Newsletter 2, December 2014

Ending Trafficking begins with you
From the President
Sr. Imelda Poole
“Far below the surface
of the ocean, a soft
bodied creature with a
single eye, unruly tentacles and a strong
outer shell knows
what it takes to embrace change. The chambered nautilus has survived for 400 million
years. Over time, as it grows, it builds a new,
larger chamber and vacates the previous one.
It always lives in the newest chamber. Past
chambers help the creature stay afloat.” (from
the Bulletin of the Religious Formation Institute,
21, 4, Winter 2012)

In these last months RENATE is facing the
challenge to hear the call to combat trafficking in new innovative ways. It is responding
to the clandestine and changing faces of modern day slavery and the experienced demands
in the field. All of this leaves us with many
questions. Our foundations are strong, our
finances secure—thanks to the generosity of
faithful donors, - our determination to work
in new ventures continues to be at the forefront of our response to join with others in
this corporate struggle.
This second newsletter illustrates much of
this challenge. Training programmes prepare
the members; the action of the members in
many countries of Europe connect us in the
field. The opening out to join many other networks in this work, both European and International, indicates further that it is together,
across the globe, either virtual or real, that
we will accomplish our goal!
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RENATE MISSION
RENATE is a European network committed to support
each other in work against human trafficking and
exploitation.
RENATE shares the responsibility for various aspects of
the network.
RENATE aims to empower those whose voices are not
heard.
RENATE has a prophetic role in the struggle for human
rights for all people.
RENATE is committed to the social teaching of the
Church in which the work against human trafficking is
Albania marks the EU Day against
Trafficking.
An Awareness-Training event
took place in the village of
Jaru, near the town of Fier in
Southern Albania. Trends indicate that traffickers are most
active in the smaller, rural areas so it was all the more successful that the training was
attended by twenty five women
and girls from the neighbouring villages. “In some moments,
all I had was hope. There is no life without hope!’’ (Artist &
victim of trafficking).
In Tirana, the NGO Different and
Equal, held an art exhibition of
works created by the victims of
trafficking. As part of their rehabilitative support to victims of trafficking, the D & E Education Centre
which partners with Mary Ward
Loreto, provide numerous therapies
including Art Therapy.
As they painted, the victims of trafficking wrote thoughtful comments such as the quotation
above, of how they felt as they painted the pictures.
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VATICAN HOSTS SYMPOSIUM AGAINST
HUMAN TRAFFICKING—renate delegates present
The photograph shows six RENATE delegates who recently attended the International Youth Symposium in the Vatican, 15-16 November, 2014. The
Symposium was organised jointly by the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, the inter-faith Global Freedom Network (GFN) and the Argentinian anti-trafficking association ‘Viniculos En Red,’ and saw young
women and men involved in the fight against human trafficking
making their voices heard on how best to prevent human trafficking
and support the victims of this global trade in persons. Speakers, including young survivors of trafficking and sexual exploitation, who
courageously shared their experiences and hopes, in order to draw
up some practical strategies for combatting this sin against humanity.
By collaborating together, these three organisations have used their capabilities, experiences and networks to identify young people throughout the globe,
to go to the Vatican and share their stories with the anti-trafficking movement to develop broader and far-reaching strategies that will have a positive
impact on the eradication of this modern-day slavery.
The following quotation gives us an insight into the impact of the Symposium:
‘’I cannot even begin to put into words the experience I had over the weekend. It
was truly life-changing, an incredible few days where I was exposed to the most inspiring young people. Hearing other peoples’ stories, all at different stages in their journey, really filled me with hope,
hope that we will do something to stop this crime.’’
It is planned that all who attended the symposium, will become a reference group with whom the
GFN can continually consult and therefore, be better informed in its work with others to eradicate
human slavery.

The global
modern slavery

Oxford university students campaign—Just Love—
against human trafficking

Directory...
a collaborative effort to
map individuals/organisations
working on modern slavery
issues. The goal is to create a
resource, used to connect
with a range of actors who are
tackling modern slavery
globally. It includes NGOs
(non-government
organisations), multilateral
institutions, government
agencies, and law enforcement agencies. Already over
120 countries have shared
information and agreed to
be a part of the Directory.
RENATE submitted details
to be listed in the Directory.

www.renate-europe.net

Just Love is a new organisation founded by Oxford University students,
who recently held an anti-slavery protest in Oxford.
Hannah Coates, organiser of Just Love campaign
commented ‘’The more people who know about
trafficking, the better equipped we will be to protect victims and combat it.’’ In early October 2014,
the campaign marked the EU Anti-Trafficking Day
with a large flash-mob march through Oxford City
Centre. All the participants wore black tee-shirts
and duct tape handcuffs. The flash-mob walked in
silence to the beat of a drum in order to raise
awareness of the issue.

Just Love also co-operates with the Oxford Community against Traf-

ficking (OXCAT), a local community group founded in the wake of the discovery of an Oxford trafficking ring in 2014.
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RENATE REpREsENTATivEs ATTENd COMECE (COMMissiON Of ThE BishOps’
Conference of the European Community) dialogue on
‘’fighTiNg TRAffiCkiNg iN huMAN BEiNgs: A jOiNT EffORT.’’
26th November, 2014
It was agreed that trafficking in human beings occurs ‘under our very noses’ throughout the
European Union and is a criminal activity of huge complexity. There was a shared view that
efforts made to address the matter of human trafficking to date have fallen short. Sr. Eugenia
Bonetti was most passionate about the inadequacy of provision. She drew from her life-time
of experiences working with victims of human trafficking and called upon those present to
collaborate more effectively so that we will become a powerful force working against this
crime against humanity. The Catholic Church is an active partner in the fight against this distressing phenomenon, but needs to do more. Dialogue Seminars take place usually twice a year. They are co-organised by
the BEPA (Bureau of European Policy Advisors of the European Commission) together with COMECE and
the Church & Society Commission of the Conference of European Churches (CEC).
A full report is available on the RENATE website: www.renate-europe.net

international declaration of young people
against prostitution and trafficking

Pope Francis to the Youth of

“WE, yOuNg pEOplE from different countries, have mobilized

Rio—28th World Youth Day,

ourselves to have our voices heard in condemnation of the system
that has allowed people to fall into prostitution and any other type

25 July 2013
“I hope there will be noise. Here
there will be noise, I’m quite sure.
Here in Rio there will be plenty of
noise, no doubt about that. But I
want you to make yourselves heard in
your diocese, I want the noise to go

of slavery, and we have mobilized ourselves as active defenders of
Human Rights, promoters for the protection of fundamental Human
Rights and (some) as survivors of Human Trafficking.
We, as human beings, are not objects that can be commercialized. We have rights and duties, and we want to exercise them on a
stage of equal opportunities. We condemn slavery because it brings

out, I want the Church to go our onto

about crimes against humanity and the dignity of human beings.

the streets, I want us to resist eve-

We are in solidarity with those who have been and are still

rything globally, everything static,

victims. From here we will begin to send our message to the

everything comfortable, everything

world, calling all young people together to break the cultural para-

to do with clericalism, everything

digms that condemn people to all kinds of exploitation.

that might make us closed in on our-

We shall not relent, we shall unite and organize ourselves, because

selves.” These words of Pope Francis

we are convinced that by taking into account the task that each

have

and

young person carries out in his or her country, by renewing our

touched the hearts of the youth who

hope through this Symposium, which has been a guiding light on

took part in the Vatican Youth Sym-

our path, by reaffirming our commitment to empower citizens who

posium, 2014 and who are engaged

have become vulnerable, by listening to them and helping them we

in action for diverse social and

are convinced that we will be able to keep them…/ continued.

accompanied,

guided

political causes.
www.renate-europe.net
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Declaration of young people continued
Vatican Youth Symposium 18 November, 2014

...falling prisoner to the network of Prostitution and Human Trafficking.
We, the young people, declare that:
- the State must implement tr aining pr ogr ammes for differ ent types of public employees and must
make people who work in both justice and security aware (of these issues)
- the State must protect the Human Rights and must pr ovide all necessar y assistance to the victims of Prostitution and Human Trafficking
- it is fundamental that States provide the economic means to pr event and fight against Pr ostitution and Human - Trafficking in a concrete and effective way.
- the creation of an observatory and/or an alert system is necessar y to demonstr ate the nor malisation of violence against women which originates from the over-eroticism of violence and its orientation
towards women in the media.
Education is a means of social and cultural transformation. For this reason creating training campaigns for teachers and professionals is of fundamental importance for giving them the tools to provide
young people with an adequate knowledge of sex, because sex covers a wide and complex field, of
which they are ignorant. It is this lack of knowledge that provides exploiters with one of their modes of
control. Another core objective of education is to make sure that young men do not purchase sex, because this makes these same men part of the objectification of human beings and the merchandising of
their bodies.
- it is of primordial importance to create safe spaces for women who ar e at r isk and to cr eate
spaces where they will find adequate support and that these spaces respect the individual progress of
every women.
- it is essential to criminalise those who pur chase sex and cr iminalise human tr afficking in all its
forms. Due to the acceptance of human trafficking, in whatever form it might take, it has become possible for traffickers to exploit human beings. We should not condemn victims, but condemn the chain of
exploitation in its entirety.
- we should urge States, Institutions, civil society and all citizens of the wor ld to pr omise to continue investigating and fighting Human Trafficking.
We, the young, maintain the premise that all men and women of the world are equals and are
free, and we maintain that we must join for ces to r escue and empower those who have been victims
of Trafficking or any other type of slavery and join forces to restore their human rights.”

Renate collaborates with caritas Slovakia in an
awareness-raising project
As an awareness raising measure, Caritas Slovakia supported the screening of
a series of short films previously produced for the Unchosen Film Competition
2013, which highlight the various types of modern day slavery.
Screenings, followed by a panel discussion with question/answer session,
took place at the October Film Festival in Bratislava and was repeated in the
Slovak Embassy, London, where the Together Against Trafficking organised a
Film event.
It was agreed that films are a powerful tool to heightened awareness and
promote dialogue, particularly among young people who may not be aware of
the ease with which one can become trapped in a trafficking snare.
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2nd December—UN day for the abolition of slavery
Following the launch in March 2013, of the faith-based Global Freedom Network, including the Vatican, AlAzhar University and the Anglican Communion, Pope Francis with leaders of other churches and religions,
signed a declaration on the 2nd of December - the U.N. day for the Abolition of Slavery-pledging to work together to help end modern day slavery
in the world by 2020.
The 2nd of December marks the date of the adoption by the UN General
Assembly of the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others (Resolution 317 (iv) )
of the 2nd December, 1949.
The focus of this day is on eradicating contemporary forms of slavery,
such as trafficking in persons, sexual exploitation, the worst forms of
child labour, forced marriage, and the forced recruitment of children for
use in armed conflict.
Pope Francis urged Governments, businesses and all
people of good will to join forces against this ‘’CRiME AgAiNsT huMANiTy.’
The Pope and eleven leaders representing the Anglican, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Orthodox faiths
signed the joint declaration at the headquarters of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences in the Vatican gardens
today. They were inspired by their religious beliefs and a desire to take practical action and be united by a
commitment to eradicate slavery worldwide.
“We pledge ourselves here today to do all in our power, within our faith communities and beyond, to work
together for the freedom of all those who are enslaved and trafficked so that their future may be restored,”
stated the declaration
Victims of trafficking joined in reading the declaration aloud:
“Today we have the opportunity, awareness, wisdom, innovation and technology to achieve this human
and moral imperative.’’
For the full text of the Declaration, www.en.radiovatican.va/news/2014/12/02/worlds...slavery/1113297

SOLWODI
- Solidarity with
Women in
Distress-

Campaign
‘’ MAkE
the
Final

sTROkE!’’

RENATE member s in Ger many play an active r ole with the aid and human r ights
organisation SOLWODI which helps women and girls who have fallen victim to human
trafficking, forced prostitution or forced marriage. SOLWODI has commenced a campaign for the prohibition of sex-purchase in Germany, against the trade in women as
goods and for equality of men and women.
For more than ten years now, Germany has legalised prostitution. The ensuing outcome
is that prostitution is seen as just a job, like any other. In Germany this has had dramatic
consequences. There has been a marked increase in the numbers of women forced into
prostitution. The living conditions for women in prostitution are worse than ever. Most
of the women are exploited, working under pressure or compulsion and working without
a contract or safety measures of any kind. Dependency on drug and alcohol consumption
is the norm whilst fulfilling their tasks.
Many victims of prostitution suffer from post-traumatic stress disorders similar to those
of torture victims and most victims would quit what they do, if they could.
SOLWODI judges that pr ostitution suppor ts tr afficking in human beings and is a
fundamental attack on the dignity of the human person and on human rights. In many
instances, prostitution supports racism, prevents gender equality, increases violence and
is a source of violence.

www.renate-europe.net
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TRusT WOMEN’s CONfERENCE iN lONdON
Sister Imelda Poole IBVM represented RENATE as a speaker
and member of the discussion panel, at the trust women conference. Delegates from 260 organisations representing over 55
countries took place in this year’s conference held in London in
November, 2014. Many media people were at the event and trust
women received news coverage from more than 50 international
media outlets including BBC, The Guardian, ITV, CNN, Le
Monde, The Globe and Mail, Estado de Sao Paulo, Corriere della
Sera, and Grazia. This year's conference has been the biggest so
far with over 550 people participating in the event. In the social
media, trust women dominated the conversation with the
hashtag #twc2014 trending in London on both days of the conference!
@TrustWomenConf received over 24.4million impressions. A warm welcome was given when Humanity United CEO Randy Newcomb, announced that Pierre and Pam Omidyar are to donate an extra $50 million to tackling slavery worldwide. Barry Koch, Chief Compliance Officer at W estern Union proposed to
set up with the Thomson Reuters Foundation, a European financial working group on the model already
launched by the Thomson Reuters Foundation and the Office of the Manhattan District Attorney in the
USA. The initiative will bring together Europe’s biggest financial institutions and organisations such as
Europol or Interpol to identify suspicious financial transactions and share data with prosecutors. On the
trust women website it is possible to listen to many of the events on live stream. The pictures are
for all to see and the topics covered, range from Safety in the City for women, child labour trafficking, particularly in India and other Asian countries, and Social businesses as a preventative action.
If a woman is economically empowered, it is maintained that her family is better fed and the children go to school. Other topics in the conference included: Trafficking and the supply chain; Traffickers and their use of the internet to ply their trade; how internet experts are tracking their machinations through data bases drawn up on the net.
Imelda focused on the supply chain and trafficking. She called for action against illegal labour agencies often established on the Internet and multiplied according to need and as an avoidance tactic away from the what traffickers regard as the ‘preying eyes’ of the police. The penalty for
being caught is so low that the crime far outweighs it in profit. When one Internet site is closed
down, there is always another set of ‘new’ agencies begun with different names. Much income is
sourced from the vulnerable victims eager for work and for a new life.

Training Programme for RENATE members—romania
A week-long training programme on Labour Trafficking and Migration
took place in Romania from 2-7 November 2014, funded by the
RENATE sponsors.
This was part of RENATE’s ongoing commitment to research, skills
and information-sharing throughout the Network, in support of its
vision to work to end Human Trafficking and exploitation .
Forty members of RENATE - religious and their co-workers - gathered
at the Carmelite Monastery Conference and Retreat Centre, Snagov,
near Bucharest to learn about the issue as well as to reflect and
strengthen the bonds that support the Network.
Sr. Imelda Poole, President of RENATE presented an image of the
Nautilus during her introductory remarks, as a comparable example of how RENATE continues to evolve. Just
as the Nautilus continues to grow by means of growing a new shell on the back of previous shells, so too does
RENATE develop. Deepening, evolving and building upon the foundations and previous work of others.
Full Report available on Members’ area www.renate-europe.net
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RENATE representatives attend ANDANTE Conference 2014
European Alliance of Catholic Women’s Organisations- Riga, Latvia. 3-5 October, 2014
Pope Francis opened the Synod of Bishops on the Family, 5th October, 2014, Rome, saying:
“…Because we must say everything we feel we need to say, in the spirit of the Lord, without
Theme
pusillanimity and without fear. At the same time, we must listen humbly and embrace with an
Poverty open heart what our brothers are telling us…I can ask you please to adopt these two fraternal
attitudes, in the name of the Lord: to feel with ‘parresia’ and listen humbly…”
These words and sentiments describe best the atmosphere and culture which prevailed
throughout the ANDANTE Conference in Riga, in the days prior to the Synod.
The Conference focused on how the ANDANTE member organisations are taking actions to
“TWO
address and combat poverty in their own countries as well as through collaborations with
partners in other European countries. More than fifty delegates attended.
Little
European and global perspectives on poverty were discussed, as was the concept of family in
giRls”
modern times. Different approaches to addressing poverty-related matters were presented by
representatives of three ANDANTE member organisations: Gretta’s story from Riga; The UK
Slovakian Film
National Board of Catholic Women, and Mary Ward Loreto with RENATE-Europe. This led
th
20 November to
to lively discussion exchange of impressions and responses.
th
20 December,
screenings on buses Mary Ward Loreto (MWL) and RENATE presented their work to combat Human Traffickand TV in Slovakia. ing. This struck a chord with those present and gave rise to requests for membership of
RENATE. This is a welcome development!
See below

The situation in the host country Latvia, was presented
by Gretta, a survivor who has struggled personally to
overcome poverty and now works to help others in similar need. She founded Martin’s House,’ which offers shelter and support to homeless mothers. Gretta spoke of the
desperate situation for so many unemployed who become homeless due to the downturn in the economy.
The ‘National Board of Catholic Women’ in the UK shared
some poverty consciousness-raising projects.
Their focus was on social responsibility and the power of working through networks such as CARITAS,
and ‘The Women at the Well’ was much appreciated. The conclusion was that we need more women to
be politically engaged, to be vocal and advocates for Catholic Social Teaching.
One of ANDANTE’S long-term goals is to seek to be heard in the political arena. It works hard to be
respected and regarded as a voice of women at the Council of Europe, as well as other political and
Church bodies throughout Europe. This is already being achieved as the Conference proceedings will
be ‘fed into’ future meetings of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE).
As ANDANTE grows and widens its impact, its immediate task is to identify the extent of other Catholic
Women’s Organisations throughout Europe. A project to achieve this scope is due to begin in 2015.
RENATE congratulates the ANDANTE Conference organisers for all their good work!
The British Embassy in Slovakia hosted the launch of the awareness raising
campaign film ‘Two Little Girls’ on 20th November, 2014. The film tells
the story of two young girls who were deceived into trafficking and prostitution. It has been incorporated into an awareness-raising campaign to alert
young people to the dangers of travelling abroad, lured by false promises of
employment and better opportunities. Members of RENATE and Caritas
Slovakia developed teaching resource materials to accompany the film
which will be distributed with a DVD to teachers, Romani mediators, social
workers and youth workers in Slovakia.

www.renate-europe.net
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The Dutch Foundation of Religious against
Trafficking in Women (SRTV), share news of an
Innovative project
The SRTV is one of
the partners involved
in
a newly created Dutch project
named ‘Safe Return, Safe Future.’
It is intended to offer foreign women and men, victims of human
trafficking who are being cared for in a reception centre, the possibility
to return to their own country voluntarily.
Many Dutch ‘shelters’ work with a programme based on women’s own
strengths and self-reliance. In this method, a possible return can be part
of a plan for the future that is developed together with the women.
Men have been received recently, using this same method.
Safe Return: In this project, a method is being developed that can be used by
Social workers in ‘shelters’ and reception centres.
Several organisations developed the method in Soesterberg, The Netherlands, September, 2014.
The Bulgarian ANIMUS/La STRADA as well as COSUDOW (organisation of Nigerian religious sisters
Against human trafficking) were also present.
Voluntary Choice. A woman can only make a good choice for her futur e if the social wor ker s have
a good understanding of the place to which she can return. During the meeting, it became evident that a
reliable organisation in the home country must be contacted at a very early stage of reception.
A number or organisations are currently implementing the method, which is evolving.
Delegates from RENATE
5th Annual International Symposium on Preventing Human
attended the Symposium in
Trafficking; Prevention, Protection, Prosecution.
Brussels, on Thursday, 27th
(organised by the Centre for Public Policy Exchange, UK)
November 2014,
where practitioners, senior
officials, non-state actors
and policy/decision makers at EU, national, regional and local levels in Europe gathered to share best practice,
develop and progress multi-agency work and encourage greater political will to properly recognise the needs of
all victims of human trafficking.
In addition to raising awareness of the various dimensions of human trafficking and examining the needs of the victims of human trafficking, delegates had the opportunity to consider the following;
1)
European Approaches and Perspectives to tackle Human
Trafficking.
2) Cross-Border Law Enforcement and prosecution of Traffickers.
3) Protecting Vulnerable Groups and Raising Awareness; The need for a
Victim-Centred approach.
4) Improving Cooperation Amongst Key actors at International level.
RENATE had the oppor tunity to exchange ideas and engage in
thought-provoking topical debate as the Symposium presented on the need
for Policy development through to current research findings in the topic of
human trafficking.
More information on the RENATE website.

www.renate-europe.net
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Advent reflection—the stable
The winds were scornful,
Passing by;
And gathering Angels wondered
why
A burdened mother
Did not mind
That only animals were kind.
For who in all the world
Could guess
That God would search out
Loneliness.
Sr. M. Chrysostom, O.S.B.

Robert, Cyril. (1946). Mary Immaculate: God’s Mother and Mine. New
York; Marist Press.

International day of
prayer
The Pontifical
Council for the
pastoral Care of
Migrants and Travellers has
announced
the 8th of February, 2015
as an international day of prayer
against human trafficking

Feast day of St. Bakhita

RECOMMENDED

(Pictured)

RESOURCES
Trafficking: Sr. Estrella Castalone FMA, former co-ordinator of Talitha
Kum, an International Network of Consecrated Life against Trafficking in
Persons, based in Rome, spoke recently to the group U.S. Catholic Sisters
against Human Trafficking. To view:
media01.commpartners.com/CHE/cc_Oct2014/index.html
Opposing Human Trafficking: The Garment Industry
'Planet Money makes a T-Shirt'. The world behind a simple shirt, in five
chapters: 'Cotton', 'Machines', 'People', 'Boxes', 'You'. The chapter
'People' is concerned with the lives of the workers in Bangladesh and Colombia who make our shirts, women like Jasmine and Doris working long
hours in difficult conditions, dreaming of better lives for their families. To
view: apps.npr.org/tshirt/#/people
800 800 818 on YouTube, (with subtitles in English).
The film presents trafficking issues by means of true-life stories: a man
forced to beg in Italy, a woman forced to work without payment in the UK,
a man exploited at a construction site in the UK and a woman trafficked to
Switzerland for prostitution- speak about their individual ordeals. (29:00).
Global Slavery Index The second edition which estimates the number of
people in modern slavery in 167 countries is now available. Readers can
View the Findings; Download the Report, Download the Data and View the
Methodology used in the report at the Global Slavery Index website

“We are called to be witnesses of
God’s, through the love we extend
to others; precursors of His justice by our unfailing commitment
to what is right and good, lamps
reflecting the light of God’s
Christ in our forgiveness, mercy
and compassion, harvesters of
souls through our humble and
dedicated servanthood.’’
Called to be witnesses. Connections, 1211-94.

Ireland joins other Eu member- States by introducing
legislation TO MAKE it
illegal to pay for sex.
27th November 2014.
FOR FULL TEXT OF REPORT:
www.justice.ie
RENATE welcomes this development.
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Be part of RENATE network! Follow us on Twitter.
Become a fan on Facebook. Sign up for Website Membership.
Anne Kelleher – Editor
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