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Welcome from Imelda Poole
IBVM, RENATE President .
In the light of recent happenings in London and
Manchester I have been asking manty questions.
What is the link between the radicalisation of so
many young people and the trading of human
beings by traffickers? Perhaps at the end of the
day there is not much difference. Human lives
are lost, families are broken up, trauma is
suffered and people are being destroyed and
used for the sake of the powerful who seek to
take control. We say we will not let any of these destroyers of human lives rule
our world. How hard are we all working to ensure this never happens? Are we
able to do something this week to ensure that the control stays with those who
have been hoping for freedom and for the many who are trapped in poverty or
who are looking for a way out of their hopelessness?
Imelda Poole, IBVM.
President, RENATE.

__________________________________
RENATE contributes to ANDANTE International
meeting/ Study Days.

In this Issue:
ANDANTE Study Days, 3-8 May
2017 .
____
RENATE attends Talitha Kum
International coordinators
meeting, June 2017- see
www.renate-europe.net for
updates later in the month.
────
Latest from the Missing Persons’
Families Support Centre, Lithuania.
_____
CARITAS Austria’s new Centre in
the Tyrol.
____
Czech Republic ratifies Council of
Europe Convention against
Trafficking in Human Beings.
____
EU Transnational Referral
Mechanism.
____
The Typology of Modern Slavery.

52 delegates from thirteen countries attended the ANDANTE study days
in Durrës, Albania where RENATE President and ANDANTE Presidents, Dr
Mary McHugh (UK) and Vroni Peterhans-Suter (Switzerland), extended a
warm welcome to all present. Delegates were encouraged to avail of the
opportunities for interactions, dialogue and sharing in order to better
impact on the eradication of exploitation and trafficking, old crimes in
new forms of Modern Slavery. Report at www.renate-europe.net

────
OSCE Conference on Trafficking in
Children.
_____
RENATE members in France and
Spain share their work.
____

Talitha Kum resources.
And much more!
communications@renate-europe.net
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Meeting with Talitha Kum: Rome June 19 th – 23rd, 2017
Representatives from all the continents of the world will be gathered at the
offices of UISG for a meeting with the following aims each day:
Day One:
➢ To present the Talitha Kum trajectory and story from the very beginning:
o the 22 grassroots networks
o the UISG Strategic planning
➢ To present the work done by Talitha Kum – Rome, according with the priorities 16/18;
➢ To evaluate the work of Talitha Kum according with the priorities 2016/18.
Day Two:
➢ To define the role of the international Committee of Talitha Kum at International and Continental /Regional level.
➢ To plan future common activities
o 2019: celebration of the 10 years of TK
o February 8 th - International Day of Prayer and Awareness against TIP
▪ Edition 2018: Migration and Trafficking
o July 30 th – UN International Day against TIP
▪ Common statement for 2017
Day Three:
Aims:
➢ To meet Talitha Kum partners: Section of Migrants and Refugees, Caritas….
➢ To strengthen collaboration at worldwide level:
o The Data Base of Talitha Kum
Day Four:
➢ To improve collaboration, communication, networking and common planning at international level, among the
network, with the Sisters at UN, with other organizations.
Day Five:
➢ To present a final statement / document of the meeting
o Suggestions to the UISG Executive Board about the role of TK International Committee and the role of its
members
o Planning 2018-2019.
Imelda Poole, President of RENATE will be representing the network in Europe and will be sending a full report to all
members when she returns.
We will pray for them during this time of discernment and deliberation.
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Missing Persons’ Families Support Centre, Lithuania
hold annual ceremony at Commemorative statue,
Mommy.

Members of the Lithuania presidential social campaign ‘’For a Safer Lithuania,’’ together with representatives
from the U S Embassy in Lithuania and the Lithuanian police forces, joined the staff of the Missing Persons’
Families Support centre on 25 May in Vilnius, to remember all those who are listed as ‘’Missing’’ in Lithuania.
50 primary school children gathered around the commemorative statue ‘’Mummy,’’ and released balloons to
signify hope for the future and the possibilities of a safer Lithuania as they grow up.
More photographs of the event
at https://www.facebook.com/pg/www.missing.lt/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1782887905058094
In the event’s press release, Natalja Kurčinskaja, Director of the Missing Persons’ Families Support Centre, spoke
about the issues and harsh realities for families whose children and loved ones are missing.The centre has now
begun implementing a national training programme about Missing Children, to child welfare commissions
(members of local municipalities, police, prosecutor’s offices, child protection departments, probation offices
etc.) throughout all the Lithuanian municipalities (60).
In 2017, there is a specific emphasis on the dissemination of information about the European 116 000 Hotline,
which is receiving extensive coverage. The centre recently featured on national TV, in discussions about the
issues of missing children in Lithuania and the European Union.
Interview in Lithuanian: http://www.lrt.lt/mediateka/irasas/1013669410/labas_rytas_lietuva#wowza
playstart=0&wowzaplayduration=2606000
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RENATE members share information on the
new offices opened by SOLWODI Austria, in the Tyrol.

‘’From my personal experience – and I think I am speaking on behalf of many of my fellow Religious- our
commitment has a great deal to do with ‘looking’ and not looking away, perceiving, being concerned,
questioning and identifying,’’ thus said SOLWODI Austria Leader and RENATE member Sr. Patricia Erber on the
23rd May 2017. Sr. Patricia, together with Sr. Anna Mayrhofer, SOLWODI Austria Leader and Sr. Andrea
Bezáková, RENATE member, gave a press conference in Innsbruck, to speak about the SOLWODI shelter and
counselling centre for women affected by trafficking in human beings, forced prostitution, exploitation and
violence (#GerechtigkeitGeht).
The shelter can accommodate five women at a time and is available to women who have been exploited and
left helpless, or have experienced violence, or forced into exploitative working condi tions or prostitution or are
victims of human trafficking.
Sr. Mayrhofer responds to the challenge; ‘’The centre can provide concrete support to women. The networking
opportunities and cooperation with each other as women and migrants is valuable, as is the opportunity to
network with other counselling institutions, public authorities and relief organisations.
Women-even those with children- who are acutely threatened or are victims of violence and exploitation, can
be admitted to a shelter, where they can find rest and assistance in order to cope with every-day life and be
restored once again.’’
Original at http://www.ordensgemeinschaften.at/3351-drei-ordensfrauen-eroeffnen-in-innsbruck-eineschutzwohnung-und-beratung
https://www.meinbezirk.at/innsbruck/lokales/neues-schutzhaus-fuer-zwangsprostituierte-in-innsbruckd2134455.html
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Czech Republic ratifies Council of Europe Convention
against Trafficking in Human Beings.

Mr. Thorbjørn Jagland, Secretary General of the Council of Europe, welcomed the Czech Republic’s ratification of
the process which will see the Council of Europe’s Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human
Beings (Warsaw, 16 May 2005), take effect in the Czech Republic as of July 1, 2017.
From that date, 47 Council of Europe members will have ratified the Convention, which is legally binding. Mr.
Jagland shared the view that ‘’from now on, the Czech Republic will apply the same standa rds in this respect
like the remaining 46 EC countries in order to prevent the trafficking in people, protect the victims and
prosecute the offenders.’’
Czech police have been registering an increasing number of victims of human trafficking. In 2014, 67 vi ctims
were registered, which represented a 10% increase on the previous year. Of those registered, sexual and labour
exploitation were the main purposes.
According to the Czech Interior Ministry, the main countries of origin of the victims are Bulgaria, Cr oatia, the
Czech Republic, Moldova, Nigeria, Slovakia, the Ukraine and Romania.
Britain, Germany, Slovenia and the Netherlands have been identified as the principle destination countries.

___________________________________________________
Launch of EU Transnational Referral Mechanism Model- TRM.
The establishment of National and Transnational Referral Mechanisms, is an online platform featuring the TRM
and launched by IOM, as an outcome of the EU-funded Transnational Action (TACT)
project http://www.iomfrance.org/tact/
The tool is designed to strengthen professional responses to the needs of victims of human trafficking and
contributes to ensuring victims’ access to rights throughout the transnational referral mechanism process, and
especially in a situation of cross-border referral.
Press Release at: https://www.iom.int/news/iom-eu-aid-victims-human-trafficking-through-new-onlineplatform
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The Typology of Modern Slavery.
In March 2017, Polaris in the United States of America, published The
Typology of Modern Slavery: Defining Sex and Labour Trafficking in the
United States. Through an analysis of more than 32,000 cases of human trafficking documented between
December 2007 and December 2016, Polaris’s research team developed a classification system that identifies
25 types of human trafficking in the United States of America.
Ranging from escort services to domestic work and from the forestry and logging industry to recreational
facilities, the Typology claims to ‘’offer a map for taking the next steps in creating a world without sla very.’’
Extensive in content, the team acknowledge modern slavery is complex and diverse and many manifestations
have yet to be classified. Survivors, experts and practitioners are invited to share input and help to further
refine the classification system for greater accuracy.
Arguably, this classification may have worldwide applicability.
The Typology is accessible at: file:///C:/Users/akell/Downloads/Polaris-Typology-of-Modern-Slavery.pd

____________________________________________
OSCE Conference on Trafficking in Children and the Best Interests of the Child.
The aim of this year’s conference was to enhance the coherence of international efforts and further promote
integrated approaches to respond to child trafficking. The conference arose from an alliance of international
and civil society organisations wishing to collaborate to strengthen measures to prevent child trafficking,
protect children’s rights and efficiently prosecute perpetrators.
Focusing on the three ‘Ps’, Prevention, Protection and Prosecution, this year’s conference placed specific
emphasis on the increasing numbers of children on the move, including unaccompanied minors and internally
displaced children.
Fr. Michael Czerny, SJ, Under Secretary of the Migrants and Refugees section of the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development, spoke on behalf of Pope Francis, who encouraged the authorities to do more to
combat human trafficking. Full message available
at http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2017/04/03/popes_message_to_osce_human_trafficking_conference/1303
043
360 representatives of the 57 OSCE participating States and 11 Partners for Co-operation, major international
organisations and NGO’s as well as academia, civil society, the media, trade unions participated in the
conference which really was a forum in which participants could analyse case studies, exchange good practices
and explore possibilities for collaborations in order to adequately respond to child trafficking in a rights-based
and child-friendly manner. Conference papers available at www.renate-europe.net
communications@renate-europe.net
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RENATE members in France, share their latest news and
blogs on the newly established ‘’renatefrance’’ website.
L’OIM et l’UE aident les victimes de traite grâce à une nouvelle France –
Avec le soutien de l’Union européenne (UE), l’Organisation internationale pour les migrations a (OIM) lancé une
plateforme en ligne comprenant un outil de renvoi transnational conçu pour renforcer la réponse des
professionnels aux besoins des victimes de traite. L’outil, un modèle…
https://renatefrance.wordpress.com/2017/05/23/plateforme-en-ligne-pour-aider-les-victimes-de-traite/
https://renatefrance.wordpress.com/2017/04/18/sensibilisation-a-la-traite-humaine-a-avernes/
LÁgence Nigériane contre la traite (NAPTIP) demande la collaboration de l’Europe.
https://renatefrance.wordpress.com/2017/06/13/lagence-nigeriane-contre-la-traite-naptip-demande-lacollaboration-de-leurope/
Information sur la traite des êtres humains en Europe.
https://renatefrance.wordpress.com/2017/06/13/information-sur-la-traite-des-etres-humains-en-europe/

RENATE Members report on ACCION Social Confer, Spain.
News of the meeting of the Inter-Church Group against Trafficking
in Persons, which took place on the 4 April 2017 at the CONFER
head offices in Madrid, is available at
http://www.confer.es/noticias/reunion-del-grupo-intereclesialcontra-la-trata
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Talitha Kum resources.

The Talitha Kum Training Manual for Women Religious Active in the Prevention of Human Trafficking and
Assisting its Victims (2016) offers a broad understanding of human trafficking, encompassing the geopolitical
considerations which contribute to the increase of human trafficking worldwide through to theoretical
frameworks for prevention and victim protection.
The Trafficking in Women and Children- an Information and anti-trafficking workshop Toolkit, (2003) is divided
into 8 colour coded sections, which carefully take the reader through various stages towards an understanding
of the nature of trafficking, its causes and the magnitude of the problem.
The kit includes beautiful Theological Reflections which underpin the entire publication. It includes selected
bibliography and a list of useful websites, whilst also referring to some networks of Religious Congregations and
groups working against human trafficking at the time of its publication in 2003.
Both resources are available in Italian, English, Spanish and French, with the anti -trafficking Toolkit also
translated into Portuguese. For these and additional resources, please log on to:
http://www.talithakum.info/resources/training
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RENATE attendance at the 7 th Annual International
Symposium on Human Trafficking and Migrant
Smuggling- Public Policy Exchange, Brussels.

.

The day-long Symposium which took place on the 17th May, had as its central theme the realities of ‘’Human
Trafficking in a time of increased Migration.’’ Speakers from governmental levels, Civil Society and NGO’s
presented extensively on a range of considerations, relevant to the central theme. These included; The Need for
a Victim Centred Approach to THB; Relevant Policy responses to the Interlinkages between Asylum, Migration
and Human Trafficking; PAYOKE’s presentation on the value of a balanced approach towards addressing Human
Trafficking, between governmental actors and NGO’s; European Economic and Social Committee ’s presentation
on Europe Approaches and Perspectives to Tackle Human Trafficking; an International Labour Organisation’s
(ILO) presentation on Trafficking in Human Beings, Forced Labour, Slavery and definitions of same; Belgian
Policy on Human Trafficking; and a presentation by PICUM- the Platform for International Cooperation on
Undocumented Migrants (an NGO comprising 156 organisations in 31 countries, with the aim of ‘’promoting
respect for the human rights of undocumented migrants.’’
PowerPoint presentations are available on the Members area of the RENATE website www.renate-europe.net

Email: Communications@renate-europe.net
Be part of the RENATE Network.

Join us on Twitter.

Follow us on Facebook. Sign up for Website membership.

Anne Kelleher, Editor.
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