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             A word from Imelda Poole,  

             IBVM, President 

              RENATE Europe.  

Dear Friends of RENATE,  
The last few weeks have been a challenging time  
for many people around the world  following the  
evolution and spread of Covid-19 (Coronavirus). 
 
At the RENATE Core Group meeting this week, 
our thoughts were very much centred around the 
well-being of our members, colleagues and the 

wider community and as such felt it important to reach out to you and let you 
know that you are in our thoughts and prayers.  
 
Sadly, the victims of human trafficking continue to live in incredibly oppressive 
tense and dreadful circumstances. And while COVID-19 continues to extend 
across the world, our mission at RENATE remains constant. We are being 
creative in our methods of working to support those traumatised victims 
recently rescued and liaising with all who can help our work to combat Human 
Trafficking and Exploitation. Many of our members work in the shelters and as 
key workers our hearts go out to them and those for whom they care at this 
most difficult of times. 

The RENATE staff continue to work remotely and during this time of isolation, 
welcome any news from each of you, which in turn helps keep us all in touch 
(metaphorically speaking!) with one another. We remain active online and 
through our social media sites (Instagram, FaceBook, Twitter) and encourage 
you to share with us your news, reflections, prayers, poems and all else which 
will sustain one another throughout this time. 

We are witnessing great leadership from our Church, with Pope Francis 
encouraging us in daily prayer and witness. Sadly, we are seeing some of our 
fellow Religious succumb to the virus, many as they ministered to those who 
have fallen ill. Let us pray with each other and for one another, that we 
remain safe and well. 

We pray to live to see an improved and more considerate world, where we 
can enjoy the freedom to go outdoors and savour the joy of listening to 
laughter and watching children play again.     

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued 
solidarity during these unprecedented times. We look forward into the future 
when we can be together again and when, no doubt our world will be very 
changed.  
In prayer and hope,  

Imelda …. The RENATE Core Group and Staff. 

 

RENATE Policy 

Statement on 

Human Trafficking 

and the law.  

RENATE 

endeavours to 

abolish all forms 

of human 

trafficking and 

exploitation that 

violate the human 

dignity and rights 

of persons. 

Throughout its 

European 

Network, RENATE 

adopts a Victim-

Centred, Human 

Rights, Trauma-

informed 

approach in 

relation to the 

Law. 

 
 
 

RENATE Film 

Festival 

Competition.   

For the first time, 
BAFTA in London will 
mark European anti-
Human Trafficking 
Day, 18 October, by 
hosting a film festival, 

organised by 
RENATE. 

You can view the 
news about the 

festival and the link to 
the RENATE Film 
Competition on the 
newly established 
RENATE Events 

website  

https://www.renate
events.net 

All winning films are 
shown at the 

RENATE film festival 
to be held at the 

BAFTA/Royal Society 
of Arts, London, UK. 

Up to 5 team members 
get to attend the film 
festival, and will receive 
a certificate & prize.  

about:blank
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RENATE Film Competition! 
For the first time, BAFTA in London will mark European anti-Human Trafficking 

Day, 18 October, by hosting a film festival, organised by RENATE. 

You can view the news about the festival and the link to the RENATE Film 
Competition on the newly established RENATE Events website  

https://www.renateevents.net 

 

As part of the festival, RENATE invites students aged 16-24 years to join in their 
mission, using the following slogan and #tags as themes for short films (four 

minutes): 

Slavery - Human Trafficking – Near YOU! 

#StopTheDemand 

#BreakTheChains 

#EndTheCycleTOGETHER 

All winning films are shown at the RENATE film festival to be held at the 
BAFTA/Royal Society of Arts, London, UK. 

Up to 5 team members get to attend the film festival, and will receive a certificate. 

1st Place – €2,000. 

2nd Place – €1,000. 

3rd Place – €500. 

https://www.renateevents.net 
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Council of Europe Round table on action against 
Trafficking of Human Beings in the Digital Age. 

 

RENATE member at the Conference of the INGO’s at the Council of Europe, Marie 
Hélène Halligon, olcgs, sends us news of collaborative efforts at the Council of Europe, 
to address the role played by digital age technologies and human trafficking. 

On 17 December 2019, the Council of Europe Anti-Trafficking Division organised a 
round-table meeting on “Stepping up the Council of Europe action against trafficking in 
human beings in the digital age”. 

The purpose of the round-table was to share information and proposals on how to make 
better use of existing tools and develop public-private partnerships to prevent and 
combat human trafficking in the digital age.  Participants discussed key challenges in 
identifying victims, investigating cases and prosecuting perpetrators of human trafficking 
offences committed with the use of information and communication technology, human 
rights challenges linked to the use of technology in tackling trafficking in human beings, 
and how governments and international organisations can strengthen collaboration with 
businesses and civil society. 

The meeting brought together some 60 participants from Permanent Representations of 
Council of Europe member States and observer states, law-enforcement officials, 
business and civil society representatives. 

For more specific details, please click on the links below: 

• Agenda 
• Concluding remarks 
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Social change at grassroots and community levels, 
plays its part in helping prevent human trafficking and exploitation. 

 

RENATE members at Mary Ward Loreto Albania sent us news of celebrations held on 
29 January 2020, to honour the work of the pilot project “Lezha’s cultural and tourism 
pride.” 

Through the project, one could really see that social change starts from grassroots and 
community organization. This project marks the beginning of a sustainable approach 
taken from the Municipality. 

By investing resources and building capacity amongst the local community, greater 
understandings and appreciation has been arrived at. Through such understandings and 
appreciation, it is hoped that youths will realise the truth in the phrase ‘bloom where you 
are planted,’ and that ‘the grass is not always greener on the other side!’ 

Thanks to UNDP and the Lezha Municipality for entrusting MWL with this initiative and 
all the actors involved, especially the director of Gjader school for helping with the 
beautiful “Oda e zadrimes”. This programme is financed from EU Delegation in 
Albania.  #Reload #UNDP #MWL #bashkiaLezhe #LezhaMuniciality #joinedApproach 
#tourismDevelopment #CommunityEmpowerment #EUdelegation #Albania 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

‘’How many times have we permitted a human being to be seen as an object, to be put on 

show in order to sell a product or to satisfy an immoral desire?  The human person ought 

never to be bought or sold as if he or she were a commodity. Whoever uses human persons 

in this way and exploits them, even if indirectly, becomes an accomplic of this injustice.’’ 

Pope Francis.   
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Advocacy & Awareness-raising at Grassroots 
level. 

Work to raise awareness and conscientize the wider public is hugely important in the 
efforts to prevent human trafficking and 

exploitation. It also greatly helps in our 
efforts to widen the net of those who 
collaborate and engage with us in our 
mission.  

Examples of such work comes from Sr. 
Victoria Šimić who sent us news from 
Croatia, where she presented at an 
anti-Human Trafficking conference in 
Osijek, organised by the local Diocese. 

RENATE was well represented at the 
Conference, with presentations by RENATE 

members Sr. Stanka Orsolic and Sr. Marjolein Bruinen.  

For the feast of St. Bakhita, Sr. Victoria wrote a profile of St. Bakhita and prayers for the 
Diocesan publication in February which was circulated to all male and female religious in 
Croatia and Bosnia Herzegovina. Sr. Victoria’s article featured on the website of the 
Croatian Religious Conference, in addition to the Conference of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. It also featured on the website of the Croatian Province of the Holy Cross 
sisters. 

Sr. Victoria keeps busy with juggling her teaching commitments with giving talks on 
Modern Slavery and anti-human trafficking work to numerous parishes throughout her 
Diocese. 

Particularly well-received earlier this year was the presentation Sr. Victoria gave to the 
parishioners at Vinkovci. The talk was presented before the evening Mass, lasted for 35 
minutes and was followed by open discussion, illustrating how engaged the community 
were in this theme.   After Mass, Sr. Victoria led the adoration in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament, together with the priests and parishioners praying for an end to this crime 
against humanity. 

Such was the success of the programme that Sr. Victoria presented again at a parish 
near Djakovo and again at another parish close by, on 5 March 2020.  

We share Sr. Victoria’s story by way of examples of actions which can be undertaken by 
any of us who have the opportunity to raise awareness and advocate for the work to 
combat Human Trafficking and Exploitation.  

If you can share your story with us, please email communications@renat-europe.net  

about:blank
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Medaille Trust share their ‘’A to Z Guide to 
Fundraising to help Survivors of Human Trafficking.’’ 

Looking for ideas to engage students in helping 
survivors of Human Trafficking and Exploitation? 

We are most grateful to our colleagues at Medaille 
Trust in the UK for sharing their recently have 
published and easily implementable ‘’A to Z Guide to 
Fundraising.‘’ 

Brimming with great ideas, it is sure to inspire! 

What can you do in your community to raise money for survivors? Have a look at the A 
to Z fundraising Guide at: 

https://www.medaille-trust.org.uk/uploads/publications/A-Z_of_Fundraising.pdf 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

RENATE members Gabriella 
Legradi, SJC, and Gabriella 
Mezinger, SJC,  share news with 
us of a pilot project by the 
SOLWODI Hungary Association in 
collaboration with ORFK 
(Hungarian Police) and the House 
of Dialogue – the Jesuit Cultural 
and Spiritual Centre in Budapest. 

The project aims to give information about the phenomenon of human trafficking, 
focussed on the Hungarian reality. The project also offers an insight into possible ways 
of prevention and restoration. 

SOLWODI Hungary plan to bring this workshop to the Hungarian dioceses where it is 
requested. Hopefully, the 2020 SOLWODI Event on the European Day Against Human 
Trafficking will take place in one of the most affected counties, Baranya – with the 
collaboration of the local Catholic Church leaders. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Samples of RENATE Network Prayer, Action, and 

Advocacy events to prevent and end Human Trafficking & Exploitation to mark 8 
February, 2020- feast of St. Bakhita & the 6th International Day of Prayer & 

Awareness against Human Trafficking.  

1. Together against human trafficking. “No to the 
commodification of the person”- Justa del Sol 
Hernando. 

On 11 February, the Spanish newspaper, El ADELANTADO, 
published an article on Human Trafficking, composed by 
RENATE  member, Justa del sol Hernando, to mark the 
International Day of Prayer and Reflection on Human 

Trafficking (8 February). We are delighted to share the feature below. 

The declaration of Human Rights in 1948, in article 4, states that: “No one may be 
subject to slavery or servitude; slavery and trade for slavery are prohibited in any form. ” 

More than 70 years have passed since this Universal Declaration, however, slavery has 
not disappeared, it is invisible. There are many and very different forms of slavery in our 
21st century society: labor exploitation, child slavery, forced begging, children for war, 
forced marriages, sale of children, organ trafficking and marketing, prostitution and 
sexual exploitation, merchants international … 

For more: https://www.eladelantado.com/opinion/justa-del-sol-hernando-juntos-contra-el-
trafico-humano-no-a-la-mercantilizacion-de-la-persona/ 

2.  

Members of APT/AMRI held a Liturgy in 
honour of St. Josphine Bakhita when 
they met on 10 February.  

Comprising elements of Liturgies 
shared by Talitha Kum, the UISG & the 
USCSAHT, the service focused our 
thoughts and prayers on the victims and 
survivors of Human Trafficking. 

Comprising songs (I am who I am), quotations from Pope Francis and scripture reading 
from Ezekiel (36:26-27), the Liturgy concluded with the following excerpt from Talitha 
Kum: 

‘’We give thanks for the many people throughout our world who work in so many 
practical ways to bring an end to Humana Trafficking. Open to the loving-kindness of our 
God, may their hearts not tire nor their spirits flag. 
let us remember those freed from the chains of their traffickers, may God help them to 
continue to flourish and to live with hope. 

about:blank
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Let us pray for those still trapped by traffickers, may God 
keep the hope of freedom alive in their hearts. Let us ask for a change of heart in those 
who exploit others in this way…may God open  their eyes to the true dignity of the 
human person.’’ 

 

3. Radio Catholique France (ECF) runs a 
series of recorded interviews on the issue of 
Human Trafficking. Podcasts of those 
interviews are available  at https://rcf.fr/ 

RENATE member Marie Hélène Halligon, 

sends us news of the recording last month, on 
the issue of Child Trafficking Worldwide and 
discussions on the report  entitle “Invisible children / an unpunished crime: Taking action 
against the exploitation and trafficking of children” published by Secours Catholique. 

To access the podcast: https://rcf.fr/la-matinale/la-traite-des-enfants-l-echelle-mondiale 

4. Twitter storm on Saturday, 8 February - RENATE members were delighted to 
participate in a novel awareness-raising action organised by our colleagues at the UISG 
and Talitha Kum on the Twitter platform, where each person sent 5 Tweets as part of a 
Twitter storm, during the period 13:00 – 14:00. #PrayAgainstTrafficking 

 

5. Gabriella Mezinger, SJC & Gabriella 
Legradi, SJC in Hungary, send us news that 
goes right back to 2014, when  a small group 
of religious sisters and lay women initiated a 
prayer event in the Sacred Heart Jesuit 
Church in Budapest for trafficked people on 
the feast of St. Bakhita Josephine. 

On 7th February 2020- the vigil of St. 
Bakhita’s feast- SOLWODI Hungary 
Association invited the religious from 
Budapest for the 7th time to pray for the victims 
of human trafficking, through the intercession of 
St. Josephine Bakhita. 

The Holy Mass was celebrated by H. E. Dr Ferenc Cserháti, Bishop of Hungarians living 
abroad. The prayers of the Faithful were inspired by the prayer of a Hungarian lady, a 
survivor of human trafficking. 

The Holy Mass was preceded by a pilot project of SOLWODI Hungary Association in 
collaboration with ORFK (Hungarian Police) and the House of Dialogue – the Jesuit 
Cultural and Spiritual Centre in Budapest. 

about:blank
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6.      06 February 2020, The Tablet.   

 

St Josephine Bakhita and the fight against trafficking.  
by Anne Kelleher, Patricia Mulhall, CSB, Imelda Poole, IBVM. 
 
The feature remains available at :  
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/blogs/1/1355/st-josephine-bakhita-and-the-fight-against-trafficking 

 

7. A number of resources to assist our work together remain available as follows: 

(a). The Talitha Kum Prayer Vigil ”Together against Human Trafficking,” is 
accessible at: 

https://preghieracontrotratta.org/files/documenti/ENG_Vigil-of-prayer__GMPT-
2020_fzeKQIr.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=4fc45db8-3f97-4d68-bcd5-
39c806fb9e2c 

(b). The 2020 National Slavery & Human Trafficking Prevention month & Day of Prayer 
Toolkit created by the US Catholic Bishop’s Conference, is available at: 

http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/upload/Anti-Trafficking-Toolkit-
2020.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=4fc45db8-3f97-4d68-bcd5-39c806fb9e2c 

( c). The US Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking Newsletter is available at: 

http://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020-02-Stop-
Trafficking.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=4fc45db8-3f97-4d68-bcd5-39c806fb9e2c 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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I think of the many women & men 

labourers, including minors, 

subjugated in different sectors, 

whether formally or informallIy, in 

domestic or agricultural workplaces, 

or in the manufacturing or mining 

industries. – Pope Francis.  

                     RENATE HOUSE OF PRAYER. 

Prayer is an essential part of our daily lives as we work to end Human Trafficking and 
Exploitation. Developing the 
RENATE network as a 
powerhouse of prayer calls upon 
each of us to contribute and 
sustain one another. A virtual 
House of Prayer is one concrete 
way in which we can all be joined 
in prayer together. 

Work continues apace on 
updating the House of Prayer 
section of the RENATE website. 

There is a new addition to this 
section of the site, with the 
introduction of a Daily Dias, in the 
form of a virtual Prayer book, 
where you can ‘turn the pages’ and enjoy a daily Dias. 

Simply follow these steps: 

log on to www.renate-europe.net 

Open the link under ‘House of Prayer.’ 

Click on the ‘Pray Once a Day’ bar on the right side of the page. 

The virtual Prayer Book will then open in the centre of your screen. To enlarge it, just 
double click on the book to see full size. 

We hope you enjoy this new dimension to the website and encourage your engagement 
and your colleagues also,  with the House of Prayer.  

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Rights for Victims of Human Trafficking. 

We are grateful to our RENATE colleagues at 
Contre la Traite des Être Humains for sharing 
with us the January edition of the NGO’s 
Newsletter. 

The January edition focused primarily on the 
importance of regularisation of the victim of 
human trafficking in order that s/he can secure 
their human rights. 

Frequently, victims of trafficking are unable to 
prove their identity. The absence of 
identification papers has a consequent impact 
on the person’s ability to obtain a housing permit, 
access education, medical services and much more. 

Processing asylum requests is slow, during which time the person cannot work. An 
inability to join the workforce slows down the survivor’s capacities to integrate into the 
local community, apart altogether from the inability to earn an income and enjoy ensuing 
freedoms. 

Additional features in the issue ranged from an article on Trafficking in Human Beings 
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;  an exploration of the phenomenon of 
trafficking of minors in Paris; to how GRETA is making efforts to combat Human 
Trafficking in our time. 

The January 2020 edition of the Contre la Traite des Êtres Humains is available at:  

http://www.contrelatraite.org/regularisation 
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RENATE at action in the UN----Advocacy in action! 

Within the 43th session of the UN Human Rights 

council, it is possible for a limited number of NGOs to 

answer directly to the report of a Special Rapporteur, 

and we got this opportunity, thanks to RENATE 

member Mirjam Beike, OLCGS, who delivered a very 

meaningful oral statement to the report of the outgoing 

Bulgarian Special Rapporteur on child sale and 

exploitation of children in Bulgaria.  In collaboration 

with our RENATE member in Bulgaria, Joanna Terezieva, 

together with the NGO “Right to Childhood”, based in 

Ruse, Bulgaria, identified several points which need to be improved in Bulgaria, in order to address 

the trafficking of children.  

Through Mirjam, RENATE was able to bring attention to the situation in Bulgaria whereby the 

“Juvenile Delinquency Act” - a law from 1958- punishes children for a behavior which adults are not 

punished for, such as begging or wandering. It is clinically recognized that children, who were victims 

of trafficking often show this behavior as a result of their trauma, and are punished for a behavior 

which should be treated professionally as a result of trauma, but not as criminals. Therefore, the 

current situation in Bulgaria where social and psychological professions are unregulated, firstly 

needs regulation and secondly, good training and be in line with international standards.  

This problem, which was identified by the organization “Right to Childhood”, was equally mentioned 

in the report of the Special Rapporteur on child sale and exploitation of children. So we could affirm 

this report through the experience of our work in the field in Bulgaria. 

All in all, this has been very effective networking. Our members from Bulgaria have already used the 

statement and the video, which is available on the UN’s Web.TV to start their lobby work with a 

group of fieldworkers and politicians. We wish our colleagues in Bulgaria every success and hope 

that very soon, children in Bulgaria, who are victims of trafficking will not be punished for acting out 

their trauma but instead, will be helped by highly educated professionals.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Prayer to Combat the CORONA Virus Pandemic. 

Most merciful and triune God, we come to You in our weakness, we come to You in our 
fear,   

We come to You in trust. 

We place before You the disease present in our world and turn to You in our time of need. 

Bring wisdom to doctors. Give understanding to 
scientists. 

Endow caregivers with compassion and generosity.  

Bring healing to those who are ill. 

Protect those who are most at risk. 

Give comfort to those who have lost a loved one.   

Welcome into Your eternal home those who have 
died. 

Stabilize our communities. 

Unite us in our compassion.  

Remove all fear from our hearts.  

Fill us with confidence in Your care.  

Jesus I trust in You. 

Jesus I trust in You.  

Jesus I trust in You.  

Author unknown. Posted on AscensionPress.com 
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  Be part of the RENATE Network: 

                   Email: Communications@renate-europe.net 

                   Join us on Twitter :  @RenateEurope1   

Follow us on Facebook:@renateurope  

Instagram:  RENATE_EUROPE 

Sign up for Website membership www.renate-europe.net            

 Anne Kelleher, Editor. 
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