slavery-apr20
23.4.20
Police targeting sex slave gangs raid four-star hotel
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/police-targeting-sex-slave-gangs-raid-four-star-hotel-2fd77kq59
22.4.20
Six arrests after raids of brothels in Westminster
http://news.met.police.uk/news/six-arrests-after-raids-of-brothels-in-westminster-400546
16.4.20
Pair arrested in connection with trafficking Brazilian women to work in Wembley brothels
https://www.kilburntimes.co.uk/news/two-arrests-brazilian-women-being-sexually-trafficked-to-we
mbley-brothels-1-6609454
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16.4.20
UPDATE: Two charged with modern slavery offences
http://news.met.police.uk/news/man-and-woman-arrested-for-modern-slavery-and-human-trafficki
ng-offences-399986
15.4.20
Two arrested for human trafficking young women from Brazil
https://uknip.co.uk/2020/04/15/two-arrested-for-human-trafficking-young-women-from-brazil/

Scotland
28.4.20
Fearless.org and Barnardo’s Scotland urge young people to speak up about harm and neglect
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/fearlessorg-and-barnardos-scotland-urge-young-people-speakabout-harm-and-neglect
27.4.20
Top human trafficking cop asks Scotland’s rural communities to guard against ‘nefarious activities’
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/scotland/1289699/top-human-trafficking-cop-asks-scotlandsrural-communities-to-guard-against-nefarious-activities/?utm_source=twitter
24.4.20
The streets are empty, the shops are closed, the sound of quiet. Nothing seems normal at present;
social distancing is the new norm.
https://sohtis.org/2020/04/24/2939/
3.4.20
Vietnamese cops drafted in to help snare Asian sex slave smugglers flooding Scotland
The move comes as latest figures released by the Home Office show a huge increase in the numbers
of nationals from the south-east Asian country being smuggled into Scotland.
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/police-draft-vietnamese-officers-help-21804389

Wales
22.4.20
Our human trafficking and exploitation campaign in Wales remains vital
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/campaigns-media/news/2020/apr/our-human-trafficking-and-exploitat
ion-campaign-in

Northern Ireland
24.4.20
Northern Irish man has charge of human trafficking in Essex migrants case withdrawn
https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/ireland/northern-irish-man-has-charge-of-human-traf
ficking-in-essex-migrants-case-withdrawn-996010.html
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INTERNATIONAL
GLOBAL
28.4.20
Research on the Sexual Exploitation of Boys: Findings, ethical considerations and methodological
challenges
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/research-sexual-exploitation-boys-findings-ethical-considerationsand-methodological
22.4.20
Migrants send billions to relatives in poor nations each year. Here's what you need to know
https://news.trust.org/item/20200422182321-txf1r/
22.4.20
The Silent Sufferers of the Coronavirus Pandemic: Human-Trafficking Victims
https://fordhamobserver.com/45788/opinions/the-silent-sufferers-of-the-coronavirus-pandemic-hu
man-trafficking-victims/#
10.4.20
How coronavirus helps terrorists, traffickers, and militants
https://www.gzeromedia.com/how-coronavirus-helps-terrorists-traffickers-and-militants
9.4.20
COVID-19’s Devastating Impact on Children
Governments Should Mitigate Harm, Protect Most Vulnerable … Widespread job and income loss
and economic insecurity among families are likely to increase rates of child labor, sexual exploitation,
teenage pregnancy, and child marriage.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/09/covid-19s-devastating-impact-children#new_tab
6.4.20
Abandoned? The impact of Covid-19 on factories and garment workers
https://fashionunited.uk/news/business/abandoned-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-factories-and-garme
nt-workers/2020040648326
1.4.20
Modern Day Slavery Reaches a Far Corner of the World
http://www.ipsnews.net/2020/04/modern-day-slavery-reaches-far-corner-world/
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EUROPE
29.4.20
Study: "Exploitation Made in Europe": human rights violations plague apparel production
https://fashionunited.uk/news/business/study-exploitation-made-in-europe-human-rights-violations
-plague-apparel-production/2020042948695
28.4.20
Top PSNI detective Gary McDonald warns of online sexual exploitation of children during COVID-19
lockdown
https://www.derryjournal.com/news/uk-news/top-psni-detective-gary-mcdonald-warns-online-sexu
al-exploitation-children-during-covid-19-lockdown-2552937
26.4.20
Migrant women survive at the gates of Europe
Many women migrants from sub-Saharan Africa who are seeking to reach Europe also face a bleak
situation in Morocco.
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/pictures-migrant-women-survive-gates-europe-2004
16142536380.html
25.4.20
Raise Your Voice Festival 2020 Goes Digital
https://greece.greekreporter.com/2020/04/25/raise-your-voice-festival-2020-goes-digital/
24.4.20
The Untold Stories of Albania’s Human Trafficking Survivors
https://exit.al/en/2020/04/24/comment-the-untold-stories-of-albanias-human-trafficking-survivors/
20.4.20
Italy's lockdown labour crunch sparks fears of mafia exploitation
https://news.trust.org/item/20200420171731-drstc/
15.4.20
COVID-19 A Hard Row To Hoe For Migrant Laborers … Migrant workers abroad, organizations like
the IOM warn, are at greater risk of exploitation, including human trafficking, at times of crisis. And
those contemplating a return home risk being accused of bringing the coronavirus disease with
them.
https://www.rferl.org/a/covid-19-migrant-laborers-russia-central-asia/30557391.html
14.4.20
COMBINED FORCES smashed a human trafficking ring operating in Andalusia, last week.
https://www.theolivepress.es/spain-news/2020/04/14/watch-andalusian-prostitution-and-human-tr
afficking-ring-broken-up-by-international-task-force/
10.4.20
Pandemic business: tried to sell his girlfriend to anyone who came to pick her up from home
https://evz.ro/afacere-de-pandemie-a-incercat-sa-si-vanda-iubita-oricui-venea-sa-o-ia-de-acasa.html
?fbclid=IwAR17CGtgkmaaBYh2cOtCoWqOnJEXtgfuIkodKbzkUpmxO0anR0B-F184wKI
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7.4.20
Erdoğan gov’t fixed legal problems for a crime boss who sold underage girls for sex in Turkey
https://www.nordicmonitor.com/2020/04/erdogan-govt-fixed-legal-problems-for-a-crime-boss-who-s
old-underage-girls-for-sex-in-turkey/
3.4.20
OSCE Calls for Stronger Anti-Trafficking Efforts
https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/osce-calls-stronger-anti-traffickingefforts
2.4.20
Criminal Network Who Romanced Women and Prostituted Them Dismantled with One Arrest in
Costa Del Sol’s Malaga and Five Arrests in Romania
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2020/04/02/criminal-network-who-romanced-women-and-prosti
tuted-them-dismantled-with-one-arrest-in-costa-del-sols-malaga-and-five-arrests-in-romania/
1.4.20
‘A beautiful thing’: the African migrants getting healthy food to Italians’ - After years of
exploitation, former fruit pickers set up a co-operative near Rome selling vegetables and yoghurt.
Now they are working ‘twice as hard’ to get supplies to families under lockdown
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/01/a-beautiful-thing-the-african-migrants-getting-he
althy-food-to-italians?CMP=share_btn_tw
1.4.20
Teenage girl ‘pimped out’ by criminal gang, Child and Family Agency tells court
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/courts/high-court/teenage-girl-pimped-out-by-cri
minal-gang-child-and-family-agency-tells-court-1.4218088?mode=amp&fbclid=IwAR3JbkXmkureTHlq
4gmn6QnfPjzxzUhLy9nhVEy-vAF6h0V_AdnxNUhmntQ

NORTH AMERICA
28.4.20
What hasn’t changed: Human trafficking continues in the COVID-19 pandemic
https://www.bgfalconmedia.com/city/what-hasn-t-changed-human-trafficking-continues-in-the-covi
d-19-pandemic/article_6f741c7a-8992-11ea-8468-2f104280a430.html
28.4.20
Mexico drug cartels turn charities in coronavirus pandemic
https://www.google.com/search?q=human+trafficking+south+america&safe=strict&rlz=1C5CHFA_en
GB853GB853&sxsrf=ALeKk016QKaJbfGoFfVMuapB-om0ZrM8zw:1588155204446&source=lnms&tbm
=nws&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjdkryWs43pAhVAREEAHe0aBhMQ_AUoAXoECBAQAw&biw=923&bih=908
28.4.20
‘Mental shackles and manipulation’: For survivors of human trafficking, the struggle is real
https://milwaukeenns.org/2020/04/28/opinion-mental-shackles-and-manipulation-for-survivors-of-h
uman-trafficking-the-struggle-is-real/
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28.4.20
Where Have All the Massage Parlors Gone? Sex Trafficking in the Era of COVID-19.
https://www.dmagazine.com/frontburner/2020/04/where-have-all-the-massage-parlors-gone-sex-tr
afficking-in-the-era-of-covid-19/
28.4.20
Experts warn of online child exploitation during pandemic
https://www.wjhg.com/content/news/Experts-warn-of-online-child-exploitation-during-pandemic-57
0017931.html
24.4.20
FBI task force focuses on human trafficking amid coronavirus
https://abcnews.go.com/US/fbi-task-force-focuses-human-trafficking-amid-coronavirus/story?id=703
29172
21.4.20
Tight housing conditions, lack of health care put migrant workers on Pa. farms at high risk for the
coronavirus
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/spl/pennsylvania-coronavirus-migrant-farm-workers-2
0200421.html#new_tab
Coercion Doesn’t Change with the Seasons: Abuse of Seasonal Guest Worker Visa Sponsorship
Could Constitute Labor Trafficking
https://www.traffickingmatters.com/coercion-doesnt-change-with-the-seasons-abuse-of-seasonal-gu
est-worker-visa-sponsorship-could-constitute-labor-trafficking/
15.4.20
Coronavirus fears haven’t stopped the sex trade on Los Angeles streets
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-04-15/los-angeles-sex-trade-coronavirus-fears#new_
tab
14.4.20
AI Is Helping Us Combat The Economic Problem Of Human Trafficking
https://www.forbes.com/sites/cognitiveworld/2020/04/14/ai-is-helping-us-combat-the-economic-pr
oblem-of-human-trafficking/#2dccc364752c
8.4.20
Coronavirus threat isn’t stopping sex trafficking in Jacksonville
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2020/04/08/coronavirus-threat-isnt-stopping-sex-traffickingin-jacksonville/#new_tab
3.4.20
Advocate for sex trafficking victims to publish study
Portland Catholic hopes the results will improve services for women, children
https://catholicsentinel.org/MobileContent/News/Local/Article/Advocate-for-sex-trafficking-victims-t
o-publish-study/2/35/39660
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2.4.20
Farmworkers, Mostly Undocumented, Become ‘Essential’ During Pandemic
Immigrant field workers have been told to keep working despite stay-at-home directives, and given
letters attesting to their “critical” role in feeding the country.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/us/coronavirus-undocumented-immigrant-farmworkers-agric
ulture.html#new_tab
1.4.20
Human Trafficking Courts: Diversion To Or From Justice?
https://www.traffickingmatters.com/human-trafficking-courts-diversion-to-or-from-justice/

SOUTH AMERICA
9.4.20
Latin American church intensifies work with migrants and refugees during coronavirus crisis
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/04/09/latin-american-church-intensifies-w
ork-migrants-and-refugees-during
3.4.20
Olympic Games building firm, cult added to Brazil's slavery 'dirty list'
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-trafficking-dirtylist-trfn/olympic-games-building-firm-cultadded-to-brazils-slavery-dirty-list-idUSKBN21L3A0

AFRICA
12.4.20
Kenyan chiefs go door-to-door to stop female genital cutting amid coronavirus
https://news.trust.org/item/20200421133410-40f0a/
7.4.20
Zim laws don’t protect women from sex trafficking
https://www.thezimbabwedaily.com/news/478991-zim-laws-dont-protect-women-from-sex-traffickin
g.html
1.4..20
Religious sisters fight human trafficking in Mozambique
https://cruxnow.com/interviews/2020/04/religious-sisters-fight-human-trafficking-in-mozambique/

ASIA
29.4.20
As migrant workers struggle for lockdown aid, India seeks to count them
https://news.trust.org/item/20200428232028-cld0x/
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29.4.20
Police inspector in rape probe charged with trafficking Mongolian women
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/04/29/police-inspector-in-rape-probe-ch
arged-with-trafficking-mongolian-women/
29.4.20
Cop in Mongolian women rape case claims trial to human trafficking charges
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/29/cop-in-mongolian-women-rape-case-claims-t
rial-to-human-trafficking-charges
24.4.20
7 years later, has Rana Plaza prepared the industry for Covid-19?
https://fashionunited.com/news/business/7-years-later-has-rana-plaza-prepared-the-industry-for-co
vid-19/2020042433269?_ga=2.153711416.121714240.1588153263-1628949424.1588153263
21.4.20
'Packed like sardines': Coronavirus exposes cramped migrant housing
https://news.trust.org/item/20200421084715-xvwde/
20.4.20
The Nth Room case and modern slavery in the digital space
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/nth-room-case-and-modern-slavery-digital-space
17.4.20
Modern Slavery: The Kenyan Domestic Workers That Are Trafficked & Forced To Work In Hong Kong
https://www.greenqueen.com.hk/modern-slavery-kenyan-domestic-workers-are-trafficked-forced-to
-work-hong-kong/
14.4.20
Covid-19 crisis: Unpaid garment workers protest for salaries in Bangladesh
https://fashionunited.uk/news/people/covid-19-crisis-unpaid-garment-workers-protest-for-salaries-i
n-bangladesh/2020041448462
9.4.20
Global Alms is focused on tackling the challenge of human trafficking, sexual exploitation and the
physical abuse of men, women and children.
https://www.themandarin.com.au/130394-elevating-excellence-thai-myanmar-border/
6.4..20
Frame law to end child trafficking
Eight children were allegedly among the dead in the December 2019 fire at two bag-making factories
in Delhi’s Anaj Mandi. Some of them were between the age group of 11 and 16 years and were
trafficked from different districts of Bihar and employed in...
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/in-perspective/frame-law-to-end-child-trafficking-821856.ht
ml
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31.3.20
‘Our Situation is Apocalyptic’: Bangladesh Garment Workers Face Ruin
The new coronavirus is potentially disastrous for low-wage workers who power the global clothing
trade.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/31/fashion/coronavirus-bangladesh.html?referringSource=articleShare

SOUTH AMERICA
8.4.20
The Pandemic and Organized Crime in Latin America: Ten Unknowns
https://www.americasquarterly.org/content/pandemic-and-organized-crime-latin-america-ten-unkn
owns

AUSTRALIA
29.4.20
Australian Catholics ask Prime Minister to ensure nobody is left behind in COVID-19 pandemic
https://www.catholicoutlook.org/australian-catholics-ask-prime-minister-to-ensure-nobody-is-left-be
hind-in-covid-19-pandemic/
29.4.20
Pandemic will force organised crime groups to find new business models
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/pandemic-will-force-organised-crime-groups-to-find-new-business
-models/

Future Contributions are very welcome : info@havenoflight.uk
If you do not wish to receive future updates, please send us an email and we will remove you from
the mailing list.
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