
 

RENATE 2nd  Assembly 

Religious in Europe Networking 
Against Trafficking and Exploitation 
(RENATE) is pleased to announce 
that  140 members will be gathering 
in Rome for their 2nd Assembly 
from November 6th - 12th. We invite 
you to follow us on social media 
throughout this time.  
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Welcome from Imelda Poole, IBVM, President, 
RENATE.  

  It is now only one month before we 

gather in Rome for the 2
nd

 Assembly of 

RENATE. Globally those of us working 

against human trafficking are question-

ing who or what can make a difference.  

Through which routes are the traffickers 

plying their trade in the sale of human 

persons? Why is this crime increasing 

and who is really getting rich on the 

back of this atrocity?  At what high lev-

els of society are the criminals perform-

ing their trade in countries all over the world?  Is the dark net 

the place where most of this major crime is being committed?  

We struggle to find the real truth, we desire to free the slave 

and to protect the victim and the vulnerable. Are the police 

and law makers really working hard enough to tackle this 

crime in countries across the world? 

At the upcoming assembly RENATE hopes to face these im-
portant questions and to discern the way forward for the fu-
ture mandate.  We will be theologically reflecting each day on 
the manner in which God is speaking to us through the voic-
es raised at the assembly. This will be heard through reflec-
tion on the inputs, the discussions on the issues arising, the 
workshops and the markets which will share the action 
against human trafficking in many European countries.   

Gradually a picture will emerge which will direct our path into 
the future.  We will keep our readers in touch in our next 
newsletter as to the outcome of this Assembly.   

Meantime we ask you to join us in prayer and support as we 
finalise our plans for this great event. 

            Imelda. 
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“Trafficking within and from Africa”  

Abuja, Nigeria, 5-7 September, 2016. 

RENATE  attendance at Conference ‘’Human Trafficking of 
children, trafficking in a time of crisis, trafficking for labour 
and sexual exploitation and trafficking in the maritime indus-
try were amongst the themes covered during the three day 
conference organized by Caritas Internationalis and hosted 
by Caritas Nigeria. 
 
150 delegates working in various ways to prevent human 
trafficking and support those who have fallen victim to hu-
man trafficking met with a view to: 
Raising awareness about trafficking among people with-
in and from Africa, with a special focus on the trafficking of 
children, trafficking for labour and sexual exploitation, traf-
ficking in crisis situations and trafficking in the maritime in-
dustry.  
Connecting various stakeholders and strengthen coop-
eration between countries of origin, transit and destination, 
in order to explore collaborative strategies that can be used 
to prevent human trafficking in Africa.  
Promoting common Church actions together with other 
faith-based organisations that stand by victims to combat 
trafficking and slavery.  
Contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDG’s) through actions aimed at combat-
ing trafficking and slavery.  

Full Report available at www.renate-europe.net  

‘’FASHION AND /  
AS SLAVERY.’’  

 
The STOP Human Trafficking 
team working at Caritas Slovakia, 
organised a unique Fashion 
Show which was held on the 21

st
 

August, in the gardens of Caritas 
Slovakia, with the intention of 
drawing attention to enslaved 
people working in the fashion  
industry worldwide. 
 
The event combined people’s en-
joyment of shopping together with 
discussions on themes such as 
‘The background of the fashion 
industry,’  ‘Modern Slavery,’ and 
‘Material Donations to Caritas’’ - 
how these are linked to good  
purpose. 
 

Full report on the event is availa-
ble at www.renate-europe.net 
Pictures of the event are availa-
ble at  https://www.facebook.com/
Stop-obchodovaniu-s-%C4%
BEu%C4%8Fmi-ako-sa-nesta%
C5%A5-novodob%C3%BDm-
otrokom-133852410102881/
photos/?
tab=album&album_id=65815070
1006380  
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Sr Adina Balan, CJ, 
RENATE, reflects 
on attending World 
Youth Day, Kra-
kow, Poland 2016. 
The theme of the 31st 
World Youth Day, Kra-
kow 2016:  “Blessed 
are the merciful, for 
they shall obtain 
mercy” (Mt 5:7). 
This was my first time 
at WYD. I hadn’t 
known what to expect. 
I was so happy to 
meet people from all 
over the world and to 
share with them some 
information on the 
work of RENATE and 
human trafficking.  
My only expectation 
was to find the English 
or German speaking 
groups. News reports 
had predicted that 
there would be around 
2 million attending the 
events. Still I could not 
imagine what such a 
crowd would be like.  
I quickly found out! 
The scene looked un-
real as I travelled by 
train and car from the 
airport to my accom-
modation.  
Read more on  
RENATE Web 
www.renate-
europe.net 

U N Gift Box Campaign in Albania—Launch—30 July 

The Deputy Minister of Inter-

nal Affairs and National Co-

ordinator for Combating Traf-

ficking in Persons, Elona 

Gjebrea, launched the UN 

GiftBox Campaign in Dures, 

Albania. 

The campaign was organised by the URAT network, Albania 

in collaboration with the Albanian Ministry of the Interior and 

STOP THE TRAFFIK, UK. The participants signed a symbol-

ic statement “Say No to Trafficking”. 

In welcoming the campaign, Ms. Gjebrea urged all citizens to 

call the national Helpline for assistance, or to make a report 

in the Raporto! Shpeto which can be downloaded from 

Google Play.   

The GiftBox will be on display in Durrës, Shkodra, Saranda  

and will conclude in Tirana on 22 October.        

 Full report at www.renate-europe.net 
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    To mark UN World 

Day against Traffick-

ing in Persons, the 

Spanish Conference of 

Religious, comprising 

Cáritas Española, Con-

fer, Amaranta- Funda-

ción de Solidaridad,  

Justicia y Paz and the Fundación Cruz Blanca, issued a state-

ment denouncing political situations that increase the risk of 

the vulnerable to falling into the hands of traffickers, 

Full statement is available on web under ‘’Noticias” 

www.confer.es  In Albania, URAT in conjunction with MWL 

officially launched the UN GiftBox Campaign on the 30th July. 

More at www.renate-europe.net 

http://www.confer.es
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Ending Slavery is every-

one’s work. 

In examining what seems 

to make the difference for 

organisations and individ-

uals who persevere in 

their efforts to work to-

wards the eradication of 

human trafficking, Anne 

Victory, HM, finds that 

collaboration is key to 

success.  ‘’Collaborating 

is really a process, a jour-

ney, and certainly a chal-

lenge,’’ according to Vic-

tory. Full  text of her arti-

cle can be found at http://

www.sistersagainsttraffick

ing.org/2016/08/01/august

-monthly-reflection/ 

 

Efforts against human trafficking gain prominence in both 

the UK and the US summer 2016. 

RENATE looks forward to the possibilities for progressing the work 

against human trafficking, as efforts against human trafficking gain 

prominence in both the United Kingdom and the United States.     

On the 30th July, the newly appointed UK Prime Minister, Theresa 

May, committed her government to lead international efforts to defeat 

modern slavery, stating "These crimes must be stopped and the vic-

tims of modern slavery must go free. This is the great human rights is-

sue of our time, and as Prime Minister I am determined that we will 

make it a national and international mission to rid our world of this bar-

baric evil.’’ Full statement can be found at  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/

news/2016/07/30/we-will-lead-the-way-in-defeating-modern-slavery/?

mc_cid=240d07b7fe&mc_eid=ecb1c69a5c In the US, Democratic 

Presidential candidate, Hilary Clinton, published her own anti-slavery 

strategy entitled, "Here's How I Intend to End Slavery," available at 

https://medium.com/hillary-for-america/here-s-how-i-plan-to-end-

modern-slavery-67ca2d07a0d 
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Sea Farers Day Saturday 25th June 2016– honoured 

by the Medaille Trust.  

International Seafarers 

Day is an official United 

Nations international ob-

servance day organised 

by the International Mari-

time Organisation. The 

official campaign tagline this year was #AtSeaForAll.  The 

campaign for Sea Farers Day was put together by The 

Medaille Trust, Apostleship of the Sea, the Police and the 

Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner under the 

Modern Slavery Partnership for Hampshire and the Isle of 

Wight (MSP).  

Full report available at www.renate-eureope.net  

OSCE include RENATE members at 

Symposium on Human Trafficking in 

the Balkans.  

The complexity of human mobility in the Western-

Balkans was central to the workshop, targeting 

policy-makers, criminal justice  and migration prac-

titioners and other relevant stakeholders from the 

public and private sectors working in the areas of 

prevention, prosecution and assistance to traffick-

ing-in-persons victims, migrants and refugees.  

Www.renate-europe.net for more information. 
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