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WELCOME FROM IMELDA POOLE (IBVM)
RENATE President
On reading this newsletter, you are taken into the very breadth and depth of the mission against
human trafficking and into the lives and beating hearts of the members of RENATE who work
selflessly and with great compassion to combat this heinous crime. We can see this crime being
enacted, we only need the eyes to see and the heart to be opened to the suffering present in the
lives of all of us, nearby, wherever we live and whoever we are. During these recent weeks I have
been exposed to the most terrible labour trafficking and abuse of hundreds of very poor people
where I live. They work horrendous hours in shoe and tailoring factories, exposed to dangerous
chemicals without safeguarding protections, earning no more than 100 euro a month. Most
cannot survive for more than a couple of years after which time another group of press-ganged,
desperate people are employed to take their place - for another while, and so the abuse goes on
and on and on.
Others are contracted to a certain wage which is given but the contract states that half is given
back each month, a scam beyond our thinking, yet this is a reality in our part of the world and
maybe in yours. The demand for cheap goods is great. Sadly and too often we turn a blind eye to
such abuse. It is the season of Lent leading into that most Holy Week of the death and
resurrection of Jesus. At this special time let us turn our hearts to the millions today walking this
daily journey of the Cross, may they too experience the hope of the Resurrection in the midst of
such suffering.
RENATE celebrates its first decade: March 2009 – March 2019.
Enjoy the photo montage of the early years! Click here to watch it.

WE ALL ARE PARTNERS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING.

On 5th March, Mary Ward
Loreto Men (MWL Men) and
Mary Ward Loreto Youth
(MWL Youth), gathered at
Lushnj, to attend a forum
entitled A Project on Safe
Emigration and Human
Trafficking, led by the MWL
Men. A panel led the group of
men and youth present in a
discussion about trafficking,
emigration,
coaching
for
employment and tourism in
Albania. The forum included perspectives and voices from women, youth, and men.

Following the forum, the youth focus group convened to sign their contracts with MWL President,
Sr. Imelda Poole. In signing their contract, each of the young people made a commitment to the
coaching programme. Imelda Poole signed the contract on behalf of MWL, as a sign of MWL’s
commitment to these youth and their futures. We are all partners in the fight against human
trafficking and days like this show how that fight can only be accomplished through community
and commitment.

RECOGNITION OF THE VALUABLE ROLE MADE BY RELIGIOUS SISTERS IN THE
WORK TO COMBAT HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND EXPLOITATION

At a conference entitled Woman as
Promoter of Hope, organized by the
World Union of Catholic Women’s
Organisations (WUCWO) on the
occasion of International Women’s
Day 2019, British Ambassador to
the Holy see, H.E. Sally Axworthy
once again affirmed the work of
Religious sisters, stating ‘’In
partnering with Religious sisters,
we can make change, have impact
and address the global challenges we are working with. Ambassador Axworthy spoke of how
women in policy and especially foreign policy, work with Religious sisters towards achieving
foreign policy objectives. She referred to two specific areas (1) the prevention of sexual violence
and (2) combatting modern slavery.

Full report: https://zenit.org/articles/feature-in-partnering-with-religious-sisters-we-can-makechange-and-tackle-global-challenges-affirms-british-ambassador-to-the-holy-see-sallyaxworthy/

MARIE HÉLÈNE HALLIGON, RENATE REPRESENTATIVE AT THE COUNCIL OF
EUROPE CONFERENCE OF INGO’S, SHARES WITH US THE PROCEEDINGS FROM THE
1ST WORLD NGO DAY, 27 FEBRUARY 2019.
The event gathered a variety of stakeholders, including representatives of Civil Society,
Permanent representatives of Council of Europe Members States, prominent Human Rights
activists, students and members of the Secretariat of the Council of Europe. Those present were
particularly delighted to welcome Marcis Liors Skadmanis, founder of the international calendar
day for Non-governmental organizations, ‘World NGO Day’.
NGOs enjoying participatory status with the Council of Europe are partners of the Council of
Europe bodies and institutions with regard to standard-setting, monitoring and implementation
of activities. However, most of them agree that there is room for improvement to make this
contribution less sectorial and more visible.
More at: https://www.renate-europe.net/statement-from-anna-rurka-president-of-theconference-of-ingos-council-of-europe-celebrates

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND MODERN SLAVERY: INTRODUCING THE ISSUE AND
RECOGNISING THE SIGNS. PUBLICATION BY MIKE EMBERSON AND RETIRED CEO
MEDAILLE TRUST.

In an exciting new venture The
Medaille Trust has partnered
with Redemptorist Publishing
to
produce
a
book
entitled Human Trafficking &
Modern Slavery: Introducing
the issue and Recognising the
Signs, by Mike Emberson.
The book describes the horror
of modern day slavery and
human trafficking in the UK.
Each year, thousands of victims
are brought into the country to
be exploited in brothels, on
farms and in private homes.
This worldwide trade is
estimated to enslave millions of
people
and
earn
the
perpetrators of the crime,
billions of pounds. This book
details the part the UK plays in
this vile trade.
Illustrated by real-life case
studies and informed by the
authors’ many years of work in
this field, the shocking details of this human rights abuse are laid bare. Publication ISBN:
9780852314852.

8 FEBRUARY, 2019 – ST. BAKHITA DAY, INTERNATIONAL DAY OF AWARENESS
AND PRAYER AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING.

Since the canonization of St. Bakhita in 2000, in recent years the RENATE network marks the 8th
of February in a variety of ways, all with a view to raising awareness about Human Trafficking and
campaigning to bring about its end.
RENATE members at the Medaille Trust in
the UK, shared with us news of the Trust’s sixyear awareness-raising partnership with the
Archdiocese of Birmingham. This year, St
Chad’s Cathedral in central Birmingham
hosted an Ecumenical occasion with music
and spoken word to inspire and motivate
everyone present, regardless of creed or
practice.
RENATE member Gabriella Legradi, SCSC,
President SOLWODI Hungary, shared news of
their conference on Human Trafficking and
Forced Prostitution entitled The Networks of
Sin and the Networks of Prayer. At the
conference, H.E Michael August Blume Nuncio
(photographed) echoed the pope’s call
addressed to all of us: to welcome the victims
of violence and to keep in mind the example of
St. Bakhita’s story as both a source of hope and
a very powerful witness of God’s healing love.
For more information: https://www.renate-europe.net/the-networks-of-sin-and-the-networksof-prayer-a-conference-on-human-trafficking-and-forced-prostitution-solwodi-hungary-on-theoccasion-of-the-international-day-of-awareness-and-prayer-against-huma/

In Albania, the URAT Network with the
support of the Archbishop of the Diocese
of Tirana-Durres, organized a special
prayer service at the Cathedral of St.
Paul in Tirana.
This event gathered all those who work
in the anti-trafficking field in Albania.
Among those present were Imelda Poole
MWL, Ms. Brikena Puka, Vatra Psycho –
Social Centre; Mrs. Syrie Pepa, Different
and Equal;
Erion Prendi SHKEJI
Organization; Ms. Ana Majko, ARSIS
Initiatives; Mrs. Rovena Voda, Anti-trafficking Coordinator / Ministry of Interior; Mr. Alfred
Matoshi, The Men’s Shed; Don Marjam Lumci and the Deputy Ambassador of OSCE, Mr. Robert
Wilton.
Many thanks to all who made this evening
a success: Ana Stakaj with MWL who
facilitated the service on behalf of URAT;
Erion Prendi from SHKEJ, chair of URAT,
who coordinated the presentation; Gazi
Memaj who organized the beautiful
music; and Genc Gjoci who works with
MWL and coordinated the youth
presentations during the event. Prayers
were said and candles were lit for the
victims of trafficking, with calls to end
Human Trafficking. Two short films were
screened, one of Pope Francis speaking
about the fight against human trafficking
in the world and the other a performance
of a song called: ‘Inside so Strong’, sung
by the girls of Loreto Grammar School,
Altrincham, UK, and dedicated to the
victims of Human Trafficking, a song of
hope and strength.
More at:
http://www.albaniahope.com/antipeople-trafficking/february-8th-2019bakhita-day-prayer-vigil-together-against-human-trafficking/

In France, RENATE members Marie Hélène Halligon and Begoña Inarra, called us to remember
trafficked victims and survivors through writing in their Blog, entitled Let us shine a light on 8
February
to
remember
trafficked
victims
and
survivors,
as
follows:
https://renatefrance.wordpress.com/2019/02/03/8-fevrier-2019-allumons-une-lumiere-contrela-traite-des-personnes/

In
Italy,
RENATE
members
throughout the country, gathered
together in prayer, at their various
locations.
The main events took place under
the auspices of Talitha Kum in Rome.
Click here to read the latest news
from Talitha Kum.

In Ireland, RENATE members at APT
(Act to Prevent Trafficking), with the
support of AMRI (the Association of
Leaders of Missionaries and Religious of
Ireland) organised a national awarenessraising conference, held at the Irish
Government’s Department of Justice
and Equality on 1 March.
The Conference drew together a crosssection of society, including Ngo’s,
Government
Departments,
representatives from the police force
and
numerous
support
service
personnel, all collaborating in the fight
to combat human trafficking and
support survivors. Mr. Kevin Hyland,
OBE,
former
UK
anti-Slavery
Commissioner presented the key note
address, which both informed and
inspired all present. Guest speakers on
the day included Ms. Noelene Blackwell,
CEO of the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre;
Ms. Sheila Crowley, services Manager at
RUHAMA and JP O’ Sullivan, MECPATHS.
A number of Transition Year students (Post-Primary) and their teacher presented on the teaching
and learning about the topic of Human Trafficking, at Post-Primary school level.
For a full overview of organised events in the RENATE network, please see: Organized events
from RENATE members in honour of St. Bakhita Day, 8th of February 2019: International Day of
Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking.

AWARENESS-RAISING AND ADVOCATING FOR SURVIVORS OF HUMAN
TRAFFICKING.
In early January 2019, Rome
Reports ran a feature on the work
of RENATE, entitled Human
Trafficking: No law is really on the
side of the victim. The feature was
screened
nationally
and
internationally via the web,
thereby raising awareness about
Human Trafficking and ensuring
informed action is taken to
prevent and combat Human
Trafficking.

The interview with Imelda Poole, IBVM, President RENATE Europe, is available at:
https://www.romereports.com/en/2018/12/23/human-trafficking-no-law-is-really-on-the-sideof-the-victim/

LAUNCH OF RENATE MAPPING EXERCISE ON CHILD TRAFFICKING IN EUROPE.

One hundred guests joined
RENATE members at a
parliamentary reception in the
Churchill Room in the House of
Commons on 23 January 2019,
to launch the publication.
Thanks
to
the
ARISE
Foundation for their support
in sponsoring the event
as former Metropolitan Police
Commissioner and Trustee
member of the ARISE
Foundation, Rt Hon Lord
Hogan-Howe welcomed all
present and set the context for
the afternoon which saw
contributions from Mr. Iain
Duncan-Smith MP, Commons
sponsor of the Modern Slavery
(Victim Support) Bill; Mrs.
Maria Miller MP, co-chair of
the Independent Review into
the 2015 Modern Slavery Act;
Revd Dr Carrie Pemberton
Ford, lead researcher of the
Mapping exercise and Imelda
Poole, IBVM, MBE, RENATE President.
For more: https://www.renate-europe.net/address-by-renate-president-imelda-poole-ibvm-atthe-reception-at-the-uk-parliament-on-the-occasion-of-the-launch-of-the-renate-childmapping-exercise/
https://www.renate-europe.net/the-launch-of-the-renate-mapping-exercise-child-traffickingin-europe-which-was-held-at-the-house-of-commons-on-23-january-2019/

RENATE MEMBERS IN SPAIN ACKNOWLEDGED IN SOCIAL VALUE AWARDS,
FUNDACIÓN CEPSA.
Congratulations to RENATE Core
Group member Maria Luisa Puglisi
and all at Fundación de Solidaridad
Amaranta on winning the prestigious
Fundación Cepsa Social Value award
2019. The awards are a recognition
of the work undertaken by
Fundación de Solidaridad Amaranta
to enhance the dignity of the human
person and make a concrete difference to the lives of the most vulnerable and those living on
the margins of society. Cepsa Foundation supports awareness of societal challenges and promote
good governance, collaboration, sustainability, innovation and professionalism.
More at: https://www.facebook.com/fundacionamaranta/
http://www.fundacionamaranta.org/
https://fundacion.cepsa.com/es/la-fundacion

In
early
February,
RENATE
President,
Imelda Poole, IBVM,
joined
fellow
intercontinental
representatives in Rome
as they prepare for a
special gathering in
September, 2019, of
Religious working against
Human Trafficking to
mark the 10th anniversary
of the founding of Talitha
Kum. This event will
celebrate the expansion
of this dynamic mission across the world of Religious Sisters working within hundreds of networks
against Human Trafficking. Live streaming of the event is planned for September, watch this
space!

RENATE MEMBER ADDRESSES CSW63 AT THE UN, NEW YORK ON 12 MARCH 2019,
ON THE TOPIC OF ‘’SOCIAL PROTECTION SYSTEMS AND ACCESS TO PUBLIC
SERVICES IN THE FIGHT AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND MODERN SLAVERY.’’
Drawing upon more than eight years
of experience working as a
psychologist with Albania’s most
vulnerable communities, Sabjola
Bregu ably communicated the
necessity for government and
society to place health professionals
centre-stage in the areas of
prevention and support when
addressing the harsh realities of
Human Trafficking and Exploitation.
Through a series of PowerPoint slides, Sabjola spoke about the centrality of healthcare
professionals to the identification, treatment and rehabilitation of survivors of Human Trafficking
and Exploitation. Sabjola made a powerful testimony to the value that social protection affords
through a functioning and community-based healthcare system in combatting slavery. Sabjola
now works in the UK under the umbrella organisations of St Mary’s Twickenham College, Women
at the Well and The Medaille Trust.
The ARISE Foundation ( www.arise.foundation ) kindly sponsored Sabjola’s presence at this year’s
CSW. To view the video clips of the speeches: https://www.arise.foundation/news/arise-bringsfrontline-voices-to-the-un
Please find Sabjola’s address and PowerPoint slides.

RED BUS - HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS-RAISING CAMPAIGN IN SLOVAKIA.

RENATE members at CARITAS
Slovakia share news with us about the
success of the Red Bus Human
Trafficking
Awareness-Raising
Campaign held in Košice, the second
largest city in eastern Slovakia. The
event was organized by the British
Embassy in Slovakia, together with
the Ministry of Interior, the National
Crime Agency, the GangMasters and
Labour Abuse Authority, Caritas
Slovakia and the City of Košice. RENATE sends its very best wishes and congratulations to CARITAS
Slovakia on this year as it celebrates its 10th Anniversary. More information at:

https://www.renate-europe.net/collaboration-key-to-successful-human-trafficking-awarenesscampaign-in-kosice-eastern-slovakia/
Some links with photographs:
https://www.charita.sk/nedajte-sa-lahko-odviest-aj-ked-je-vidina-zarobku-lakava/
https://kosice.korzar.sme.sk/c/22074190/na-obchodovanie-s-ludmi-v-kosiciach-upozornujelondynsky-autobus.html
https://kosicednes.sk/udalosti/k-obetiam-obchodovania-s-udmi-zo-slovenska-patrili-vlani-ajdeti/

RENATE MEMBERS HONOURED IN PUBLICATION ‘’WOMEN CAN,’’ LAUNCHED IN
ALBANIA ON 8 MARCH 2019, INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY.

Congratulations to RENATE members
from Albania Mrs. Ana Stakaj and Sr.
Elda Nikolli, Sister of Charity of St.
Jeanne Antida Thouret,
whose
working lives in Albania along with that
of 50 other Albanian women, with
shared values and shared principles, is
acknowledged and celebrated in a
book published on International
Women’s Day, 8 March 2019, in
Albania.
Authored by Edlira Gjoni, graduate of
the McCain Institute, Washington DC,
and Executive Director of the Centre
for Public Impact, Albania, the book
honours 51 Albanian women who give
service which impacts positively on the
lives of others in Albania, particularly in
the areas of social justice, community
and human rights.
Both Ana and Sr. Elda work in the areas
of Human Trafficking prevention,
advocacy and awareness-raising. They
both are committed to the
empowerment of women and girls and
work tirelessly at grassroots level to
ensure women and girls remain in

education. Through remaining in
education, there is enhanced
possibilities to attain life-skills with
potential to earn income, reducing
the vulnerability to human
trafficking and exploitation. They
also work in support of women and
girls in vulnerable situations,
offering healthcare supports.
Ana is particularly involved in
initiatives with Mary Ward Loreto
in which the 6 transforming advice
and service centres work in direct
action with abused and trafficked
people. Reflections on the day, by RENATE member, Ana Stakaj: https://www.renateeurope.net/women-can-reflections-on-launch-of-publication-in-albania-on-the-occasion-ofinternational-womens-day-by-ana-stakaj-renate-member/
View interview in Albanian, with Ms. Gjoni at: https://youtu.be/edlyMZeXsT0

RENATE MEMBERS IN ITALY RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE OPPORTUNITY TO
CONTRIBUTE TO THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE’S CONFERENCE OF INGO’S.
In response to an invitation issued in early February,
to engage with Council of Europe Conference of INGOs’
delegates on a Country Visit to Italy, we are delighted
to share that five RENATE members of NGOs in Italy,
have indicated their willingness to participate.
If selected from amongst all other NGOs in Italy, our
colleagues will have a valuable opportunity to bring the
issue of human trafficking and exploitation straight to
the heart of the Council of Europe Conference of INGOs
and to share about the work undertaken at grassroots
level by RENATE.
Marie Hélène Halligon, OLCGS, RENATE representative
at the Council of Europe Conference of INGO’s states
that the Country Visits are a good occasion to meet
NGOs and to share common European concerns on the future of human rights, democracy and
rule of law from the NGOs’ perspective, as well as other matters that concern NGOs in the specific
countries. We are hopeful that our RENATE members will be selected to contribute. Watch this
space!

If you have any news items or features which you would like to share with the RENATE
Network, please contact Anne Kelleher, RENATE Communications Person at
communications@renate-europe.net

