Newsletter 3, March 2015

Ending Trafficking begins with you
From the President
Sr. Imelda Poole, IBVM.
Easter Greetings.
This newsletter is being published and sent to
you at the most wondrous time of our Church’s
year and for this reason, on behalf of RENATE,
we wish you much joy and peace and send to
you many blessings for this Holy Season. The
way of the cross is being walked by millions of
people enslaved each day and as we walk this
path and especially on Good Friday, let us walk
with them and pray for freedom. Let us have in
our hearts and minds the trafficked victim, the
refugee, the isolated, the lonely, the poor and
those most vulnerable to being crucified with
Christ on the cross.
Often we are called to action but sometimes we
are called to silence and to being strengthened
by this prayer
R.S. Thomas wrote:
‘But the silence in the mind
Is when we live best, within
Listening distance of the
silence we call God. ….
It is a presence, then,
Whose margins are our
margins;
That calls us out over our
Own fathoms. What to do
But draw nearer to
Such ubiquity by remaining
still.’

CONTENTS of NEWSLETTER
RENATE Working Board Meeting.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

Pages
2& 3

Events throughout the Network.
10th birthday celebrations for APT !

Page
4

CSW ‘59, United Nations New York.
TenTenTheatre Company– Action!

Page
5

UN Barbershop Conference
Holy Year of Mercy.
UCESM meet in Albania.

www.renate-europe.net

Pages
6&7

The solemnity of Easter means many things
to many people but it has one message that
emerges clear and strong – Hope!
Christ died for all, indicating that every
human has value, The Easter message is a
radical declaration of how God sees every
person and how we experience this
personally in terms of our own faith. It also
underpins our worldview in the context of
mission and life – hope for the person.
Easter gives all who have suffered pain a
sense that we are not on our own and, despite our emotions and
feelings, God does understand. The Easter story gives us a
glimpse of God’s broken heart, the physical suffering of the
Christ demonstrating that He understands what it is to feel
physical and emotional pain. The resurrection is a promise of
His presence; we are not on our own – hope in pain - hope at
Easter
A huge problem in our society today is that we live for ourselves.
The challenge of the Christian message, the miracle of Easter, is
that Christ died so that we no longer live for ourselves. We live
for something bigger. We can lose hope. The Easter story gives
us an answer. Christ gives us a new focus as we live for Him and
His teaching. As we take on that new focus, it will help us to not
be as selfish, not to live for ourselves as, perhaps, we have done
and, in this way, we will all make the world a better place – hope
of the power to change.
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death ( Philipians 3:10) Dare
to hope that human trafficking will, by God’s grace, end. (prepared
by Mike Emberson, Director, Medaille Trust. )

When we hear their cry, we try to give a
voice by means of the following:
Discussion Groups to inform young girls vulnerable to human
trafficking, so that they might realise purposeful lives.
Advocacy initiatives—Networks at the local level.
Collaborations—Inter-agency work- Border patrols; Immigration services; Police; Legislators and others.
Awareness-raising through education.
Workshops on Human Trafficking.
Visits to detention centres & providing ‘ shelters ‘where victims
can find support and be renewed.
Early interventions so as to prevent trafficking .
The voice for human rights and social justice.
Programmes to prevent poverty.
Women supporting women. Prayer.
( from RENATE Working Board meeting, Albania, March 2015).
EMAIL address: communications@renate-europe.net
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RENATE Working Board meeting, 9th-16th March, 2015
Dürres, Albania.
The reassuring words of Matthew 18:21 ‘’For where two or three have gathered together in my
name, I am there in their midst,’’ set the tone for the annual meeting of the RENATE Working
Board in Albania. Because the Working Board gathers formally once a year, the meeting is of great importance not
only as a time when Board members make time to get together, share knowledge and best practise concerning
human trafficking and exploitation, but equally as a time of discernment for when Board members and staff reflect
upon much that has been achieved over the last year, and to plan for all that is yet to be done in order to fulfil the
mission, vision, goals and objectives of RENATE. With 18 European countries represented around the table, the
facilitation provided by Patricia Mulhall, CSB, was essential to the 28 participants’ full participation. Full report,
see www.renate-europe.net

Vatican Symposium for Young

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
A foretaste of the beauty and diversity of being together.
Once again Rome offered an extraordinary range of observances for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The
consummation was the celebration of Vespers for the
Conversion of St Paul at the
place of his likely burial, the
papal basilica of St Pauloutside-the-Walls. The highlight of the Week was the
message from Pope Francis,
now readable in full here.
There could be no better
mandate for the expression of
unity now than this homily: it
is just as if Pope Francis were writing and speaking for all
in the Anglican Centre. He talked of the need to act now
for unity, and to travel in that spirit, rather than waiting
until we had agreed on every detail, because the discussions we need will take us until the final coming of Christ.
Words are crucial, and so are mutual understandings, and
we have a lot more than we think we do at about 85 % of
core doctrine; but they cannot substitute for radical and
concrete demonstrations of unexpected love.
See www.anglicancentreinrome.org for full text.

People: Youth
against Prostitution and Human
Trafficking.
Continuing with our profile
of RENATE Members who
contributed at the Vatican
Symposium for Young People on the 15th & 16th November last, you can access reports from RENATE
Members Ms. Ana Bartosova, Caritas Slovakia &
Stop Human Trafficking Initiative, and Sr. Stanka
Orsolic, (right) Croatia by logging
on to : http://www.renate-europe.net/2014/12/
reports-vatican-symposium-young-people

World day of Social Justice, 19
February, 2015.

th

Even in the 21st Century, the sequence of Human
Trafficking is still being carried out in almost every quarter of the globe. Labour exploitation, organ
harvesting and the sex trade continue to increase,
leading to calls for stopping the demand in the
first instance. Log on to www.webtv.un.org/
world day of social justice to see what you can
do to help.

Catholic News Agency (KAI) in Poland &
the World Day of Peace, 1 January 2015.
st

The Catholic News Agency (KAI) in Poland, held a press conference on the 10 th December, 2014, to highlight Pope Francis’ message for the World Day of Peace.
Amongst those present who welcomed and shared the Pope’s sentiments were Bishop
Artur Mizinski, General Secretary of the Polish Episcopal Conference (KEP), Professor
Adam Glapinski, representative of the Monetary Policy Council (RPP) and Mr. Piotr Mierecki,
Director of the Unit against Trafficking in Human Beings at the Polish Ministry of the
Interior. Sr. Anna Balchan (pictured right) from the PoMOC Association and Member of
RENATE, was one of the key speakers invited to the Conference.
The full text is available on the RENATE website at; www.renate-europe.net
www.renate-europe.net
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SARA Foundation newly formed.
In Hungary, SARA, a new NGO is in its infancy, derived from both RENATE and SOLWODI. The Jesuit Centre in
Budapest hosted the inaugural meeting on the 8th of February, the International day of Prayer and Awareness
against Human Trafficking. Eighteen people gathered together and celebrated Mass in honour of the occasion.

Worth Reading!
Fighting Slavery: Faith in Action, by Nick Kinsella & Peter Stanley. Publ. 31st March, 2015. ISBN:
9781908393456. River Publishing, UK.
In this book, twenty two modern day ‘’slavery fighters’’ tell their stories from the cutting edge of
combatting human trafficking. They explain how putting faith and principles into action can
bring about change and save lives. They also inspire readers to act, probably in very different
ways, but no less valuable.
This book celebrates the achievements of men and women of faith who have given themselves to
this vital cause. The battle to combat modern slavery is a continuing battle & this book shows
how the battle is being won in so many ways.
Sr. Imelda Poole is one of the twenty two authors invited to contribute to the publication!

InternatIonal Women’s Day, 8 March, 2015.
th

PoMOC - Mary Immaculate Association
for Women and Children from Poland.
Sr. Anna Balchan, President of the PoMOC Association in Poland, shared
with us the progress of a local project
entitled ‘’Crisis beginning of a new
life,’’ which received some projectassistance from RENATE.
The results of the project were such
that three women and the two year
old child of one of the women, were
sheltered from domestic violence and
trafficking. During their time in the
shelter, each of the women grew in
confidence sufficiently to join training
programmes which gave them skills to
gain employment in a variety of areas
such as secretarial work, domestic
work and the catering sector where
they each now earn their own money,
live independently and enjoy a better
quality of life.
It is possible to make the break from
domestic violence, safe in the
knowledge that support is available.
For more information, see www.pomoc.pl
www.renate-europe.net

International Women’s Day has evolved over time from simply being an
occasion for men at the turn of the last century, to express their regard
for women to the current situation when respect and admiration for
women is publicly proclaimed and marked on this date. It is also a day
when women’s economic, political and social achievements are
acknowledged and celebrated.
The United Nations General Assembly formally designated the 8th of
March as the UN Day of Women’s Rights and World Peace in 1977. This
year’s official theme is ‘’Empowering Women, Empowering Humanity:
Picture it! ”
While it is essential to honour and celebrate women on this specific date,
it must also be recognised that not all women enjoy such high regard or
have the freedom to celebrate. In recent years, the International Red
Cross has used the 8th of March to draw attention to crisis points in
women’s lives, most notably the displacement of women due to wars
and armed conflict; the sexual violence that harm the lives and dignity of
countless women and girls in war zones worldwide each year; the heartbreak and economic uncertainty that women experience when spouses
and/or children are missing, killed in armed conflicts. There is also the
plight of women in prisons. There is the continued degradation of women often by withholding access to education and life-skills to the denial
of the freedom of speech.
Many recall the scenes in Egypt’s Tahrir Square on International Women’s Day in 2011. Hundreds of men harassed women who gathered publicly to proclaim their rights. The police and military persons took no
action to defend or protect the women. Women were chased from the
square.
One might ask ‘How far have we come since Tahrir Square, in terms of
respect, appreciation and regard for women?’ In light of the abduction
of schoolgirls in Nigeria and the denial of human rights in the ‘Middle
East’, let us continue to network together in order to ensure the dignity
of every human being is honoured and respected.
EMAIL address: communications@renate-europe.net
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Sr. Imelda Poole, President RENATE, presented at the Vatican on the occasion of
the first International day of Prayer and Awareness against human trafficking, St.
Bakhita Day. To enjoy the photo gallery shared with RENATE and read additional
news about RENATE members’ observances for St. Bakhita Day, log onto
www.renate-europe.net

Examples of events organised throughout the RENATE network: In Albania,
Bishop Frendo, OP presided over a very special Liturgy which was prepared in honour of St. Bakhita. The theme of ‘’Light Dispelling the Darkness of Trafficking’’ communicated a very hopeful message to all who attended. Prayer cards were distributed and people joined in prayer together.
In the UK, members of RENATE marked the day by submitting writing on the life
and story of Saint Bakhita that featured in Parish Newsletters. Prayer Cards for the
victims of human trafficking were distributed at Churches. Silent vigils were observed and prayer
groups convened.
Morning Mass, broadcast from Brentwood Cathedral gave special mention to the day in which Fr.
Martin Boland gave his homily on Bakhita’s life. www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b051r7hr (the text is
available on screen, beneath the recording).
Caritas Slovakia organised a national Prayer Service which took
place at the Jesuit Church in Bratislava on Sunday 8th February 2015.
Caritas Slovakia has been helping the victims of human trafficking for
seven years and took this opportunity to join the world in prayer for the
more than 21 million women, men and children who suffer from modern
slavery.
The prayer service-broadcast live on the national radio- was accompanied by the songs of Taize,
performed by the professional church choir Chorus Salvatoris. Initial introductory words and opening
prayers were followed by Psalms and stories of trafficked Slovak victims. Candles of hope were
placed on each continent of the world map symbolizing the global extent of human trafficking.
Then intercession prayers were read for particular and all victims, but also for traffickers, pimps, government and church representatives as well as for all of us to be
able to face the globalisation of indifference with globalisation of solidarity. All participants then lit candles for
freedom and dignity. Images of St Josephine Bakhita printed on a prayer card,
were distributed to all participants.
Together with the Dutch Conference of Religious, the SRTV in the Netherlands, devised
inter-faith prayer services, comprising prayers, hymns and intercessions to share
with the churches and congregations throughout the Netherlands
and also Belgium. The Dutch national broadcasting station also featured these
services.
In Romania, at the official opening day for the Year of Consecrated Life, 1st February, prayer cards and fliers dedicated to the victims of human trafficking, and to be
incorporated intoParish masses and Prayer Services, were distributed in preparation for the First International Day of Prayer and Awareness against Trafficking. Representatives
from all the religious orders attended the official opening.

Congratulations to APT (Act to Prevent Trafficking), Dublin, Ireland
who celebrate 10 years of work in 2015!
APT Ireland have a number of awareness-raising and celebratory events planned for this
year, the highlight of which will be a con-celebrated Mass in Ireland’s Pro-Cathedral in
Dublin, at which Rev. Dr. Diarmaid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin will be the chief celebrant. Later in the year, in October, Ms. Celine Byrne, one of Ireland’s foremost sopranos,
will give a concert in The Pavilion, Dunlaoghaire, Co. Dublin, to raise awareness of human
trafficking and bring people’s attention to the groups working to combat it.
Sr. Catherine Dunne, RSHM is working with members of APT to produce an educational resource, for use by
schools and other institutions, in an effort to educate as many as possible and therefore empower others to find
their voice and help combat human trafficking.
www.renate-europe.net
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The 59 session of the Commission on the Status of Women
th

CSW 59 took place in New York, principally at the United Nations headquarters, from the 9 th to the 20th of March last.
Originally, the BEIJING Platform for Action identified 12 Critical Areas of Concern that are obstacles to empowering
women to be full and equal partners in all policies and decision-making in their communities. The Critical Areas are as
follows;
Women and poverty.
Education and training of women.
Women and health.
Violence against women.
Women and armed conflict.
Women and the economy.
Women in power and decision-making.
Institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women.
Human rights of women.
Women and the media.
Women and the environment.
The girl-child.
CSW 59 was seen as an opportunity for creating a global campaign anchored in five regional conferences, with the help
of information technology and social media, to ‘’scale up and speed up’’ the implementation of the Beijing Platform for
Action and the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).
Conscious of growing instability in the contemporary world- such as the global economic crisis, urbanization, growing
militarism, religious extremism and more- delegates from around the world gathered to network, share experiences
and best practices and lobby governments to implement resolutions and treaties which they have signed.
The Agreed Conclusions of the CSW 59 are to be published shortly, but as the delegates re-visited the commitments of
the past, they returned home with a renewed commitment to the future, ‘’…to together create transformative change
for the empowerment of women and girls now and in the future.’’

A Reflection
So, what did you get for your
money?
We got a girl, A Nigerian girl,
Young, fresh, unspoilt,
A nice earner for us.
The punters love exotic girls,
With dark skin and soft bodies,
They will pay well.
Her relatives have delivered her
to us, And we will treat her carefully.
After all, her death would be a big
loss to us.
So, what did you get for your
money?
We got a man. A Galilean.
Young, brave, challenging.
An upstart, a trouble-maker, a self
-appointed king even!
The Jews have delivered him to us.
And we will finish him off.
After all, his death will be no loss
to us.
(Sr Eilís Coe, RSC. APT,

TenTen Theatre helps in education and awarenessraising on human trafficking
The award winning TenTen Theatre Company in London, premiered a specially
commissioned film of The Saint Bakhita story and Human Trafficking, which was
screened in London on her feast-day, 8th February. The
twenty-six minute documentary film follows a group of
nineteen year old students from Sacred Heart School in
Hammersmith, West London, who are on a quest to understand the issue of Modern Slavery and what they can do to
stop it. A two minute preview of the film is available on
www.tententheatre.co.uk/bakhitasprayer
The TenTen Theatre Company have worked with The
Medaille Trust as well as TRAC UK for the past eighteen
months, in the making of this documentary film.

In honour of St. Bakhita’s Day, the
Fundación Amaranta in Majorca,
Spain, recorded the testimonies of the
women they are supporting to recover from trafficking. Through their
testimony, their voices will be heard and no-one can turn a deaf ear to
their stories. For more, see www.fundacionamaranta.org

Ireland)

www.renate-europe.net
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Republic of Lithuania adopts Resolution to criminalise
the Purchase of Sexual Services.
European Union efforts to combat human trafficking have been furthered strengthened by the Lithuanian
government’s resolution to criminalise the purchase of sexual services, as announced on the 16 th of December last. For many years prior to the resolution, considerable efforts had been made by charities,
NGO’s, professional Social and Psychological Service centres, expert academics and politicians, to highlight
the necessity to not only protect and provide support to victims of human trafficking, but more strategically to focus on reducing demand for sexual services from the victims of human trafficking.
A significant final factor in influencing the decision on the governmental resolution were the deliberations
at the transnational Stop Traffick conference, held in the Lithuanian Parliament Conference hall on June
19th and 20th, 2014 and hosted by the Klaipeda Social and Psychological Support Centre in Lithuania.
Central to the Conference was the April 2014 Report by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe which recognises that sex buyer laws are ‘’the most effective tool for preventing and combatting trafficking in human beings’’ and favours legislation which targets demand for prostitution.
It is heartening to see growing public and political momentum behind such legislation.
The Lithuanian Press release can be accessed at http://www.moteriai.It/.../22-12-2014-Press-Release...
The Report by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe can be accessed at
http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/Doc/XrefViewPDF.asp?FileID=20559&language-EN

First UN Barbershop Conference!
‘’We are convinced that this has to be the century of women and girls.’’ Jan Eliasson, Deputy UN Secretary
General, at the January 2015 Barbershop Conference.
Aimed at ending violence against women and girls, in addition to eliminating stereotypes, promoting nondiscriminatory and non-sexist male attitudes as well as promoting gender equality, the United Nations
held its first ‘’Barbershop Conference’’ in January 2015, attended by both men and women. (The term
‘’barbershop’’ was deliberately used in order to create the impression of a familiar, safe place for a man-toman conversation).
It was at this Barbershop Conference that the Head of UN Women, Mrs. Mlambo-Ngcuka stated ‘’It is not
enough to be a good boy and a good man in a bad system. Our challenge is to change the system, because a
bad system can bring a good man down.’’ High hopes for mutual understanding and support between the
sexes, are expected of future Barbershop Conferences.

Launch of HeForShe IMPACT 10 x 10 x 10; A solidarity Movement for
Gender Equality.
Dedicated to achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment, the UN Women’s campaign HeforShe is a
solidarity movement which brings together one half of humanity in support of the other half of humanity, for the
benefit of all. HeForShe seeks to provide the platform for men to be part of a renewed movement to complete the
work begun at the 1995 Conference in Beijing, with the Declaration and Platform for Action. It is a global effort
which aims to engage governments, corporations, legislative bodies and universities as change agents in purposeful action to remove the social and cultural barriers that prevent women and girls from achieving their
full potential.
At its launch, the UN General Secretary, Ban Ki Moon said that , “HeForShe includes fathers who want to raise
empowered daughters, leaders who know that their societies will be stronger when there are as many women in
business and parliaments as men, and ordinary people who cannot endure seeing violence and discrimination
being visited upon women & girls.’’
Check out www.heforshe.org for more information.

www.renate-europe.net
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Pope Francis announces a Holy Year of Mercy.
On the 13th March, Pope Francis presided over a penance service in St. Peter’s Basilica,
during which he announced an extraordinary Jubilee dedicated to Divine Mercy. This is a
welcome announcement, especially for those working to stop human trafficking and the
exploitation of persons, as the Pope continues to remind us to consider our baptismal calling and respond with compassion to our fellow human beings, when we ‘Hear their cry.’
‘’Dear brothers and sisters, I have often thought about how the Church might make clear
its mission of being a witness to mercy. It is journey that begins with a spiritual conversion. For this reason, I have decided to call an extraordinary Jubilee that is to have the mercy of God at its centre. It shall be a Holy Year of Mercy. We want to live this Year in the light of the Lord's words: “Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful. (cf. Lk. 6:36)
‘’I am convinced that the whole Church will find in this Jubilee the joy needed to rediscover and make fruitful
the mercy of God, with which all of us are called to give consolation to every man and woman of our time. From
this moment, we entrust this Holy Year to the Mother of Mercy, that she might turn her gaze upon us and
watch over our journey.’’
Below, please find Vatican Radio’s translation of the Holy Father’s homily, in which he made the announcement.
http://en.vaticana.va/news/2015/03/13/

UCESM IN ALBANIA.
The General Assembly of UCESM takes place every two years, alternately in a country of Western Europe and a country of Eastern Europe. After the painful decision to cancel the 16th GA, which was to
take place in KIEV (UKRAINE) in February 2015, the Executive Committee thanked the Conference of ALBANIA for their availability and
collaboration to host the Assembly in March where it took place in
TIRANA, 23-28 March, 2015. The topic chosen for KIEV remained
valid and provided the ambience for a reflection of the political, social and religious situations in Europe today.
This topic was well in tune with the Albanian reality.
RENATE was invited to give a presentation on the third day of the Assembly. Present in the gathering were religious, male and female from 27 European countries. It was a great pleasure to meet so many on this day and to be
able to share the reality of trafficking in Europe. Stories from the survivors were shared and the reality of victims
still trapped by this evil crime in countries across Europe. The Assembly showed great interest in the work of
RENATE, its vision and goals and its plans for the future. All the members of the Assembly were given the updated
leaflet of RENATE and also a copy of the 2014 Annual Report. Special contact was made with religious from The
Ukraine, Portugal, Russia, the Netherlands, Romania, Latvia, Poland, Ireland and Scotland. All were invited to join
RENATE so let us hope some will venture to do this over the next few weeks.
The following day we joined the religious of Albania on pilgrimage in Shkoder where we took part in a very moving
stations of the cross in which the religious and priests, who were martyrs from the communist regime, formed a
corridor of stations with their pictures portrayed on banners. This took place in the open air garden of the
Claretian sisters. The sisters live alongside the prison which housed persecuted Christians during the communist
regime. The prison is now a museum. After the stations we quietly wended our way through a corridor of suffering
and into the brutal and very small cells where the prisoners stayed during their time of torture. The day finished
with a wonderful Mass at the Cathedral in Shkoder which was completely filled with Religious and co workers.
Some of the Mary Ward Loreto staff joined us on pilgrimage for the day.
It was a very special event for the Religious of Albania and I think we can definitely say that RENATE is now well
and truly known by the members of UCESM. We hope collaboration will grow from this event. We can but live in
hope.
Important notice: RENATE publishes its newsletter every quarter. We welcome input from our members.
Examples such as: news items that promote awareness of human trafficking issues; Current news and campaigns in your organisation and/or country: Social Justice awareness events; Projects planned or taking place.
We also invite your poetry and reflections as we build community together and share resources in combating
human trafficking, a crime against humanity.
Anne Kelleher, Editor
www.renate-europe.net

EMAIL address: communications@renate-europe.net

