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Welcome from Imelda Poole, IBVM, RENATE
President.
World radio declared this week
that Paul Pogba of Libya made a
‘’shackles’ gesture after scoring
against Newcastle, UK, on
Saturday.
Renowned footballers are now
protesting against this modern
day slavery. This is an act which
heartens the world and especially
those who are joining forces to rid the world of this heinous crime.
In one of the most extraordinary responses, the Rwandan foreign ministry
offered to provide asylum to 30,000 mainly sub-Saharan Africans trapped in
Libya. “Given our own history ... we cannot remain silent when human beings
are being mistreated and auctioned off like cattle,” the foreign ministry said.
It is heartening to have good news at this special time of the year
when everyone is looking for signs of hope in a world which has many signs of
doom and gloom.
During the last year, RENATE has focused on Child Trafficking, in collaboration
with the international body in the Church called UISG.
The Church launched the action against Child Trafficking on St. Bakhita day, in
February of this year.
The RENATE Child Mapping in Europe, focusing on
seven European countries, will be launched in 2018.
Thousands of footballers-in-the-making were recruited
by traffickers and terribly abused as children for sexual
exploitation.
Pogba is protesting publicly against this abuse and the
use of such a trading of innocent lives now damaged
and abandoned.
At Christmas we focus on a particular child, Jesus
Christ, who was equally rejected and forced into the
status of refugee in His childhood.
This year Bakhita Day is focusing on the migrant and refugee and the
machinations of the traffickers who use such vulnerability to ply their trade.
Would Jesus and His parents have been amongst those vulnerable had they
lived their lives today?
Imelda Poole, IBVM.
President, RENATE.
December, 2017.
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RENATE Annual
Working Board
meet in Malta, 611 November,
2017.
The RENATE Working Board members and staff, gathered at the Mount St.
Joseph Retreat House, in Mosta, Malta. It was a week of facilitated review,
reflection, sharing of best practice and bonding. It was a week of work
where daily Mass and specially/ prepared Liturgies served to give
perspective and anchor us in our work.

RENATE’s Safeguarding Policy adopted at Working Board meeting,
November 2017.
Adherence to best practice in terms of Safeguarding is
paramount to RENATE and its sponsors, who encouraged
RENATE to produce its own Safeguarding Policy.
On Friday, 10th November , the seven Core Group members
formally signed and sealed the RENATE Safeguarding Policy
documents, witnessed by the members of the RENATE Working
Board.
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RENATE members present at OSCE
Conference, 30 October, 2017.
Anna Bartošová and Jana Verdura from Caritas Slovakia and
RENATE members, actively participated at a workshop
entitled Visibility of male victims and challenges in victim
protection, organised by the Austrian Task Force on Combating
Human Trafficking, OSCE Special Representative and Coordinator
for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, the Vienna Institute
for International Dialogue and Cooperation (VIDC) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM).
Report at www.renate-europe.net

Significant development for RENATE, as representative makes her first
attendance at the Council of Europe Conference of INGOs, 26-30 June,
2017- Summer session.
RENATE Core Group member, Marie Hélène Halligon,
RGS, shares with us an update on the news from the
recent CoE meetings in June, at which Marie Hélène
represented RENATE, through the invitation of our
Andante colleagues.
Among the many varied debates organised during the
week, some of the highlights were:
•

•
•
•
•

A Side event organised in co-operation with PACE
Committee on Equality and non-dicrimination: “Women’s mobilization in Europe 2016: What impact on
policies?”;
A debate/training session “How to fight against discrimination and hate speech in the post-truth era”
A debate on the “populist wave in Europe” on the basis of the Secretary General’s latest report
The situation of NGOs in member States with reports from the visits led by the President of the Conference
to Hungaryand Ireland and the meetings held with NGOs from Cyprus and Turkey
The Conference adopted a Recommendation “Human Rights and Business”encouraging members States to
implement the actions recommended in Committee of Ministers Recommendation (2016)3
Further information at www.renate-europe.net
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Sr. Elda Nikilli shares her experiences of raising awareness about Human
Trafficking in
Elbasan, Albania.
On the 20 of March 2017, Sr.
Elda shared some time with
the students of Our Lady of
Good Council school in Elbasan
to inform the students about
the reality of Human
Trafficking. Through simple
brainstorming and questioning,
Sr. Elda was able to establish
what the students already knew about Human Trafficking. The students seemed to be aware of trafficking into the sex
industry and trafficked children for organs. The sad part for Sr. Elda, was that very few of the students thought about the
causes, the supply and demand. From her conversations with the students, Sr. Elda discovered a mentality exists which
supports the view that girls and the poor are intended for human trafficking, to be sold and bought as commodities.
More at www.renate-europe.net

RENATE member, Sr. Begoña Iñarra, shares her
presentation to the round-table discussions at the
U.N. on the interconnectedness of migration and
human trafficking.
In her presentation, Begoña spoke about the migration journey and plight
of Nigerian women trafficked into prostitution in France; the distinction
between ‘smuggling’ and ‘human trafficking’; the complexities
encountered when human trafficking is viewed as a transnational crime instead of being viewed as exploitation
of victims; the successes and failures encountered so far by RENATE-France and associated organisations in
their efforts to support victims and survivors. Begoña emphasised the need for migration policies throughout
the EU to adapt and include the concept of Protection when addressing Human Trafficking. More
at : https://renatefrance.wordpress.com/2017/05/17/migration-des-victimes-de-la-traite-humaine/
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RENATE members amongst the congregation of the Sisters of Mercy of the
Holy Cross, contribute to reflection and discernment process on
commitment to work against human trafficking.
Coordinators of the various Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross
(SCSC) Provinces and Vicariates engaged in the apostolate of
fighting against trafficking in human beings, including three
RENATE Members, Sr. Gabriella Legrádí (Hungary); Sr. Viktorija
Šimić, (Croatia) and Sr. Klara Marie Stráníková, (Czech
Republic), concluded a week-long period of reflection and
discernment on the theme To Stand up for Human Dignity, 1825 September, 2017.
The Sisters enjoyed presentations from those involved at
various levels in working against the different forms of human
trafficking, including PowerPoint presentations by Sr. Gabriella,
Sr. Klara Marie and Sr. Viktorija.
The Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross (SCSC) have a membership of more than 3,200 worldwide, in numerous
Provinces and Vicariates, engaged at various levels in social, educational and pastoral projects for the benefit of
humanity. More at www.renate-europe.net

Celebration of 10th Anniversary of the AMARANTA SOLIDARITY
FOUNDATION, Spain.

On 19 September, 2017, the Amaranta Foundation celebrated their 10th anniversary. The Foundation was a creation of
the congregation of the Adoratrices Handmaids of the Blessed Sacrament and of Charity, in response to the realities of
exclusion, violence and the lack of rights for women in an ever-changing world. In reality, the Amaranta Foundation has
created new understandings for women, on being in a world where structures are constantly changing. The Foundation’s
motto ‘’Women who never give up,’’ has been inspired by the congregation’s passion and courage.
For highlights of the celebrations, please see www.fundacionamaranta.org
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CARITAS Slovakia and STOP Human Trafficking! attend the POHODA
festival.
This year, STOP Human Trafficking again attended POHODA, the largest Slovak multi-genre festival, from the 6th to the 8th
of July and counted about 30 thousands participants in attendance. Together with other NGOs, Caritas Slovakia
showcased projects which are underway around the world, as well
as in Slovakia. The STOP Human Trafficking project was one of the
main themes which people were impressed with.
The concept was to show two figurines - one representing a victim
of human trafficking, exploited for the purpose of forced
prostitution and the other figurine dressed as a woman of Islamic
belief. These two figurines symbolised the extent of the range of
our charity services, regardless of client´s faith, race or
appearance. Many young people stopped by, had a talk with the
representatives and showed their interest and support for the
work.
Jana Urbanova, CARITAS Slovakia STOP Human Trafficking Preventions Campaign Coordinator, shared that they evaluated
this experience as time of mutual inspiration and are already looking forward to the next year´s festival!

Stories of Statelessness- Spotlight on the risks of human trafficking and
people smuggling, experienced by the Rohingya people.

Figure 1:Rohingya mother with two month old infant at refugee shelter in Indonesia. CNS Photo/
Dedi Sinuhaji (EPA).
RENATE member, Sr. Clare Nolan, RGS, shares with us the experiences of Ameera, aged 42 and widowed in
Myanmar; Saniyi, aged 13 when she migrated and BiBi, a 47 year old mother, Rohingya women whose stories
pluck at our heart strings and yet bear some hope for the future.
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The humanitarian crisis as the Rohingya people flee across the border from Myanmar to Bangladesh in search of safety,
creates the perfect situation for criminals to exploit the vulnerable. Already reports are emerging, about people smugglers
and human traffickers taking advantage of the exhausted and hungry refugees.
More at: http://rgs.gssweb.org/en/content/stories-statelessness

RENATE Training on Trauma associated with Human Trafficking- 2018.
A working-group of RENATE members are compiling the content of the next round of training for RENATE
members, to take place in Germany in spring, 2018. It is planned to have a variety of inputs on topics ranging
from an understanding of trauma; how to work with traumatized victims of trafficking through to practical
considerations of how to avoid burnout. There will be first-hand input from practitioners in the field and the
training will be interactive, with opportunities for sharing bets practice. Throughout, there will be an emphasis
on the spiritual and theological dimensions to the work of counselling with victims. More information earlier in
the new year.

ANDANTE Study Days, 3-8 May, 2017.
52 delegates from thirteen countries attended the ANDANTE study
days in Durrës, Albania where RENATE President and ANDANTE
President, Dr Mary McHugh (UK) and Vroni Peterhans-Suter
(Switzerland), extended a warm welcome to all present. Mary and
Vroni encouraged delegates to avail of the opportunities for
interactions, dialogue and sharing in order to better impact on the
eradication of exploitation and trafficking, old crimes in new forms of
Modern Slavery.
Delegates learned about the situation regarding Human Trafficking
across Europe; Protection and rehabilitation processes for victims; Prevention work against trafficking in Albania
and creative approaches to prevention work across Europe in general, through presentations from RENATE,
SOLWODI Germany, SOLWODI Romania, Zusterwerk-The Netherlands and the Council of Europe.
More at: http://www.renate-europe.net/andante-study-days-3-8-2017-theme-crime-forms-study-daysmodern-slavery-venue-majestic-hotel-durres-albania/
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"Fashion and/as a waste" - how to give new life to clothes as well as to
people – clients of Caritas, especially victims of human trafficking.
On the 20th August last, the STOP Human Trafficking project organised its 2nd awareness- raising event in
Caritas‘ beautiful gardens at the heart of the old city of
Bratislava.
Once again the event began with an unconventional fashion
show which was followed by an auction.
Caritas´ employees and volunteers of all sizes and ages,
modeled 16 outfits which were created from clothes and
accessories donated to the Caritas´ Warehouse of Solidarity.’
Mgr Jana Urbanova, STOP Human Trafficking Prevention
Campaigns Coordinator, has compiled an interesting report on this year’s fashion show, available at
www.renate-europe.net
Pictures of the event are available at:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/CaritasSlovakiaSKCH/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1230673710370939

RENATE Network Campaigns to mark 18 October- European Day against
Human Trafficking.
RENATE members from SOLWODI Romania, held awareness-raising presentations to students at a number of
educational institutions in Romania. Members also attended a high-level seminar in Munich, on Human
Trafficking, entitled Fighting women trafficking: Experience and project from Eastern Europe, organised by the
Hans Seidel Foundation, together with Aktionsbündnis gegen Frauenhandel and Renovabis.

http://www.renate-europe.net/solwodi-romania-held-number-events-part-campaigns-mark-eu-day-humantrafficking-adina-balan-cj-ms-daniela-marinache/
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News of a radio interview held at Slovakia national radio station, rtvs.
Kristina Bertičová, journalist, conducted a radio- interview with
Natalia Michalovova, a lawyer who specialises in International law and
psychologist Karolína Tobiášová, from CARITAS Slovakia, who worked
directly with victims of trafficking in human beings.

http://www.renate-europe.net/radio-interview-rtvs-slovakia-mark-eu-day-human-trafficking-18-october-2017/

Missing Persons families Support CentreLithuania.
http://www.renate-europe.net/missing-persons-families-support-centrevilnius-lithuania-holds-conference-human-trafficking-mark-e-u-dayhuman-trafficking-18-october-2017/

Awareness-raising event in Spain, to mark the 18th October, EU Day against
Human Trafficking.
In Spain, RENATE members Accion Social Confer and Fundacion Amaranta,
collaborated with CARITAS Spain, Fundacion Cruz Blanca and the Peace and Justice
network, to arrange a Round-table discussion event on the occasion of the EU Day
against Human Trafficking.

From Act to Prevent Trafficking (APT) Ireland, RENATE Working Board member Eilis Coe, rsc, shares a beautiful
resource for a prayerful reflection before, during or after the 18th.
Prayer Card here: Prayer Card 18 October 2017 EU Day against Human
Trafficking. Prayer Card version 2 EU Day against Human Trafficking.
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RENATE President facilitated a week-long series of presentations and
homilies in the UK- to mark the 18 October, European Day against Human
Trafficking.
From the 6- 14 October, RENATE President Imelda Poole, IBVM, has been
conducting a series of information and awareness-raising events in schools
and parishes in the UK. Imelda has covered ground in both Heywood and
Altrincham in the Greater Manchester area; Durham in the northeast of
England and Sheffield/Swanwick in Derbyshire.

RENATE network’s campaign in Malta, to honour the European
anti-human trafficking.
Sr. Margaret Gonzi, Good Shepherd sister and RENATE member, shares the roll-up banner which
has been especially commissioned to create awareness about human trafficking and will be
displayed in the local Parish church over the coming days and weeks.
Additionally, on the 2nd November, 2017, at Mount St. Joseph Retreat House, Mosta, Malta,
RENATE Core Group and Working Board members, Adina Balan, CJ and Dagmar Plum, MMS, gave
a talk on The Reality of Modern Slavery.

On Sunday, 15 October, RENATE Core Group and Working Board member, Ivonne
van de Kar co-presented a talk entitled Slavery in Old Times (Trans-Atlantic Slavery
and Arab Slavery) and Modern Slavery (Human Trafficking and exploitation), with
White Father (and professor) Hugo Hinfelaar.
The presentation drew upon Fr. Hinfelaar’s work of 50 years in Zambia, beginning with his early days in Africa
when he actually met the last slaves sold in the Arab Slavery. Freeing the slaves was one of the reasons French
Cardinal Lavigerie started the congregation of the White Sisters and White Fathers.

RENATE Core group and Working Board member, Marie Hélène Halligon,
RGS, represented RENATE at the forthcoming debate, an event hosted by the
Council of Europe, the City of Strasbourg, the Prefect of the Eastern Region
and the Strasbourg Academy, taking place at the Odyssey Cinema,
Strasbourg.The debate entitled Child Trafficking: the new faces of Slavery, even
in France, was moderated by Mr. Nicolas Le Coz, former President of GRETA.
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18th October, 2017, European Anti-Human Trafficking Day, MWL Planed
Activities in Albania.
To mark the EU Anti-Trafficking Day, October 18, 2017, Mary
Ward Loreto Foundation in collaboration with other NGO`S,
the Office of the National Coordinator for Fight Against
Trafficking in Persons, Institutions, URAT Network and
Ministry of Interior will organize awareness-raising activities
against trafficking of human beings. The activities will take
place in Tropoja, Puka, Shkodra, Lezha, Tirana, Lushnja and
Këlcyra.
Full report at www.albaniahope.com

Pope Francis does not allow us ignore the
connections between organised crime, of
which Modern Slavery is one.
In June, RENATE Core group member, Marie Hélène Halligon,
represented RENATE at a conference hosted by the Vatican,
its first conference on corruption and organized crime. More
than fifty prosecutors, U.N. officials, bishops and victims of
organized crime were invited to attend for a day of talks and
discussions on how best to collaborate and network effectively,
to bring an end to human trafficking and exploitation. .
Marie Helene’s report on the conference is available on the RENATE website, under the June 2017 listings.
www.renate-europe.net

RENATE members join with others at ERSTE training programme.
A two-days course on ‘’Successfully leading teams and oneself” was organised by the ERSTE Foundation
Academy (NGO) and offered to non-governmental
organisations from Eastern and Central Europe. The course
took place in , 12-13 October, 2017. It was led by Prof.
Wolfgang Mayrhofer, head of the Interdisciplinary Institute
of Management and Organisational Behaviour, Department
of Management, WU (Vienna University of Economics and
Business), Austria. RENATE member, Aneta Grabowska,
took part in this course on behalf of PoMOC Association
from Poland.
Full report at www.renate-europe.net
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President of RENATE, Imelda Poole, IBVM, meeting of Talitha Kum
International coordinators, Rome, 19-23 June, 2017- Rome, Italy.

The full report and individual Continent Reports are available at http://www.talithakum.info/news including
RENATE President Imelda Poole’s presentation on the work of RENATE, across Europe.
http://www.renate-europe.net/talitha-kum-publish-report-meeting-international-coordinators-place-rome-1923-june-uisg-offices-piazza-di-ponte-santangelo/

Letting go and letting God-Imelda Poole, IBVM, RENATE President,
reflects on the power faith plays in her work in Human Trafficking
Prevention.
In an interview with Manx radio on 18 June 2017, Imelda spoke of her
experiences as a Catholic Religious sister, working on the margins in Albania
with the most deprived women and children, amongst beautiful people
who struggle to secure a better quality of life.
The interview was recorded by the ‘’Praise’’ morning show, at approx.
0:08.52 on the metre below:
http://www.manxradio.com/radioplayer/od/7898/
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Giftbox Campaigns in both Albania and Rep. of Ireland.
U.N Giftbox Campaigns were held in both Ireland and Albania, this
past year. This was the second successful Giftbox campaign held in
Albania, where once again, countless numbers of the general public
were exposed to the information and learning opportunities provided
by the Giftbox Campaign.
It was the first Giftbox campaign to be held in the Republic of Ireland,
and was staged in major urban areas throughout the island, including
Drogheda, Dublin, Athlone and Galway.
Full report at www.renate-europe.net

RENATE Annual Training - Theme: Human Trafficking and Migrants.
In the context of an unprecedented influx of migrants
and refugees into Europe and the ensuing increased
incidences of trafficking and exploitation, RENATE
arranged training with a specific focus on Migrants and
Trafficking, attended by twenty-nine of its members.
It was a full week, situated within the broader, expansive
world-view proposed by Laudato Si, which acted as a
unifying thread running through the entire week.
A wide range of experienced practitioners from the
Netherlands shared their wisdom and knowledge
relevant to the topic. Full report available at
www.renate-europe.net

Power of individual ministry of prayer and awarenessraising against human trafficking.
Sr. Viktorija Šimić, from Croatia, a teacher by profession, leaves no stone unturned
when it comes to ensuring her students and their families understand the risks and
dangers of Human Trafficking and exploitation. In the wider Parish and Diocesan level,
Sr. Viktorija has already given more than fifty (50) talks at Parish and community level
throughout Croatia, on the topic of Human Trafficking and Exploitation. The talks are
respectfully presented in the cradle of Mass and prayer, where congregations can feel
they are making their personal contribution through the power of prayer.
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Grace- A Play about one woman’s fight against Modern Slavery.
In Spring 2017, Ten Ten Theatre was asked by TRAC- a group of 16 Religious congregations of sisters from
across the UK- to consider producing a new piece of work which helps young people to explore:
The issue of Modern Slavery;
The problem with pornography;
The dignity of the human person.
Following a meeting between RENATE
member, Patricia Mulhall, CSB, (a founding
member of TRAC), Martin O’ Brien (the
Artistic Director of Ten Ten) and
representatives of all the Religious Orders
involved in TRAC, it was decided that Ten Ten would aim to produce a new theatre play for schools, following
the huge success of their production of ‘’This is My Body.’’ This new play, provisionally titled ‘’Grace,’’
would differ from ‘’This is My Body’’ in the following ways:
It would tell a story about trafficking within the UK;
It would not focus on the victim but on the fight against slavery, making it more empowering for the audience;
It would be appropriate for young people aged 14+;
It would be easier and cheaper to stage.
For more information see:
www.tentencharitabletrust.co.uk/current/

Film screening of ‘New Girls 24 Hours’ (Chicas Nuevas 24 Horas) by Mabel
Lozano
In an innovative awareness-raising initiative, RENATE and APT (Act to Prevent Trafficking)
members in Ireland attended the screening of ‘New Girls 24 Hours‘ Film on the 19th June
2017 at The Light House Cinema, Dublin and hosted by the Immigrant Council of Ireland
and RUHAMA, (‘New Girls 24 Hours‘ (Chicas Nuevas 24 Horas) by Mabel Lozano (Mafalda
Entertainment, S.L., Aleph Media S.A., Puatarará Films, Hangar Films, Arte Vital) (Spain,
Argentina, Paraguay, Colombia, Peru).
Representing six years of investigations into the multi-million-dollar business-side of
sexual slavery across five continents, the film was nominated for Best Documentary Feature Film at the 3rd
Annual Premios Platino of Iberoamerican Cinema, which will take place on July 24th in Punta del Este, Uruguay.
Themes examined in the film include the export business, economic exploitation, feminization of poverty and
the impact of the post-colonial relations between Spain and South America.
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RENATE member Sr. Dalia Verbyle SJE, talks
on national radio about the possibilities for
awareness raising, prevention and supports for
survivors of human trafficking in Lithuania.In
Lithuania, there is a growing understanding in society that Human
trafficking is both a local and a global issue. Kristina Misieniene from
The Centre Against Human Trafficking and Exploitation and Sr. Dalia
Verbyle SJE, as RENATE members, were interviewed about this problem
on Mary’s Radio in Lithuania, during the broadcast called
“Topicalities.” Sr. Dalia presented the biblical theme of leaving slavery, citing two examples, one of Moses being
sent by God: “Go and save your own people!” and another example being Mary and her Great Magnificat as a
hymn of freedom. Sr. Dalia spoke about RENATE, as a Religious Network in Europe working against Human
Trafficking and Exploitation, continuing the work of God in the contemporary, modern world. More at
www.renate-europe.net

E.U Civil Society Platform.
RENATE members attended E.U. Civil Society Platform meetings in Brussels during the past year. Reports on
proceedings are available on the RENATE website, www.renate-europe.net Please find below a personal
message from the EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator, Dr. Myria Vassiliadou.
‘’Thank you for your active participation and contributions to the biannual meetings. Your work is crucial in
assisting, protecting and supporting victims of trafficking, in contributing shaping local, regional, national and
EU policies; and your diversity brings a crucial value added to our joint efforts.
During the meetings…….in workshops and networking breaks, several of you shared experiences and ideas,
mentioned reports, made references to upcoming and foreseen events. We wish to encourage you once more
to consider all these examples as input to be shared with all participants to the e-Platform. It is important to
ensure we make full use of this instrument to give continuity to discussions, both making and input and
receiving information, and that we involve those additional NGOs that are not included in the meetings.
Best regards and looking forward to hearing from you,’’ Office of the EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator.

RENATE member, Sr. Monica Chickwe, spoke at the Voices of Faith event at the Vatican,
sharing her reflections on ‘’Who is my brother?’’
This year’s theme was Stirring the Waters: Making the Impossible Possible.
More at: http://www.renate-europe.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/MonicaReflection-8-March-2017.pdf
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In honour of International Women’s Day, the President of Malta, visits the
Dar Merhba Bik Foundation, to meet with RENATE member Sr. Margaret
Gonzi and colleagues.
It was a special Women’s Day this year for the Dar Merhba Bik
Foundation, a Shelter for Domestic Violence Survivors, their
children and the staff as they hosted a visit from the President of
Malta, Her Excellency, Dr. Marie Louise Coleiro Preca. President
Coleiro Preca expressed her appreciation and gratitude to the
Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd, Sr. Doris
Saliba, Local Leader and Sr. Margaret Gonzi, Director of Dar Merhba
Bik Foundation, whom she said were pioneers in opening the first
Domestic Violence Shelter in Malta back in 1980 and which to date,
has given shelter and solace to over 3000 clients and their families.

RENATE France- Platforme en ligne pour aiders les victims de traite.

L’OIM et l’UE aident les victimes de traite grâce à une nouvelle France – Avec le soutien de l’Union européenne
(UE), l’Organisation internationale pour les migrations a (OIM) lancé une plateforme en ligne comprenant un outil de
renvoi transnational conçu pour renforcer la réponse des professionnels aux besoins des victimes de traite. L’outil,
un modèle … Lire la suite Plateforme en ligne pour aider les victimes de traite
www.renatefrance.wordpress.com
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RENATE members share about their work at the newly established shelter
in the Austrian Tyrol, opened in early 2017 by SOLWODI Austria.
‘’From my personal
speaking on behalf of many
commitment has a great
looking away, perceiving,
and identifying.’’ Thus said
RENATE member Sr. Patricia
Patricia, together with Sr.
Austria Leader and Sr.
member, gave a press

experience – and I think I am
of my fellow Religious- our
deal to do with ‘looking’ and not
being concerned, questioning
SOLWODI Austria Leader and
Erber on the 23rd May 2017. Sr.
Anna Mayrhofer, SOLWODI
Andrea Bezakova, RENATE
conference in Innsbruck, to speak

about the SOLWODI shelter
and counselling centre for
women affected by trafficking in human beings, forced prostitution, exploitation and violence
(#GerechtigkeitGeht).
More at: http://www.renate-europe.net/renate-member-andrea-bezakova-solwodi-austria-leaders-sharesupdate-solwodi-shelter-opened-austrian-tyrol/

Lithuanian Missing Persons’ Families Support Centre holds
Commemorative Ceremony 25 May 2017.
Members of the Lithuania presidential social campaign ‘’For a Safer Lithuania,’’
together with representatives from the U S Embassy in Lithuania and the
Lithuanian police forces, joined the staff of the Missing Persons’ Families
Support centre on 25 May in Vilnius, to remember all those who are listed as
‘’Missing’’ in Lithuania.
50 primary school children gathered around the commemorative statue
‘’Mummy,’’ and released balloons to signify hope for the future and the
possibilities of a safer Lithuania as they grow up.
More at:
http://www.lrt.lt/mediateka/irasas/1013669410/labas_rytas_lietuva#wowza
playstart=0&wowzaplayduration=2606000
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RENATE President, Imelda Poole, IBVM, spoke at the Mary Ward Centre,
Toronto, Canada.
In speaking about the work of RENATE Europe and Albania Hope, Imelda
said Canada has become a primary destination for victims of human
trafficking in spite of various initiatives to combat the illegal trade. Imelda
was in Canada the same day that Ontario passed the Anti-Human Trafficking
Act. Ontario accounts for 69 per cent of reported human trafficking crimes
in Canada, according to data published in the TIP report, 2014. More at:
http://www.renate-europe.net/renate-president-imelda-poole-ibvmalerts-canada-fact-categorised-tier-1-tip-report-canada-primarytarget-human-trafficking/

RENATE members participate in a debate on a planned revision of the EU’s
strategy towards the eradication of trafficking in human beings- the
European parliament, Strasbourg.
RENATE Core Group members Marie Hćlène Halligon, gsn, and Monica Chickwe, som, attended the 7th Annual
International Symposium on Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling, in Brussels on the 17 May 2017, where
the EU’s Strategy towards the Eradication of Trafficking in Human Beings was a core, foundational document
informing discussions. Attendance at the Symposium provided RENATE with a timely and invaluable opportunity
to explore developing integrated solutions to tackle human trafficking and migrant smuggling. The Symposium
also added to our knowledge-base on effective means of identifying victims, awareness raising and improving
multi-lateral cooperation. Full report at: www.renate-europe.net

Church Integration Ministry (KIT), Denmark.
KIT member, Karin Kjaergaard shares with us about the organisation’s coordinated
work between Denmark and Nigeria, focused on women in Nigeria living as sexworkers. In Denmark, approximately 40 Danish volunteers share a series of support
services for Nigerian women living as undocumented sex workers in Copenhagan.
One such support is the Night Light Café, which opens 2-3 nights per week, where
the women can enjoy a light meal and participate in workshops which help upskill
women as well as being a form of spiritual and social supports.
In Nigeria, the preventive film Europe in my Heart has been screened in 30 villages;
anti-human trafficking Conferences have been held at State level, targeting judiciary,
politicians, NGO, church leaders and the media.
A number of Safe Houses have been established and a 2-year programme is planned,
focused on capacity building and competence development of staff who work in the Safe houses.
Full report available at www.renate-europe.net. More information at www.naptip.gov.ng
The KIT partner in Nigeria is MeCAHT (www.mecahtinternational.org), an NGO under the umbrella of YWAM
(www.ywam.org).
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St. Bakhita Day, 8 February 2017.
The RENATE network held numerous events throughout Europe, in honour of the
day. From all-night vigils, to Prayer services, Liturgies, art exhibitions and a 10 mile
walk, RENATE members were strengthened by the collaborative efforts involved and
pleased with the success of awareness-raising opportunities created.
Profiles of the various actions undertaken, are available at www.renate-europe.net in
the February archives.
Pre-notification regarding St. Bakhita Day, 8 February 2018.
Main Theme:- Migration without Trafficking: Say Yes to Freedom
and No to Slavery.
The International Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking in Persons 2018
offers the opportunity to pray and to follow with our commitment the United Nation
Global Migration Compact. Through it migration and refugee matters have become major issues in the
international agenda, linked to recognition of the need for a comprehensive approach to human mobility,
enhancing cooperation at the global level. Human trafficking is one of the central theme of the global migration
compact. Resources available at: preghieracontrotratta.org

Email: Communications@renate-europe.net
Be part of the RENATE Network.

Join us on Twitter.

Follow us on Facebook. Sign up for Website membership.

Anne Kelleher, Editor.
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