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Report of RENATE attendance at the ANDANTE General Assembly,  

14th-17th April, 2016, “Sharing Life- Working Together- Building Strength’’ 

ANDANTE (European Alliance of Catholic Women’s Organisations) is an umbrella organisation 

supporting member organisations to be powerful and credible players defending women´s rights 

as human rights. Additionally, ANDANTE links Catholic women´s organisations with sources of 

knowledge and information and offers a platform for reflection and exchange.  

Fifty five members from 19 organisations and 13 countries gathered at the Conference Centre 

High Leigh in Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, to attend the ANDANTE General Assembly with the 

theme “Sharing Life – Working Together – Building Strength.” The focus was on the future of 

Andante, its vision, challenges and possibilities.  

The General Assembly consisted of two parts: (i) Study Days and (ii) Statutory Assembly, 

followed by a social event arranged for each evening.  

 

(i) THE STUDY-DAYS 

 

The focus of the Study-Days was the Strategic Plan and ANDANTE’s vision for the future. 

Goals of the Study days were to engage in a dialogue regarding challenges (loss of members due 

to changed situation of women or growing secularisation in European countries) and 

opportunities for the growth of Catholic (Christian) women’s organisations in Europe today in 

civil society and politics as well as within ecclesiastical structures and vis-á-vis church hierarchy. 

The objectives were to establish common grounds; strengthen networks and encourage continued 

work in each organisation.  

The Programme consisted of three sessions.  

Session I  

Women, Church and Change – Past Learning; Present Challenges; Future Calling  

This was addressed by Ms Julie Clague, Lecturer at Theology and Religious Studies and 

Associate Academic Institute of Health and Wellbeing, University of Glasgow. She shared her 

views on the situation of European Catholic/Christian women and their organisations in today´s 

ecclesiastical structures and theological discourse, connected with the life situations of women 

today. Julie addressed some points from the Family Synod of Bishops and from the recent 

document of Pope Francis Amoris Laeticia – The Joy of Love. She highlighted problems 

regarding women (enslavement, lack of equal access to roles of decision-makers), inclusion of 

lay people in the Church and the limitations to creating a strong advocacy for change and 

http://www.andante-europa.net/index.php/en/
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transformation within the Church. Reference to Pope Francis as an inspiring witness and one of 

the most influential world leaders, brought the theme of compassion and mercy into focus and 

calls for the transformation of the Church and society. It was agreed we should join forces with 

Pope Francis and hope and pray for that transformation.  

By means of discussions and reports, opinions, experiences and positions were shared from the 

perspective of one’s own work and country. Discussions centred on the situation of the Catholic 

Church in member countries, identity as European Catholic women, as citizens of Europe and 

members of the Church (experiences, contexts, challenges, activities) indentifying one thing to 

change in the Catholic Church in Europe; and the possible roles Andante can play in the 

functioning and activities in institutions such as the Council of Europe as well as Roman 

Catholic Church.  

Session II 

Strategic Plan 2016-2020 

The Strategic Plan 2016-2020 was presented, followed by a ‘World Café’ Discussion. The 

Strategic Plan provided ANDANTE’s background and its main principles such as vision, mission 

and values. Gaby Belz, a consultant in organisational development, led the ‘World Café’ 

discussions on the Strategic Plan 2016-2020 possible ways to implement the proposed 

recommendations were explored. Priorities for ANDANTE, included:  

Migration 

Modern slavery 

Poverty 

Violence against women 

Women in the Church 

Women in Eastern Europe 

Work-life balance 

Young women 

Bioethics 

Care-work 

Communication (internal/external) 

Dealing with diversity and difference 
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Development and formation for Christian life 

Education/media 

Leadership for women. 

Session III   

‘Our position? – Dare to go!’ 

Simone Curau-Aepli, shared her experiences as a female politician in a Christian party. She is 

board member and President-designate of Schweizerisher Katholischer Frauenbund, the 

German-speaking, Swiss member organisation of ANDANTE; President of the board of her 

family´s enterprise: board member of the Catholic People´s Party of Switzerland and member of 

the Federal Women´s Commission. She spoke about Christian values and Catholic Social 

Teaching in a world characterised by restlessness, disruption, nationalism, uncertainties and 

social tensions. In her paper entitled ‘Our position? – Dare to go!’ Simone described some 

actions and campaigns that take place in Switzerland, as she addressed the political participation 

of women and the importance of supporting members who can be politically engaged. Later, the 

topic of political engagement of women, their roles and influence was discussed.  

 

(ii) THE STATUTORY ASSEMBLY- 16
th

 – 17
th

 April, 2016 

 

Part I of the Statutory Assembly 

1. Dr. Mary McHugh, Chairperson of ANDANTE welcomed the delegates.  

The business consisted of 

2. Establishment of the quorum and election of tellers: 16 organisations were eligible to 

vote and two tellers were elected from amongst the observers. 

3. Presentation and ratification of new member organisations: Three new member 

organisations Asociata Crestina Andragosica e Femeilor (Romania); Mary Ward 

Loreto (Albania) and RENATE (Europe) applied for membership and each presented 

themselves. I was privileged to present RENATE and spoke about its establishment; 

country members, motto, mission and vision, main goal, objectives and activities and way 

of inform more about it. Each applicant’s presentation was followed by the vote for 

membership, with all three applicable organisations, including RENATE, ratified as new 

members of Andante. 

4. Establishment of the new quorum: With the three new members there were then 19 

organisations eligible to vote. 

5. Adoption of the Agenda: Adopted. 



4 

 

6. Ratification of the Minutes of the last Statutory Assembly in Bratislava, April 2013: 

Ratified. 

7. Presentation of the candidates standing for election to the Coordinating Committee 

of Andante (the CoCoA): Delegates of the CoCoA: Mary McHugh, Vroni Peterhans-

Suter, Inese Augskalne, Gisela Hoeve, Joanne Seldenrath, Sabine Slawik presented 

themselves and explained their reasons for standing as candidates to the Board. 

8. Adoption of the Activities Report 2013-2016: Mary McHugh read the entire report 

from the last General Assembly, which reported on ANDANTE’s internal and external 

activities. Poverty, Bioethics and Human Trafficking were amongst the priority areas in 

2013-2016, arising from which ANDANTE invited RENATE to join and also 

nominated RENATE for the Council of Europe Vaclav Havel Prize in Human Rights. 

While RENATE were not awarded the prize, the process of nomination made RENATE’s 

work more visible to many other organisations. The spring 2014 issue of the ANDANTE 

magazine, was devoted to the subject of Human Trafficking. Currently, RENATE have 

offered to help organise a Summer School on the subject of Human Trafficking, which 

might be achievable in the next two years. The Report was adopted.  

Finance: The Financial report 2013/2015 and Auditor´s Report was presented by Gisela 

Hoeve and both were adopted. Membership fees were set at 50 EUR for organisations 

with less than 100 members and 100 EUR for organisations with more than 100 

members.  

 

9. Election of the Coordinating Committee: All 6 presented candidates were elected. 

 

 

PART II 

 

This included Plans and activities for the next period: Some corrections were made to 

the Proposed Strategic Plan 2016-2020. The following priorities for the next period 

were passed:  

 

Migration 

Modern slavery 

Women in the Church 

Poverty 

Dealing with diversity and difference 

Education/media.   
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● As the Assembly concluded, the delegates were invited to contribute to ANDANTE’s 

statement on the current migration crisis. The statement was then released on the 17
th

 

April 2016 after General Assembly and can be accessed on  

                    http://andante-europa.net/images/Andante_Refugee_Statement.pdf. 

● Additional information on the Andante General Assembly can be read in the latest 

edition of their Newsletter on:  

            http://andante-europa.net/images/nwslttr_E_20160514.pdf. 

 

Memories I brought back home. 

It is expected that we would exchange and develop ideas for strategic planning within our 

own organisations on return to our home countries.  

The ANDANTE ‘Common Prayer’ which was prayed throughout the conference in 9 

different languages (for this occasion I prepared a Croatian translation of the Prayer). In the 

Prayer it is stated that, We came in the rhythm ANDANTE, proud in what we have achieved and 

we dared to walk new paths and worked whole-heartedly for a more humane world. We came 

with the joy in what we have experienced: smiles of the children, the gladness of the old as we 

visit them, the gratitude of the refugees as we show them our concern. We came with gratitude 

for being supported and encouraged. We bring our pain from what we suffer. We bring our 

dreams of what we hope for. And we are thankful to God because of his trust, which 

accompanies us, for his goodness and for his blessing!  

It is hoped to maintain this rhythm in our lives, enriched by the experiences of being a 

part of this gathering, searching for beauty and harmony in the diversity.  

 Rev Dr. Joseph O´Hanlon, retired professor of Biblical Studies from Nottingham, had a 

special impact on all of us through his homilies at daily Mass and also his interventions and 

corrections. He encouraged us to make greater use of our ‘women power’ in the world, society 

and Church, drawing from the examples in the Gospel women, like the witnesses to Christ’s 

resurrection, Mary Magdalene and other brave and significant women. 

At the General Assembly, attention was given to every detail. Each session began with 

some simple and meaningful symbols such as footsteps, cookies with the messages, plant as a 

gift, hearts, musical notes, and ladybugs, plus lots of green and orange, the colours of 

ANDANTE. Green is a symbol of hope, new life, spring, tolerance and satisfaction which 

harmonises and calms. Orange is the colour of vitality and activity, of optimism, joy and 

creativity, sociability, cosiness and warmth and it signifies health and strength. I will confirm the 

http://andante-europa.net/images/Andante_Refugee_Statement.pdf
http://andante-europa.net/images/nwslttr_E_20160514.pdf
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whole atmosphere in those colours and add the fact that I felt blessed, to be happy and to be 

thankful to Sr. Imelda Poole, the President of RENATE, who proposed to me to participate in the 

Assembly. 

Before coming to London, Ms Ivana Marić, PhD, my professor, proposed to me to write a 

Questionnaire about civil society organisations in Europe, their inclusion in combating human 

trafficking and invite ANDANTE member organisations to complete it. The results of this 

questionnaire would be included in the final thesis at postgraduate studies in social policy at the 

Faculty of Law of the University of Zagreb which I attend. Almost every organisation completed 

it - an excellent example of cooperation, for which I am grateful. 

It was especially opportune to be at the centre in High Leigh at this time, as I ran into 

RENATE member, Sr. Marie Power who happened to be at the centre, attending a meeting of the 

Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) with some of my Croatian friends, also members of JRS. We had 

the opportunity to chat and exchange thoughts during the intervals.   

By happy coincidence, I also had the opportunity to speak to a second RENATE member, 

Mrs. Bernice Anderson, of the Medaille Trust who was at the centre with women whom the 

Trust supports.  

I also spent a day with my sisters, at their house, exchanging some spiritual and life 

experiences. We remembered all those in need and whom we serve, in our prayers together.    

Occasions like this always remind me of the initial steps taken when walking new paths. 

It is a time to reflect upon ones actions and how much one can give of one’s life to sharing God’s 

gracious mercy.  

Since returning home, I was a guest at the Croatian Catholic Radio Station, interviewed 

for a programme entitled The Family Today where I had opportunity to speak about issues of 

modern slavery, contributions of RENATE and ANDANTE. Tune in to 

http://www.hkr.hr/?sec=6&tid=17 where you can hear the full broadcast (Archive: Obitelj danas, 

22 April 2016). 

As a member of RENATE I am very thankful for being a part of a Network and Alliance 

which is both helpful and supportive of me and other young members.  

 

THE SOCIAL EVENTS 

 

The first Social event took place on Thursday evening, on the 14
th

 of April, as Dr. Mary 

McHugh, Chairperson of ANDANTE, welcomed everyone present. Mary introduced the General 

http://www.hkr.hr/?sec=6&tid=17
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Assembly Coordinating Committee (CoCoA) and then, using Storytelling, gave an overview of 

ANDANTE’s history and various events organised over the years.  

Others used stories to speak about their own particular organisation with logo, country flag, 

recalling experiences. Every intervention was recorded and then placed on a ‘rope’ set out on the 

ground of the main Hall. On the rope, RENATE featured in 2014, when we applied for 

membership and I included our logo, map of member countries, Croatian flag and Croatian 

translation of Andante Common prayer.  

The full History of Andante is available on the ANDANTE website. 

http://andante-europa.net/images/Brochure_10_years_andante_English.pdf. 

There was also a ‘market place’ with brochures and other items about each organisation. In the 

case of RENATE, we presented the report on the Mapping Europe exercise, logo, map of 

member countries, leaflets, E-Bulletins and E-Newsletters. It was a very valuable way to learn 

about, and from, each other.  

The second Social event took place on Friday evening, on the 15
th

 of April as a British 

Cultural Evening. A music ensemble Take a Biscuit played folk dances, such as a square dance, 

several circle dances and waltzes. An excellent dance teacher taught us a few steps, which was 

such fun. Nobody cared whether we were right or wrong, we simply enjoyed being in high spirits 

together! 

The third and final Social event was organised for Saturday evening, the 16
th

 of April as a 

Celebration of the tenth anniversary of Andante. A Jubilee Reception and Celebration Dinner 

were prepared with lots of details and symbols of Andante. As part of the Jubilee Celebrations, 

many ANDANTE women displayed their many talents and we had an opportunity to see some 

performances, dances, as well as learning some new songs. In the simplicity, spontaneity and 

feminine ingenuity, the evening was remarkably cheerful.  

 

Sr. Stanka Oršolić, DSNG 

 

 

 

Adapted by Anne Kelleher, RENATE Communications Person 

http://andante-europa.net/images/Brochure_10_years_andante_English.pdf

