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R E N A T E P o l i c y S tatem en t o n
H u m an T r af f i c k i n g an d E x p l o i tati o n
“RENATE endeavours to abolish all forms of
human traﬃcking and exploitation that violates
the human dignity and rights of persons.
Throughout its European Network, RENATE
adopts a Victim-Centred, Human Rights,
Trauma-informed approach in relation to the
Law.”
12 May 2019
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Welcome from RENATE President,
Imelda Poole (IBVM)
In the same year that Talitha
Kum was founded in 2009,
RENATE was being encouraged,
by the Talitha Kum International
group of religious working
against Human Traﬃcking, to
found a network across Europe
to be the link in cross border
work with the already
established networks of religious
working against Human
Traﬃcking across the world.
RENATE rejoices with Talitha Kum
in celebrating their 10th anniversary. Congratulations to
this wonderful and supportive global umbrella network.
We celebrate their great achievements over the years and
join with religious all over the world in Rome in September
2019 at this event. This will be a time to rejoice, to
remember those who now survive from such ordeals but
we will also be encouraging each other to continue this
work until Human Traﬃcking is eliminated from the planet.
RENATE will celebrate their 10th anniversary in October,
2020, at a RENATE Film Festival event also in Rome. We
hope to launch at this time the RENATE research on
Traﬃcking and the Law across Europe. Many will be
engaged in the implementation of these two great actions
against Human Traﬃcking. It is hoped that it will be a
signiﬁcant time for advocacy, justice and awareness raising
and for revealing the truth behind the hidden statistics and
the amazing conﬂict of law across Europe.

Diﬀerences in HT law in Europe,
as with HT law across the USA,
disenables the victims in
Europe from receiving full
justice and prevents the
perpetrators from receiving
their due penalty. The training
recently given on ‘Traﬃcking
and the Law across Europe’,
revealed this reality and
RENATE was fortunate to have
one of the best human rights
lawyers in the USA speaking of
the conﬂicts across the USA in
HT law. We were awakened to
this reality and the fact that
cross border work, in such a
climate, is complicated. This
trade in human beings is a deep
seated crime; injustice is
deepened by weak law and
becomes a failure on the part
of humankind to release the
victim from their trauma and
into freedom.

ENDING TRAFFICKING BEGINS WITH US
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RENATE
6 MONTH REPORT
Nov. 2018 - April 2019
The last six months have resulted in much change in the working strategies of RENATE.
Self-managing groups focusing on various aspects of the work against human traﬃcking are now
in place and these include: RENATE Advocacy, Awareness Raising, Capacity Building and RENATE
Assembly 2021.

RENATE Country Groups are also beginning to meet on a regular basis, supporting each other in
collaboration with the European network. Data collection has been one of the main issues to measure
the extent of the work and the depth of the crime as witnessed by the members. This report has a new
look which reﬂects this focus. It is an important shift in the strategy for combatting Human Traﬃcking.
The Research on Child Traﬃcking now published and launched in the House of Commons in the UK, in
January 2019, is another illustration of the focus on research and the details needed to highlight the
extent and the manner of the crime across the continent.

“We hope to speak out more vocally over the upcoming five years as RENATE moves
out from its strong base to work more tirelessly to combat human trafficking by
2030…”
Please click the link to read the full report: https://www.renate-europe.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/RENATE-6-Month-REPORT.pdf
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On the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of Talitha Kum, Gabriella
Bottani, smc, is amongst those recognised as the Trafficking in
Persons (TIP) heroes 2019.
We rejoice with our colleagues at Talitha Kum on
the great honour bestowed upon Sr. Gabriella. The
recognition of the extent of anti-human traﬃcking
work undertaken by Religious across the world is
welcome, it shines a necessary spotlight on the
ever-evolving and multi-faceted crime of human
traﬃcking and exploitation. In her address, Gabriella
acknowledged her fellow TIP heroes, identiﬁed the
underlying causes of Human Traﬃcking and invited
everyone to engage in the ﬁght to combat this
crime.
Full address at: https://drive.google.com/ﬁle/d/1m0w6tv_lqYP1uGp-dIyHkgJNJxYDTDMi/view?usp=embed_facebook&fbclid=IwAR2CSKpzIgj871H15BqBP9XA8FhohNGLzO0usq9CJla8nHHGW
A9yt1X2HMw

Meeting the UN Sustainable Development Goals- RENATE
General Assembly 2021. ‘’Everyone is a development actor.’’
As RENATE prepares for its 3rd Assembly (2021)
with the theme ‘Together Towards 2030,’ the
following article by the United Nations Deputy
Secretary General Amina Mohammed is a timely
reminder that ‘’the clock is ticking down’’ in the
face of climate change, inequalities and other
serious challenges.
Already engaged as a collaborative network
working to combat human traﬃcking and
exploitation, the RENATE network is ideally positioned to play its part in adopting a fully integrated approach
towards the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development that engage all in
prevention and development work.
As we prepare for the RENATE Assembly, it will be useful to keep in mind Deputy Secretary General Mohammed’s
call to ‘’reﬂect honestly about where we are falling short because these shortcomings are also where the opportunities lie to make a diﬀerence.’’
Full article at: https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/04/1036531
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RENATE member Begona Inarra who runs the RENATE France
Blog, has written a valuable resumé of the call to respond to the
Pastoral Orientations on Human Trafficking.
The blog encompasses the following areas, with a brief synopsis relating to each.
1.
Commodiﬁcation of people.
2.
Necessary changes to society.
3.
Victims of human traﬃcking as being invisible.
4.
Responsibilities of Catholic to respond to their Baptismal calling.
5.
Limit forced migration.
Access the full Blog at: https://renatefrance.wordpress.com/2019/04/16/la-feuille-de-route-du-saint-siege-contre-la-traite-humaine/

RENATE colleagues at MECPATHS Ireland (Mercy
Eﬀorts for Child Protection Against Traﬃcking with
the Hospitality Sector) shared a story of hope during
Holy Week, the story of a survivor of Child Traﬃcking.
MECPATHS were extremely fortunate in 2018 to meet
with a survivor of Child Traﬃcking. Maya, a young
person from the United Kingdom, experienced
ﬁrst-hand what it is to be traﬃcked for the purpose of exploitation. Maya’s strength of self and her willingness
to educate and keep others safe is remarkable. Her sharing of story and her commitment to developing a world
where Child Traﬃcking is no longer, is inspiring.
Please take some time to listen to Maya’s journey here: https://mecpaths.ie/2019/03/22/a-survivor-of-child-traﬃcking-speaks-out/

Clare O’ Mahony, olcgs, reﬂects on her ministry in recent times.
You can read Clare’s full reﬂection in the archives for April 2019 on the news
section of the RENATE website, but here is a little snippet! ‘’In Northern Ireland,
since January 2018, we have not had statutory events or discussion meetings
concerning the overall work undertaken in relation to traﬃcking of women for
sexual exploitation or, as has been prevalent here migrant workers traﬃcked for
economic exploitation. Both these problems are still part of our reality and the dearth of focus or sharing of
supports in place is probably due to the absence of our Executive functioning….’
www.renate-europe.net (April 2019 News).
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Pope Francis invited RENATE member Sr. Eugenia Bonetti, a long-time activist in the ﬁght against human
traﬃcking, to write the meditations for his celebration of the Good Friday Way of the Cross prayer service at
Rome’s Colosseum 19 April, 2019 (Credit: CNS.).
In responding to the invitation from Pope Francis, Sr. Eugenia reﬂected upon her lifetime’s work dedicated to
rescuing women from human traﬃcking and sex slavery. Sr. Eugenia has said it was an opportunity to give
expression to what she has been “doing, listening, and suﬀering” for more than twenty years in the area of
anti-human traﬃcking work and to raise awareness to the fact that the slave trade needs our urgent attention
as it continues to thrive in contemporary times.
Pope Francis Good Friday Prayer Service is available at: http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html

RENATE is privileged to have a seat at the Conference of INGOs (Council of
Europe) where we are represented by RENATE member Marie Hélène Halligon, olcgs.
Marie Hélène attends every meeting of the Conference of the INGOs and her reports
regularly feature on the RENATE website. In April, thanks to her reports, we learned
about Resolution CONF/PLE 2019 RES 1 adopted by the Conference of INGOS on 12
April 2019 ‘’The Future of the Council of Europe: Civil Society’s Commitment.’’
At a side event on 11 April, 2019 ‘Duty or Oﬀence of Solidarity: the action of NGOs in
the System of Assistance and Support to Migrants and Refugees,’ we learned that amongst the aspects under
discussion were concerns for the detention of migrant children in Europe; concerns for civil society organisations
and their members who are threatened or sanctioned for assisting people on the migration route by providing
legal, humanitarian or social assistance and concerns for the extent to which governments seem to be more
concerned with protecting their country borders and not people.

Full report available at: https://www.renate-europe.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/CoE-April-11-2019-Migration-Side-Event-110419-communique-en.pdf
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RENATE Country groups meet.
The training took place at the Sarajevo Hotel,
Kosovo, on 27 June, from 09:00 a.m. to 16:00.
Jess Templeman, Head of Programmes and
Training at the ARISE Foundation, facilitated a
most enjoyable and beneﬁcial day.
RENATE members in France convened their ﬁrst
country group meeting in June, when the
members took the opportunity to look back to
their earlier years with the founding of RENATE
and share from the wisdom of experiences over
the past decade
Arising from the Annual Working Board meeting held
in Lviv, November 2018, it was decided that Working
Board members representing a country at the
Working Board meetings, would each convene a
general meeting of RENATE members from their
respective countries.
The ﬁrst such meeting was held in Albania, 4 April
2019. Those present represented all the main
organisations in Albania, involved in direct action
against Human Traﬃcking and Exploitation. It was an
opportunity to gather and share information about
working in the ﬁeld of anti-traﬃcking in Albania and
collaborate on what the next steps are for developing
such work. During this meeting the members
compiled a draft action plan and were encouraged to
hold meetings every two months.
They also decided on the need for training for members in the area of Public Relations and speciﬁcally in
connection with devising reports and other instruments. In this regard our colleagues at the Arise
Foundation- already known to many of us because of

The training took place at the Sarajevo
Hotel, Kosovo, on 27 June, from 09:00
a.m. to 16:00. Jess Templeman, Head of
Programmes and Training at the ARISE
Foundation, facilitated a most enjoyable
and beneﬁcial day.
RENATE members in France convened
their ﬁrst country group meeting in June,
when the members took the opportunity
to look back to their earlier years with
the founding of RENATE and share from
the wisdom of experiences over the past
decade Members in the UK and Ireland
are convening country group meetings
over the summer, with Romania and
others to follow in the Autumn.
More at: https://www.facebook.com/BigHeartBike/about/

their ongoing generous support to Religious working
to combat Human Traﬃcking- provided training on
the topic “Reporting and Eﬀective Communication of
NGOs.”
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Pastoral Orientations on Human Trafficking: ‘Releasing those
unjustly bound.’
RENATE President Imelda Poole,
Sr Maria Luisa Puglisi AASC,
director of the Fundación
Amaranta, and RENATE
Communications Person, Anne
Kelleher, were amongst
approximately 200 delegates
gathered at Fraterna Domus, in
Sacroﬁno, near Rome to look
concretely, pastorally and
practically at the Church’s implementation of the POHT, favouring a deep appropriation and our working
better in concert. It was a time of open and deep sharing and reﬂecting on how best to implement the
Pastoral Orientations on Human Traﬃcking document, produced by the Vatican 17 January 2019.
It was a hugely valuable time of reﬂection and hard work, underpinned by mutual respect and appreciation
for each other’s contributions. By 11 April, we had collectively devised 500+ recommendations, which will be
further reﬁned and condensed before taking them further in terms of implementation at local parish and
community levels.
More at: https://migrants-refugees.va

Collaboration is Key to working
to Combat Human Trafficking.
The latest partnership project between the Medaille
Trust in the UK and the MWL Foundation in Albania has
resulted in the oﬃcial opening of the Mary ward Loreto
Advice and Service Centre in Tirana, Albania, launched
by Garry Smith, CEO of the Medaille Trust in the UK.
The centre gives advice and support to those who are
the most vulnerable and at risk of being traﬃcked in
the Albanian capital.
Medaille and Mary Ward Loreto have been working in
partnership since 2013, as the Medaille Trust realised
the need to support those who are victims of modern
slavery in Albania and help to prevent traﬃcking from countries of origin. Albania is the UK’s biggest
source-country of adult victims of modern slavery – in 2018 730 of the 3,856 adult victims referred to the
National Referral Mechanism were Albanians (18.9%).
Since 2014, Mary Ward Loreto have provided counselling via SKYPE to Albanian victims in Medaille safe
houses in the UK.
More at : www.albaniahope.com and www.medaille-trust.org.uk
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Using Technology to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings:
Turning a Liabilty into an Asset- Representation at the OSCE
19th Alliance against Trafficking in Person’s Conference, Vienna,
April 2019.
RENATE members Ana Stakaj
(Albania) and Annie Bannister
(UK) represented RENATE at the
OSCE conference where the
focus was on improving our
understanding of how
technology is being misused to
facilitate human traﬃcking and
exploitation so that we can
build better responses and
exploring how technology can
be adopted to help combat all forms of human traﬃcking. The Secretary General stated that regrettably, it is a
fact of life that technology and the internet are enabling the market for human traﬃcking. Anonymity
contributes to the global increase of this crime and the associated illegal proceeds which human traﬃcking
includes. It was agreed at the conference that our task should be to harness technology as an asset. For more,
please see the April 2019 archive under the news section www.renate-europe.net

Collaborations are key to success in anti-human
trafficking work in Romania.
As the academic year comes to an end, congratulations
to RENATE colleagues at SOLWODI Romania having
concluded their anti- human traﬃcking awareness-raising work with students in Com. Dragalina. It has been a
very successful collaboration with the Romanian
National Agency against Human Traﬃcking, Adpare,
Romania. During the seminars, the presenters and
students were able to explore how and why global
patterns of work have changed and the practical eﬀects
where people seek employment through the internet,
which requires astute insights in order to distinguish
between honest job opportunities and those that are traps for human traﬃcking and exploitation. More at:
www.solwodi.ro

AWARENESS-RAISING, Education and Training Campaigns:

Psycho-Social Centre ‘VATRA’ educational awareness-raising campaigns. RENATE colleagues at the Psycho-Social
Centre ‘VATRA,’ Albania, share news of the success of their anti-human traﬃcking awareness-raising Forum
with the students at Himara High school , on the topic of ‘Information on the phenomenon of Human
Traﬃcking: Prevention and identiﬁcation mechanisms as well as work on the reintegration of victims who have
survived traﬃcking.’ Through active participation and discussions, students not only gained knowledge and
insights, they also appreciated how education plays an important part in ensuring youth are less vulnerable to
traﬃckers. The ability to gain employment and be self-supporting is a signiﬁcant safety to reducing vulnerability
to traﬃcking and exploitation. More at : www.qendravatra.org.al
Pg.8

CARITAS Slovakia launched an online campaign to combat Human
Trafficking.
RENATE colleagues at Caritas Slovakia share news about the launch of an online, nationwide preventive campaign
to combat traﬃcking in human beings. The format is by means of a video clip, Don’t get Enslaved.
Caritas wants to talk more about the real pitfalls of modern slavery, which often aﬀects marginalized groups in
the poorest regions of Slovakia: https://youtu.be/E1BGjw5G0Yw
The face of the online campaign is a well-known rapper Ego, who willingly cooperated with all concerned:
https://youtu.be/2oaV2mkfXVI
Link to Slovak article: https://obchodsludmi.sk/nenechaj-sa-zotrocit/
www.charita.sk: https://obchodsludmi.sk/nenechaj-sa-zotrocit/

Awareness-Raising- the key to Sustainable Resilience Building.
Albanians, especially the youth, are one of the most traﬃcked populations in Europe. Despite only having a
population of 2.8 million, Albanian victims of exploitation are found in almost every country in Europe; the UK alone
conﬁrmed 1,274 victims in 2017-18. These are the lucky ones who made it through the complicated government
system. Countless more in the UK and all over Europe will never be recorded.
Youth unemployment hovers around 23%, meaning around a quarter of people between 16 and 24 are neither in
education or work. Traﬃckers oﬀering high salary ‘jobs’ in Europe easily prey on those who are concerned about their
job prospects. But it is not just those out of work who are vulnerable; university students are increasingly being
traﬃcked through the ‘boyfriend’
or ‘partying’ models. In these
models, personal relationships,
formed when students are ﬁrst
living away from home, are used to
manipulate people into exploitation. Informed by values-laden
thinking and ethical leadership, the
ARISE Foundation oﬀer possibilities
for grant-aided training and support
to organisations which work to
combat human traﬃcking and
eﬀect change at grassroots level.

RENATE members at Diﬀerent and Equal
in Albania, continue to actively engage in
anti-human traﬃcking trainings and
awareness-raising initiatives which strategically involve collaborative processes
with key stakeholders in the anti-human
traﬃcking ﬁeld.
An example being the recent training in
June 2019, organised in cooperation with
the Oﬃce of the National Coordinator for
the Fight Against Traﬃcking in Persons at
the Ministry of Interior. The title of the
training was "Increasing the capacity of
professionals in dealing with cases of
victims / potential victims of traﬃcking by focusing on all aspects from identiﬁcation, referral, protection to their
reintegration into society." In attendance were members of the Regional Committee and the Durrës Anti-Traﬃcking Technical Roundtable, social workers, psychologists, staﬀ of Regional State Social Service Oﬃces, employees
of the Child Protection Unit, social administrators, representatives of the prefecture, medical staﬀ, educational
institutions, border police and other non-proﬁt organizations from the district.
www.diﬀerentandequal.org

Education and training of hospital staffs- Human Trafficking and
Exploitation.
Until recently, responding to Human Traﬃcking was considered the task of the police. It is now recognised that
healthcare providers have the potential to play a crucial role in human traﬃcking prevention, identiﬁcation and
intervention. Traﬃcked patients are often unidentiﬁed due to lack of education and preparation available to
healthcare professionals at all levels of training and practice. The medical sector is increasingly open to
opportunities to attend training and awareness-raising regarding human traﬃcking.
In Albania, MWL staﬀ have just completed presenting an intensive series of seminars on Human Traﬃcking –
identiﬁcation and action , amongst the medical professions in Tirana, centring on the provocative question ‘’Who
is in your waiting room?’’
It is likely that training and working with the medical sector will broaden and deepen
RENATE’s reach in its eﬀorts to combat and end Human Traﬃcking and Exploitation.
More at: www.albaniahope.com
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FUNDACION AMARANTA TRAINING INITIATIVES.
On 21 May 2019 our colleagues at Amaranta
Fundación de Solidaridad commenced teaching the
Professional Association of Social Workers in
Madrid, an introduction to the course on the
Detection of Victims of Human Traﬃcking.
This initiative promoted by the Community in
Madrid within the framework of its Anti-Traﬃcking Strategy, is giving Amaranta the opportunity to train
diﬀerent Professional Associations in the ﬁeld of social issues and speciﬁcally, to help frontline workers
detect and play their part in prevention and combatting Human Traﬃcking.
•In late June, Amaranta Fundación de Solidaridad concluded its training with the Professional College of
Educators and Social Educators. This was a joint training activity in conjunction with the Esperanza
Adoratrices Project , which facilitates face-to-face praxis, thereby making the online part of the training
more dynamic.
• Training on detecting child victims of human traﬃcking has been completed by Fundación de Solidaridad
Amaranta. The training comprised a two-day programme in st week in Guadalajara, addressing a team of
twenty ﬁve professionals from the Social Welfare Ministry of the Junta de Castilla, La Mancha, Spain.
Congratulations to our colleagues, on wonderful work to inform, train and enable as many as possible to
play their part in the work to combat human traﬃcking.
For information on the NGO: www.fundacionamaranta.org

Launch of new Beginnings at SOLWODI Romania.
RENATE member Adina Balan, cj, shares with us news about the launch of New Beginnings, an initiative
with based on integrated services for victims of Human Traﬃcking and Domestic Violence.
The launch took place on 18 May 2019, as part of ongoing events to mark the 10th anniversary of
SOLWODI Romania.
In this regard, the NGO runs ﬁve projects:
The counselling centre, the shelter, the transitional living program, Raising awareness activities, Selfconﬁdence groups for women in vulnerable communities.’’ More at: http://solwodi.ro/EN/
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RENATE Training event –
‘’Human Trafficking and the
Law.’’ Sweden, 6-10 May 2019.

MEDAILLE TRUST shares
about the value of Art Therapy
as trafficking survivors
recover and heal.

In early May, twenty ﬁve RENATE members met in

Art-work created by women participating in

Sweden, to reﬂect upon the Nordic model and learn

art-therapy sessions with a voluntary Art-Therapist

from the experiences encountered in Sweden. The

student at one of the Medaille Trust Safe Houses in

adoption of the Nordic model by Sweden twenty years

the UK, have been showcased by the Trust, as it

ago, lead the way for other countries worldwide to

acknowledges its appreciation for the therapeutic

consider how to address helping women in prostitution

capacities of the arts.

from a Human Rights approach. It was an intense but

Through the art-therapy sessions, the Trust’s clients

most valuable week’s work which resulted in the

have been able to express and explore their experi-

RENATE Policy Statement on Human Traﬃcking and

ences. The women have used the sessions to not

the Law.

only depict their journeys but also their hopes for

Full report on the training is available at:

the future.

RENATE Training on Human Traﬃcking & the Law,

More at: www.medaille-trust.org.uk

Sweden, 6-10 May 2019.
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RESEARCH: Mary Ward Loreto Foundation launches research
findings on Migration of Albanians.
Migration is a phenomenon that has aﬀected
nearly all Albanians.
Statistics show that most
Albanians want to leave in
order to have a better life
outside of Albania. Given
the facts, this study was
undertaken in order to
identify the factors that
push Albanians to migrate.
The study had as a sample
1,105 individuals with an
equal gender distribution
and a range of ages.
For a copy of the research: https://www.renate-europe.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/The-study-report-Albanians-and-Migration.pdf

RENATE members in Albania complete training with the McCain
Institute for International Leadership, on Character Driven
Leadership.
On 18 June 2019, MWL
Foundation’s staﬀ members successfully completed the full Character
Driven Leadership training,
led by Edlira Gjoni, Next
Generation Leader, McCain
Institute for International
Leadership.
Through this training, the
team is being transformed
into advocates for common core values of integrity, responsibility, respect, trust, economic opportunity,
freedom, and human dignity.
https://www.albaniahope.com/…/mwl-staﬀ-ﬁnal-training-day…/

Pg.13

ENDING

TRAFFICKING

BEGINS
WITH US

Be part of the RENATE Network:
Email: Communications@renate-europe.net
Join us on Twitter: @RenateEurope1
Follow us on Facebook.
Sign up for Website membership www.renate-europe.net
Anne Kelleher, Editor.

