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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This past year has highlighted over and over again that today’s reality leaves us in a
world where massive displacement and internal mobility, cybercrime, the increasing
gap between the rich and the poor, a pandemic wave of corruption in states across
the globe, greed and an inability for many to face the fast changing realities around
us, has led to a clandestine criminal underworld which is challenging those who work
for justice. It is inviting many, who are called to be at the coalface confronting this
crime, to honestly stand up and work together to rid the world of such a scourge on
the side of humanity, and to cease their work of colluding with the criminals
themselves. It is clear that there is a lack of updated data at all levels of the crime of
human trafficking and thus law and justice is not able to face what is not openly
known in terms of analysis and facts and figures. The truth however is understood,
that the reality is far greater than those figures written down. It is hoped that this
report will lead to more action on the part of all the specialists in the field.

Imelda Poole IBVM, RENATE President
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RENATE calls on them to work more closely together and to heed the advice given in
the many reports written over the past year, including the Child Mapping Research,
published by RENATE in November 2018. The call is to work together, to break
through scientific understanding, to track down the criminal gangs and to
disempower them from plying their trade across the world. The aim of RENATE, as
with the SDGs and Pope Francis in Rome, is to ‘Rid the World of Human Trafficking
by 2030’. Let us unite to achieve this goal.
The networking accomplishments of RENATE over this past year have been
remarkable at the grass roots where the members have tirelessly continued to work
at the coal face, alongside many co-workers in the field, for the rescue, reintegration,
rehabilitation and survival of many women, men, boys and girls, who had been
bought and sold like cattle along the trade routes of the traffickers. To describe the
plight of these people would be so harrowing a book that it would be intolerable to
read. The stories are true which makes it much more unbearable. It is nevertheless
important to read one story to place our feet firmly on the ground, as we read this
report which concerns the plight of such people.
A true story of Tara in East Europe: She lived on the streets with her mother. She
had the same shoe-size as myself. I shared my shoes with her when she became
shoeless. We tried to get her to come to school but she had no books. We managed
to find the money for the books but her single mother prevented her from turning
up to get what was needed. She lost weight and dignity in her own appearence. She
stayed on the streets day after day. Then the mother found a derelict car tucked
away, not seen from the road. The Mother saw an opportunity. She forced her
beautfiul child, now only thirteen years old, to stay in the car at night. Many men
came, one man after another seeking this child for their own solace and traumatised
her time after time, up to ten men a night. One day a stranger noticed the bruises
on this child’s arms and the haggard look in her face and reported their suspicians.
The child was followed in to the night and there she was rescued, in the car, the men,
taken in their act of disgrace. The mother went to prison, the child is in care.
How many children on the borders, across Europe, are taken against their will every
day and used for many and varied criminal activities by the traffickers?
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The work of RENATE is present at every stage in combatting this criminal activity and
even before the crime has taken place. This is particularly in the work of prevention
in the most vulnerable parts of the countries across Eastern Europe. RENATE website
now renewed and launched this September, 2018, is a huge source for these stories,
data, information and resources for others working in the field.
New developments have also taken place for RENATE, after much careful work, in
the field of advocacy. This year, since August, RENATE is now a member partner with
a seat on the Council of Europe and the Conference of INGOs. We are honoured to
have achieved this massive success and to be able to raise our voices on this
prestigious platform for change and for justice. The members continue to raise their
voices all over Europe in 30 member countries, for campaigning and advocacy
against this crime. They advocate for change of law and for justice, both locally and
internationally.
Care of the members and professional development continues to be a priority. This
year we experienced magnificent and challenging training in Germany, for 40 of the
members, on Coping with Trauma. All of the resources received during these
trainings can be accessed by the membership, on the RENATE website. This year
RENATE responded to a felt need from the membership to explore the manner in
which their spirituality has been impacted from years of exposure to the pain and
suffering of those who have been trafficked. Eight members went on retreat, led by
an experienced Jesuit, to explore this inner reality. This experience was a truly
transformative one not only for the individual members but also collectively as a
group. The experience will now be offered each year for ten members of RENATE.
The following pages of this report will give the data , the stories, the statistics of the
reality of this year’s work. We hope it will be a challenging read for all and that it will
encourage a ready willingness on the part of all of our readers to join us in this
mission.

SIGNATURE:
Sr. Imelda Poole IBVM, President of RENATE
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2. THE NETWORK
RENATE is a European Network of Religious committed to working together against
human trafficking and exploitation. The members of RENATE belong to various
congregations, missionary societies and laity who are focused on this issue. The
members are working, alongside so many other organisations around the world, to
eradicate modern-day slavery. At present RENATE is represented in thirty European
countries. This number grows as new people from other European countries request
to become new members.
Concluding the present reporting period, October 2017 – September 2018 and
commencing the new financial year, RENATE enters its 10th year of existence.
Established in 2009 by a group of Religious representing several different
congregations working against human trafficking in Europe. The first mandate for
five years of action was given to the Network during the 1st General Assembly in
Trzebinia, Poland in 2011. Having completed its focus and early stage of Network
development, the 2nd General Assembly followed in 2016 in Rome, setting the
milestones for the next five years.

RENATE Across Europe
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The expertise and hands-on experience of the members allow the Network to
deepen the understanding of the phenomenon of human trafficking, and sadly, its
still high occurrence. This leads to an incessant learning process and improvement
of actions, which are often challenging. This succint report aims to present how the
goals and objectives of the Network were met by relevant performance, from
October 2017 until September 2018.
How big is the Network?





Membership comprising 215 persons
210 persons reside in Europe and 5 outside (Nigeria, USA, Vietnam, Zambia)
RENATE is present in 30 European countries
Top countries in terms of representatives: 38 (UK), 25 (Albania), 20 (Ireland), 18
(Italy)

How it works?
The RENATE Network is an umbrella organisation for its Membership. It has been
founded and registered in Den Bosch, the Netherlands. Its anti-trafficking mission is
carried out by individual members who reside in different European countries. They
can receive support and counsel from one another, as well as substantial aid for their
local projects or language training to improve communication skills (the official
language of the Network is English, not a mother tongue for many) and as a result,
better assist these in need. They can easily liaise with each other between various
locations when the human trafficking crime is recognised (origin, transit and
destination countries).
How it is structured?
There are three layers to the structure of RENATE: Membership, Working Board and
Core Group with President as the coordinator of the whole.
The Board is represented by one person from each member state where RENATE has
Membership. There are 26 countries included on the Working Board at present.
There is double representation in the case of the representative from Croatia who
also represents Bosnia & Herzegovina, and in the case of the Romanian
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representative who also represents Moldova. The Board meets once a year and if
necessary, further meetings can be arranged.
 The 26 European countries represented on the Working Board are: Albania,
Austria, Belgium, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Kosovo, Lithuania, Malta,
Moldova, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain,
Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom
 At present, 5 European countries are not represented on Board, these are:
Denmark, Latvia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Slovenia
[green colour indicates the country is represented by a person who already stands
for another country: The Croatian representative also represents Bosnia &
Herzegovina; The Romanian representative also represents Moldova]
[blue colour indicates the country is represented by a person from another country:
Belgium, Kosovo]
The Core Group comprises members of the Working Board who, at the annual
meeting, have expressed a wish to become part of the Core Group. It is composed
of not fewer than 6 or more than 8, of whom half are representatives from
East/Central Europe and half from Western Europe. It communicates monthly (or as
necessary) via digital (Skype) conference calls. The Core Group has a responsibility
to support the Working Board in its corporate governance. It manages the affairs of
the “Foundation” such that it is accountable to its members and donors.
The President plays an important role on the Core Group and at the Working Board
meetings. The President is responsible for approving the agenda of the Board’s
meetings, coordinating the meetings and providing leadership for the Board’s
actions to ensure that it complies with the principles of corporate good governance.
Growth in RENATE Membership 2009 – 2018
The early stages of the Network. When it was legalised under the Dutch law 2009 /
2010 (the process was long and initially involved contacts between Sr. Imelda in
Albania and Religious in the Netherlands), it was based on the voluntary
commitment of several persons who gave their names for the legal footing, very few
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names. This small group, involving also some lay (Ivonne van de Kar and her
colleague at that time), worked on the preparation of the first Assembly (September
2011, Trzebinia, Poland). All who met in Trzebinia, Poland, agreed on a mandate
which confirmed the 75 participants of this gathering as Membership of RENATE.
Their mandate obliged all to work on the future and extension of the Newtork,
including rules and regulations, such as an existing member can recommend a new
one, etc.
Simple growth by number of persons per year up until now:





2018 (to 12.10.2018): 24 new members joined
2017: 20 new members joined
2016: 44 new members joined
2015: 21 new members joined

This makes 85 during an almost 4 years period (2018 is not finished as yet).
Currently we have 216 members. 4 passed away and 3 left after GDPR was
introduced. So let's calculate the gap of new-comers during the early years 20122014:
216 - 85 (2015-2018) - 75 (initial stage 2011) = 56
56 + 4 (passed away) + 3 (went away) = 63 have joined in 2012, 2013 and 2014 all
together. An average new membership is calculated at 21 per year. The peak was
definitely 2016, the year of the second Assembly.
How Religious is it?
141 Religious & 74 Laity
Religious = 135 Sisters & 6 Priests
Laity = 59 Female + 15 Male
How many Congregations are present in the Network?
56 Female & 5 Male Congregations / Religious Institutes
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3. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The goal of RENATE is to respond, in the light of Gospel values, to the issue of
trafficking in human persons, working where possible against the root causes of this
phenomenon. The main goal of this reporting period was accomplished by
implementing the Plan of Action 2017 – 2018 (second year of 5-year Strategic Plan
for RENATE) as per the agenda which included:
3.1 Communication and Awareness Raising:
Development of communication and awareness-raising activities against HT and the
growing demand for this within all levels of society in Europe, using all forms of
modern technology and communications.
 Communication: Renewed Website launched September 2018; Facebook and
Twitter; new editions of the quarterly Newsletter and E-Bulletins.
 Building process of a new Website and its launch to meet the requirements of
the rapidly changing social media world and respond well to the rising needs of
communication.
 Strengthen European co-operation in assistance, provision and prevention.
 Proactive co-operation with media and other relevant actors in order to
influence public opinion.
 Campaigning: 18 October 2017, European Day against Human Trafficking; St.
Bakhita’s Day, 8 February 2018, the International Day of Prayer and Awareness
Against Human Trafficking; 30 July World Day Against Human Trafficking.
 Presentation of RENATE film as a very useful resource to raise awareness against
human trafficking (locally and internationally); New films produced against
Human Trafficking.
 Theological reflection as an integral part of communication & awareness-raising.
3.2 Networking:
Networking and sharing resources, skills, and knowledge. Research and
implementation actions against the growing demand for such abuse in the countries
of origin and destination.
 Cross cultural campaigns to extend membership of RENATE and to highlight and
educate towards the issues of anti-trafficking in all membership countries.
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National Anti-Trafficking groups of Religious share their experience.
Strengthen co-operation with anti-trafficking networks.
Study days on Migration in partnership with ANDANTE.
Participatory status with the Council of Europe and the Conference of INGOs.
Mapping Exercise in Child Trafficking.
Updating of RENATE on the latest evident forms of trafficking and the present
reality of this phenomena.
 The development of a campaign which is of European interest and which will
make an impact across Europe.
3.3 Capacity Building:
The membership, who are involved in prevention against trafficking with the most
marginalised and vulnerable people, aim to safe- guard and enhance social
protection of all their beneficiaries. This also includes care for the carers and its vital
component is professional training as well as English language training:
 RENATE Working Board Meeting in November 2017 – Malta.
 Training in Trafficking and Trauma: Care for the Victims and Preventive Care for
the Carers in May 2018 – Germany.
 Cross Cultural Experience for Capacity Building of members.
 Courses in English (and German) language for members.
 Emergency relief for local projects.
 Emergency fund for a break from work (crisis situation).
 Retreat for the Core Group in February 2018 – Greece.
 Firming up the details re. the next year of the strategic plan – to fulfil the
mandate of the 2nd General Assembly.
 Core Group Meeting in July 2018 – Romania.
The above is the subject of the review, referred to in the Outcomes chapter of this
brief report. The distinguished areas are often overlapping and we highlight here
only selected items. You are most welcome to see and read more on the RENATE
website: www.renate-europe.net which has a new dynamic look after its recent
launch on Sunday, 23rd September 2018.
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RENATE Training in Freising, Germany, Mach 2018
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4. OUTCOMES: LAST YEAR’S EVENTS AND ACTIONS
Timeline of events from October, 2017 until September, 2018:
DATE

EVENT

2 October 2017

Core Group conference call via skype

6 – 14 October 2017

President of RENATE in Anti-Trafficking Work in the UK

12 – 13 October 2017

ERSTE Foundation Course, Vienna, Austria

18 October 2017

European Day Against Human Trafficking – various activities

5 – 11 November 2017

Working Board Meeting of RENATE, Mosta, Malta

22 – 29 November 2017 President of RENATE in Anti-Trafficking Work in India
4 December 2017

Core Group conference call via skype

5 – 6 December 2017

EU Civil Society Platform Meeting, Brussels, Belgium

18 December 2017

Core Group conference call via skype

19 December 2017

Christmas Edition of RENATE Newsletter

8 January 2018

Core Group conference call via skype re new website design

30 January 2018

Core Group conference call via skype

8 February 2018

St. Bakhita’s Day, International Day of Prayer against Trafficking

16 February 2018

Consultation on Human Trafficking, Vatican

11 – 18 February 2018

Core Group Retreat & Meeting in Thessaloniki, Greece

7 March 2018

RENATE presents at UCESM’s 18th General Assembly, Romania

12 March 2018

Core Group conference call via skype

29 March 2018

Easter Edition of RENATE Newsletter

9 April 2018

Core Group conference call via skype

10 – 11 April 2018

MWL Training on Fund-raising in Tirana, Albania

17 April 2018

Symposium on Human Trafficking & Migrant Smuggling, Brussels,
BE

20 – 24 April 2018

ANDANTE Study Days on Migration, Strasbourg, FR

30 April – 4 May 2018

Training on Trafficking and Trauma, Freising, Germany

7 May 2018

Core Group conference call via skype

28 – 29 May 2018

EU Civil Society Platform Meeting, Brussels, BE

9 June 2018

President of RENATE receives MBE Award for services to combating
modern slavery (Member of the Order of the British Empire)
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11 June 2018

Core Group conference call via skype

29 June 2018

Holiday Edition of RENATE Newsletter

2 July 2018

Core Group conference call via skype

8 – 12 July 2018

Core Group Meeting in Bucharest, Romania

28 August 2018

RENATE Network has been granted participatory status with the
Council of Europe and the Conference of INGOs in Strasbourg, FR

17 September 2018

Core Group conference call via skype

23 September 2018

Launch of the RENATE new website

24 – 26 September 2018 MBE Events in Rome, Italy
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MBE Events in Rome, Italy

Seminars in Romania for 18 October

Attendance at EU Civil Society

UN Gift Box- Dublin, Ireland

WB Meeting Malta Nov 2017

HT Awareness-raising at Summer Festival

Vigil in Spainin honour of St. Bakhita
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External and Internal Communication: Website, Facebook, Twitter, E-Bulletin &
Newsletter, E-mail, Skype







Digital transformation: Old Website -> New Website
Facebook & Twitter regularly updated
6 E-Bulletins published
3 Newsletters issued
∞ (endless) number of E-mails with information to the Membership
11 Meetings of the Core Group and Staff via Skype

More Numbers






1 training for 30 members
1 retreat for the Core Group
1 new extension for the Network – Greece
25 new members joined over the last 12 months
Several courses, workshops and study days attended by Membership (ERSTE,
ANDANTE, Brussels)
 Several cross-cultral visits included in the regular meetings (Albania, Greece,
Malta, Romania)
 Participation in various conferences, symposia and platforms (e.g. EU Civil
Society Platform)
Working Board Meeting in Mosta, Malta
Thirty three participants from twenty European countries gathered in Malta for the
five-day meeting of the RENATE Working Board, 5-11 November 2017. Those
present included the following: RENATE President, Facilitator, Observer, 21 Board
Members, 5 Staff and 4 Guest Speakers. They met to learn & discuss the vital steps
for the Network’s future. Preparatory work for this task was elaborated by the Core
Group in January 2017 and presented as a 5-Year Strategic Plan. The second year of
this plan, 1-30 September 2018, was the focus of more detailed discussions. Board
Members met also to inform one another about their daily work, struggles and
successes. The exposure to the new cultural reality of Malta was very enriching. We
are grateful for the efforts of our host, Sr. Margaret Gonzi RGS, who arranged the
venue for the Workin Board meeting at the beautiful Mount St. Joseph Retreat
House in Mosta, a town in the northern region of Malta.
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The time in Malta was also an opportunity to learn about the role of the Church in
Malta, Maltese organisations and state agencies working in the field of antitrafficking and responding to the migration problem. All enjoyed a cultural day which
took place mid-week, on Wednesday. The Working Board was privileged to have the
possibility to be exposed to a new cultural reality and to share their expertise in this
cross-border opportunity.

Signing RENATE Safeguarding Policy documents

Core Group Retreat & Meeting in Thessaloniki, Greece
In light of the increasing numbers of migrants trafficked through new migratory
corridors along the Aegian sea, RENATE Core Group members visited Greece in early
February 2018, to meet with local NGOs. The meeting in Thessaloniki, was an
opportunity to explore ways forward in the work against human trafficking in this
region. Up until now, although there is an awareness of the Human Trafficking
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difficulties, there is really no work being done to address this issue in the area. This
was also the time for the 3-day retreat directed by Fr. Paul Pace, SJ from Malta. As a
team, the Core Group explored the manner in which their spirituality has been
impacted by the years of working in the field of human trafficking. This has been a
wonderful experience of prayer and rich sharing.
Training on Trafficking and Trauma: Care for Victims and Preventive Care for
Carers, Freising, Germany
Thirty RENATE members attended the RENATE annual training, which took place this
year at the Pallotti House Conference Centre, Freising, Germany from 30 April -4 May
2018. The topic was ‘’Trafficking and Trauma: Care for Victims and Preventive Care
for Carers”. It was tailored specifically for RENATE members who in their work, have
to address trauma and trauma-related issues.
Amongst the themes covered were: Psychotraumatology – short theoretical
background, features and symptomatology; Working with victims of sexual abuse –
a spiritual, practical approach; Burnout-signs and features, prevention, psychohygiene; Trauma-Therapy with victims of sexual exploitation in Germany; Spiritual
counselling with Victims of Trafficking in Nigeria.
Liturgy and reflections supported the work of each day and a visit to SOLWODI
Augsburg was one of the many highlights of an excellent week of training,
networking and the sharing of best practices.
Participatory status with the Council of Europe and the Conference of INGOs in
Strasbourg, FR
In the previous reporting period, RENATE strengthened co-operation with other
networks involved in anti-trafficking work. One of the outcomes of that time which
became part of the RENATE 5 -year strategic plan was membership of the Council of
Europe INGOs Conference. ANDANTE facilitated the first visit of RENATE to begin this
task and accomplish the goal of becoming a member of the Council of Europe INGOs
conference. Marie Hélène Halligon, OLCGS, represented RENATE at this CoE event
and confirmed it was an exceptional opportunity for RENATE to continue this difficult
task of applying for membership. Marie Hélène led this process in liaison with Sr.
Imelda Poole IBVM and RENATE’s application was submitted by the end of February
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2018. By mid-July the good news arrived and in August 2018, RENATE was confirmed
officially as a member. RENATE has been granted participatory status with the
Council of Europe as of 28 August, 2018. This is a new dimension for the Network
and its mission.
Launch of the RENATE new website
Nowadays, the online experience is all about making it as personal to the user as
possible, which leads to greater engagement and action. When you find something
on the net, you want to connect in the right language. This made the Working Board
decide on an updated digital transformation. The original RENATE website was
approaching its fifth year of dynamic functioning. This past year was a good time to
review the website’s strong and weak points in order to plan for better internet
visibilty and personalisation. Following the plan presented and discussed at the
Board Meeting in Malta (November 2017), work on the new website design was
started and was successfully completed by 23rd September when it was launched.
Further tweaking and tuning continues follows. There are new features such as a
House of Prayer and On-line Library. The website continues to be a platform of
communication for the Membership as well as the wider public. This is possible
thanks to a positive response not only from Network members who deliver
information from their countries, but also as a result of the external interest of other
actors (e.g. journalists representing newspapers, magazines, radio, tv), who were
keen to share their texts, interviews and videos with RENATE. This helps to keep the
information updated on a regular basis and offers news European-wide, regarding
projects and activities carried out by the members. The external interest also allows
for the inclusion of worldwide news and videos.
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Mapping on Child Trafficking
Having successfully finalised the first mapping exercise of the work against
trafficking across Europe, led by Patricia Mulhall, CSB, RENATE planned a second
edition of the mapping exercise, this time focused on trafficking in children. The
leader of this intiative is Anne Kelleher, RENATE Communications Person, working
with a dynamic and active team across Europe. The academic head is Rev Dr Carrie
Pemberton Ford from Cambridge University who worked on the overall research of
child trafficking in Europe today and the findings from the seven countries together
with her students. The official launch of this document will be at the coming Board
Meeting of the Network in Lviv, Ukraine (November 2018).
RENATE’s Support to Membership and Anti-Trafficking Projects
RENATE’s support during the last 12 months, from October 2017 until end of
September 2018:
 3 individual members from Albania, Bulgaria and Austria availed of language
courses necessary for their work (English and German), 2190 EUR in total.
 3 local projects: in Albania and Ukraine (2 separate projects), 2000 EUR each.
These secured short respite care for workers (training and supervision),
preventive work with women and retreat camp for staff.
 4 emergency* projects: in Albania (2 separate projects), Greece and Poland to
provide direct services to the survivors of human trafficking or persons at risk of
being trafficked, 10,700 EUR in total (*these emergency projects were financed
by the ARISE Foundation).
Total: 18,890 EUR

22

5. AWARDS AND HONOURS
 Mission From Below – Growing a Kingdom Community,
by Dr. Janet Hodgson and Stephen Conway (foreword),
about two servant leaders, (Loreto Sisters, Imelda Poole
IBVM, RENATE President and Philippa Green IBVM ) and
the way in which they transformed the lives of those
living in one of the most socially deprived communities
in the North East of England. Published on 15 January
2018.
 RENATE Member, Ms. Natalja
Kurcinskja, Director of the Missing
Person’s Families support Centre in
Vilnius, Lithuania, was presented
with the Courageous Woman Award
for dedication to the subject of
missing children. On 14 March 2018,
Ms. Anne Hall, US Ambassador to
Lithuania, presented the award and
congratulated Natalja for her exemplary courage and tirelessness in continuing
to bring the spotlight on the plight of missing children in Lithuania and the impact
on the families of those who are reported missing.
 ‘Ivan’ – Winner of Unchosen’s Best
International Film on Modern
Slavery – announced 15 March,
2018. Directed by Jan Husar, this
documentary
records
the
testimony of Ivan, a client of Caritas
Slovakia as a result of being a victim
of human trafficking. Sadly, Ivan
passed away on the eve of the Feast of St. Bakhita, two years ago.
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 On 9 June 2018, Imelda Poole,
IBVM, President of RENATE,
was made a Member of the
Order of the British Empire
(MBE) in Queen Elizabeth’s
Birthday Honours list 2018, for
her achievements and services
to end Modern Slavery. On
learning of her award, Sister
Imelda said: ‘’This is an honour
which I accept on behalf of the Female Religious and co-workers who are
contributing, through the mission of many international networks such as
RENATE, to combating modern day slavery and on behalf of the dedicated staff
of Mary Ward Loreto in Albania who are passionate in this same cause. May this
award expose even further the terrible crime of human trafficking which, as Pope
Francis has declared, is a crime against humanity itself.”

6. CONCLUSION
RENATE is an organization formally established in 2009 by Catholic sisters from
several different religious institutes (congregations) to put an end to the trafficking
of human beings. Human trafficking is a complex social challenge that, as UN
Secretary General António Guterres recently noted, “takes many forms and knows
no borders,” thus, it will take a special kind of adaptable, network-oriented
organization to combat it effectively. RENATE is an organization that can serve as a
model for addressing what Pope Francis has called a “shameful crime” that we must
“denounce...as a crime against humanity.” With 215 members from 139 anti-human
trafficking networks across Europe, Africa, and North America, the potential for
influence and impact is enormous. It has this potential in large part because of its
capacity to leverage the special talents that Catholic sisters in person bring to the
table.
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Indications of Impact and Scalability:
 RENATE impacts the lives of over 200,000 people annually. In just nine years
since its inception in 2009, RENATE has touched the lives of over one million
people across its network. This includes over 10,000 people who have been
recovered and reintegrated into society.
 The rapid growth of RENATE since inception indicates the effectiveness and
attractiveness of the organization. Originally present in four countries, RENATE
is now present in 30. In the 3-tier organization of countries according to the
Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report (2018), RENATE is present in 38% of Tier 1
Countries, and 15% of Tier 2 and Tier 2 Watchlist countries. With the
collaboration and exchange of best practices across borders and between tiers,
comes true progress and improvement on combating human trafficking at
systemic and legislative levels.
 Since 2009, RENATE has grown from a network of 23 members to its current
membership of 216. Twenty-one of the 23 original members were Catholic
sisters; two were lay women. Today multiple members of 61 religious institutes
(56 female and 5 male) call themselves members of RENATE. Thus, not only has
participation among Catholic sisters almost tripled; the involvement of lay
organizations has increased more than 200 fold. Furthermore, the men have
joined the fray! This indicates the broad-based appeal of RENATE not only among
sisters but also among the Church at large and its lay people. Sisters provide the
leadership and others flock to them, hungry for association with them, secure in
the knowledge that together they make a difference.
 With a recently secured seat on the Council of Europe, RENATE has increased its
public profile and capacity to influence policy significantly.
Collecting good data that can provide clear evidence of impact is one of the ongoing
challenges of human development work; in the field of human trafficking this
challenge is especially daunting. Nevertheless, RENATE is committed to collecting
the best possible data available in order to identify best practices and to be more
effective in its policy advocacy. The systems for data gathering and analysis are
stronger in some countries than others.
As we move into the new reporting year, we look forward with hope as we prepare
for the ongoing work of the Foundation throughout 2019.
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The activities over three years will include: 3 Working Board meetings in Ukraine, UK
and Slovenia; Development of social media and communications online so that we
use modern technology for awareness raising, resources for all in the field and better
communication; web development to include new widgets as needed for updating
the possible resources online, ebulletins and newsletters; Presence and
presentations at international conferences; Capacity building for members; Crossborder field work; Cross- border referrals, rescue and reintegration of the trafficked;
A symposium in Brussels and Strasbourg for Anti-trafficking network and
communication; A hoped-for side event at the next Council of Europe meeting in
Strasbourg, in partnership with ANDANTE, to raise the issues of human trafficking at
the Council itself; Strengthening of the membership in local situations, i.e. Estonia,
Switzerland and 4 other countries; At least 3,000 promotional materials produced
and distributed to inform the public and raise awareness; Holding of campaigns each
year on 18 October, 8 February and 30 July; Attendance at meetings at the Council
of Europe and EU Civil society platform against human trafficking; presence at the
World Youth Day in Panama; Collection and support in the making of national antitrafficking films; Care of members; delivery of training programmes; delivery of
retreat for 10 x 3 members re anti trafficking spirituality; Team building programmes;
provision of emergency funding; support for the learning of relevant languages for
cross-border work with the trafficked; Core group and Board meetings; fundraising
money to become sustainable into the future; Extend the online library and
resources for this; Extend the use of the house of prayer online; Developing an
effective working data- base for advocacy and campaigning of all the results and
findings in the direct-action and advocacy work; Hold an Anti-Trafficking Film Festival
in Vienna in 2020; Contribute to panel discussions from RENATE, Porticus, UN Centre
for Human anti-trafficking and the Church and institutions; Updating our
collaboration with the UN and the implementation of the SDGs culminating in the 3 rd
Assembly in Geneva to highlight this growing partnership and collaboration; Hold a
photographic exhibition of the work and history of RENATE. Provide 3 Training weeks
for 40 members each year in different parts of Europe where the members will also
be exposed to other trafficking realities; Fund raising for 3rd Assembly of RENATE in
Geneva in 2022; Core group to meet in Geneva to prepare for the 3rd assembly in
Geneva; Energising the membership through trainings, spiritual development and
support for those working at grass roots.
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The action in the field is building capacity, extending the work of advocacy and
campaigning, empowering and resourcing those at grass roots to cope in emergency
situations and with cross border cultural reality. Planning the action and reflecting
on the experiences together will ultimately make for better decision making in the
field.
RENATE is coming to grips with the complex and multi-sectoral global crime of
trafficking in persons, and collaborates, cooperates, and coordinates approaches
and responses to combating human trafficking across borders. RENATE has the
capacity to forge links and build bridges with agencies ranging from family
foundations, community action groups, survivors, law enforcement, local
authorities, journalists, educational institutions, policy makers, government
departments, grassroots volunteers, and world-wide institutions such as the UN.
RENATE’s capacity initiates and sustains multi-functional alliances through the sheer
reach and capacity of its membership and offers a tenable roadmap to guide
communities in building stronger networks that better serve the very people who
need us to work together- victims of modern slavery.
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