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Foreword

Dear Confreres,

“A terrible Scourge” – this is how the last general chapter called
the phenomenon now known as Human Trafficking. Indeed,
resolution 2.2. of the XVI General Chapter of 2006 reads as
follows:

That the XVI General Chapter empower the generalate
coordinator for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC),
along with VIVAT International, to devise a means to collect
information and educate the members about human trafficking
and seek ways to collaborate with others to rid the world of this
terrible scourge.

This issue of In Dialogue with the Word is part of the effort of
implementing this resolution of the last general chapter. Its title,
“Human Trafficking: Present-Day Slavery”, is meant to echo the
words the capitulars used for this phenomenon, “a terrible
scourge”. The booklet puts together important information about
human trafficking in the world today within the “See-Judge-
Act” framework. Thus, Part-I (“See”) contains hard sociological
facts, as well as heart-rending stories, which illustrate the utter
inhumanity of this phenomenon. Part-II (“Judge”) undertakes a
reflection on human trafficking from the point of view of Biblical
thinking and the teaching of the Church. And Part-III (“Act”)
presents a number of suggestions about what we can do towards
ridding the world of “this terrible scourge”. Particularly useful
are the samples of prayer services, as well as the suggested
resources on further information about human trafficking.

I would like to thank Fr. Milan Bubák, our Coordinator for
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) at the generalate
for preparing the basic text of this booklet. He consulted with
the executive team of VIVAT International in New York, as well
as some JPIC provincial/regional coordinators, and obtained
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valuable help from the JPIC Commission of the USG-UISG
(Union of Superiors General) in Rome. The basic text went
through several revisions over a number of meetings of the
generalate and the general council. The final text was approved
by the general council on 02 February 2010. Along with Fr. Bubák,
I wish to sincerely thank all those who helped, in one way or
another, in the production of this booklet. It is my hope that the
collaboration that went into the production of this booklet will
inspire further collaboration in, as the last general chapter put
it, educating our members about this phenomenon and
eventually ridding our world of this terrible scourge.

I take this opportunity to also thank the many confreres who
work against human trafficking in various ways, either directly
(by ministering to trafficked children or prostituted women) or
indirectly (by being involved in the effort to reduce or eradicate
poverty, which is the root cause of this phenomenon). The
enormity of the problem of human trafficking can daunt us,
paralyzing us into non-action. We need to downsize this global
phenomenon by concentrating on one or the other manageable
aspect. For even just one person rescued from trafficking or
liberated from this present-day slavery is already a victory.
Persistent commitment to the struggle against this evil will
rescue five or ten more lives, and embolden more and more
people of good will to hope that the world will one day be rid of
“this terrible scourge.” May this booklet help in strengthening
that commitment and nourishing that hope.

Fraternally in the Divine Word,

Antonio M. Pernia, SVD
Superior General
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Introduction
Most people today believe that slavery was eliminated long ago.
Unfortunately, that’s not true. There are more than 27 million
slaves in the world today – more than at the height of the
transatlantic slave trade! Modern slavery takes many ugly forms:
whole families falling into debt because of medical bills and
reduced to working in a brickyard until death; young girls
working in brothels; children being forced to roll cigarettes all
day long.

We may wonder how people become slaves today. Many imagine
that it starts with a dramatic kidnapping, but that is rarely the
case. Usually it has to do with money – or rather the lack of it.
Sometimes a family allows a child to go with a trusted friend
who promises a good job to help meet the family’s needs. The
child soon discovers that this “friend” has sold him or her into
slavery. Or, in some instances, desperate parents will actually
sell a child into slavery. The may be misled to believe their child
will have better living conditions and an opportunity for a better
education. Instead, the child becomes a slave.1

Today slavery is outlawed in most countries. Nevertheless, the
legal end of slavery did not end its existence. Instead slav-ery
became invisible, allowing the majority of the world’s population
to ignore it and to forget it. It is almost unbelievable and yet
true that today there are more slaves in the world than at any
other time in history. How is this possible?

This exponential increase of the global slave trade – what today
is called “human trafficking” – is in large part a by-product of
the global economy. This new economy has on the one hand
broken down borders and assisted national economies. On the
other hand, it has drastically affected the distribution of wealth
among nations and people. While it has produced im-measurable
wealth for certain individuals, nations, and companies, it has
also brought dire poverty to billions of people. The world’s poor,
who often live on less than one dollar a day, have few if any
options. With such a huge population at their disposal, it is quite
easy for human traffickers to coerce mothers into selling their
children or to trick a young teen into believing she can find work
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in a more prosperous nation. All that is needed is a little hope
and the belief that this new global economy can work in one’s
favor. At the same time, traffickers have little to fear, because
trafficking – as a black-market business – is hard to track and
even harder to prosecute. There is no all-encompassing
international jurisdiction for human rights lawyers. Thus
building a case often relies on the victims themselves, who are
often too afraid to testify against those exploiting them.

Today human trafficking is, after weapons and drugs, the world’s
third-largest illegal business – a 27-billion-dollar-a-year industry.
This underground indus-try disperses its cargo to every region

of the world. With the
aver-age price of
individual slaves
being less than that of
a new cell phone
(about US$90) it’s not
surprising that this
illicit trade is
booming. These
slaves are primarily
located in the

brothels of big cities, in the farming fields of rural communities,
and in the kitchens of quiet suburbs.

Human trafficking is a multi-dimensional issue. It is a crime
which deprives people of their human rights and freedoms,
increases global health risks, fuels growing networks of
organized crime, sustains high levels of poverty, and impedes
development in certain areas.

The impact of human trafficking is devastating. Victims may
suffer physical and emotional abuse, rape, threats against
themselves and their families, and even death. But the
devastation extends beyond individuals; human trafficking also
undermines the health, safety, and security of all the nations
that it touches.2

While this reality might be disheartening, there is still hope. A
growing number of popular movements are opposing human
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trafficking. Religious organizations and communities are often
on the frontline. That is the reason why we Divine Word
Missionaries also feel called to respond to this monstrous evil.
We work as missionaries in many places of the world where
poor and vulnerable people are often an easy target of human
traffickers. Since this evil is well hidden, we may not be even
aware of it. Therefore, we want to gain as much information as
possible in order to be better equipped to combat it.3
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1. Part I: SEE
This section will explore the facts of human trafficking. First, it
is necessary to define what it is in order to have a clear idea of
the specific characteristics of this evil. Then three forms of human
trafficking will be examined in terms of the purposes for which
human slaves are used:  sexual exploitation, forced labor, and
organ transplants. Then there will be an investigation of the most
brutal form of human trafficking: that of children. This section
will close with a presentation on the mechanism of human
trafficking, i.e. how this evil machine works and thrives.

1.1. Definition of Human Trafficking
What is human trafficking? To have a correct definition is very
important, because the laws against human trafficking are based
on a specific definition. This definition was approved in the year
2000 in Palermo, Sicily, and for that reason it is called the Palermo
Protocol or the 2000 United Nations Trafficking Protocol. It is
a good definition, but unfortunately many lawmakers still do
not take it literally enough. Instead they often base national laws
against human trafficking on unimportant features, and this
actually results in allowing criminals to continue to thrive.

The definition says: “Trafficking in persons shall mean the
recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons,

by means of the threat or use of
force or other forms of coercion, of
abduction, of fraud, of deception,
of the abuse of power or of a
position of vulnerability or of the
giving or receiving of payments or
benefits to achieve the consent of a
person having control over
another person, for the purpose of
exploitation. Exploitation shall
include, at a minimum, the
exploitation of the prostitution of
others or other forms of sexual
exploitation, forced labor or
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services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal
of organs.”4

As we can see, the victim does not need to be physically
transported from one location to another in order for a crime to
fall within this definition. This is important to bear in mind,
because the majority of law makers and law enforcers are
focusing principally on movement, and that is why their policies
are often inefficient. However, trafficking is not about movement;
it is about exploitation or more accurately about slavery.

The transatlantic slave trade from the sixteenth to the eighteenth
centuries involved the trafficking of eleven million Africans
across thousands of miles to work as slaves on plantations. Why
is this historical phenomenon called a “slave trade” while the
same phenomenon today is called “trafficking”? This linguistic
difference distracts global attention and blunts anti-trafficking
policies. More focus has been placed on thwarting movement
across borders than on shutting down the modern plantations
to which these individuals are being moved. Such tactics have
proved overwhelmingly futile, because the modes of transport
are numerous (by ship, vehicle, plane, train, foot), the costs of
transport are miniscule, and the sources of potential slave labor
are nearly limitless. Despite the ease and inexpensiveness of
contemporary human transportation, current anti-trafficking
efforts to crack down on modern-day slave traders often result
in adjustments in routes, larger bribes to border guards, and the
procurement of false travel documents. Such minor increases in
costs make a very small economic dent in today’s slave trade.

Therefore, a much clearer understanding of trafficking is
required – wherein the movement and the purpose of the
movement are separated as criminal acts – to achieve greater
effectiveness. To promote this understanding, two definitions
should be added. These would prove useful when formulating
policies and initiatives intended to abolish acts of trafficking:
the definition of slave trading and the definition of slavery.

Slave trading can be defined as the process of acquiring,
recruiting, harboring, receiving, or transporting an individual,
through any means and for any distance, into a condition of
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slavery or slave-like exploitation. Slavery can be defined as the
process of coercing labor or other services from a captive

individual, through any
means, including
exploitation of bodies or
body parts.5 In this way
we would focus on the
elements which are the
core of the problem
rather than those which
are merely a part or a
symptom of it. Modern-
day slavery comes in
many different forms.

The most common forms of slavery are debt bondage, sex slavery,
child soldiers, sweatshop labor, agricultural labor, domestic
labor, and organ harvesting.

Human trafficking differs from people smuggling. In the latter,
people voluntarily request the smuggler’s service for a fee, and
there may be no deception involved in the (illegal) agreement.
On arrival at the destination, the smuggled person is usually
free to find their own way. The trafficking victim, on the other
hand, is not permitted to leave, and is required to work or
provide services of some kind on an exploitative basis to the
trafficker or others. The arrangement may be structured as a
work contract, but with no or low payment or on terms which
are highly exploitative. Sometimes the arrangement is structured
as debt bondage, with the victim not being permitted or able to
pay off.

The common denominator of trafficking scenarios is the use of
force, fraud, or coercion to exploit a person for profit. Traffickers
can subject victims to labor exploitation, sexual exploitation, or
both. Trafficking for labor exploitation, the form of trafficking
claiming the greatest number of victims, includes traditional
chattel slavery, forced labor, and debt bondage. Trafficking for
sexual exploitation typically includes abuse within the
commercial sex industry. In other cases, individuals exploit
victims in private homes, often demanding both sex and work.
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The use of force or coercion can be direct and violent or
psychological.

Regarding the trafficking for the purpose of organ removal, the
World Health Organization estimates that one-fifth of the 70,000
kidneys that are transplanted every year come from the black
market, that is, from organ-trafficking networks that are
widespread and growing.

Human traffickers prey on the weak. Targeting vulnerable men,
women, and children, they use creative and ruthless ploys
designed to trick, coerce, and win the confidence of potential
victims. Very often these ruses involve promises of a better life
through employment, educational opportunities, or marriage.

The nationalities of trafficked people are as diverse as the world’s
cultures. Some leave developing countries, seeking to improve
their lives through low-skilled jobs in more prosperous countries.
Others fall victim to forced or bonded labor within their own
countries. Women, eager for a better future, are susceptible to
promises of jobs abroad as babysitters, housekeepers, waitresses,
or models – jobs that traffickers turn into the nightmare of forced
prostitution. Some families give children to adults, who are often
relatives, who promise education and opportunity but instead
sell the children into exploitative situations for money. But
poverty alone does not explain this tragedy, which is driven by
fraudulent recruiters, employers, and corrupt officials who seek
to reap profits from others’ desperation. Certainly there are many
other reasons as well.

1.2. Types of Human Trafficking
This section will investigate three different forms of human
trafficking: trafficking for sexual exploitation, trafficking for
labor exploitation, and trafficking for the purpose of organ
removal.  Then it will focus on the trafficking of children.
Although children are part of all the above-mentioned three
areas, the abhorrence most persons feel toward the enslavement
of children requires that their case be treated separately.
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1.2.1. Sex Trafficking
The Story of Katia

I am from the town of Costesti. I am twenty-three years old. My
father died when I was young, and my mother and I were alone.
Job agents came to our village one summer. I was fifteen at that
time. One of the women was named Ash. She made
arrangements for young people from our town to work in foreign
countries. I told my mother I wanted to go for these jobs so I
could send money. I can-not tell you who took me from Moldova,
but they made me do sex work in four countries. I did this work

for three years, and I
could not contact my
mother or send money to
her. In Amsterdam I was
deported. When I came
home, my mother was
gone.

I went to Balti to find
work, but I could not
find wages, so I was
living on the streets. One
night, men forced me
into a truck and beat me.
They drove me to Turkey

with four other girls. We were chained together, and they did
not give us food. I was in Turkey for a long time, but not so long
as the other countries. I lived in two apart-ments. Turkish men
came to this place. Russian men also came. Sometimes the pimps
took us shopping, and one day I escaped.

I returned to Moldova, but I could not find work. I tried to find
work in Chisinau, but there is no work in this country. Near the
university, I saw an advertisement for housework in the U.K.
The agents asked for money to arrange documents, but I did
not have money. They arranged my documents but told me I
must repay them from my wages. I lived in the home of the
agent for three days, and I remember telling myself, “See Katia,
you will be lucky now.” When the drivers came, they pushed
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me in the trunk of the car and drove me to a club in Moscow. It
was so dark in that car. I cried so much. I thought I must be
cursed. How can so many bad things happen to one person?
When I came to that club they gave me alcohol, and I had to
dance with no clothes. Every day I was drunk. The men did
what they wanted, and soon I was very sick. The pimps left me
on the streets. I never wanted to come back to Moldova, but the
police deported me.6

What is Sex Trafficking?

Sexual trafficking (or sexual slavery) is the organized coercion of
unwilling people into different sexual practices. Sex trafficking is the
most common form of human trafficking, even if it is not the
most numerous (the most numerous is undoubtedly forced
labor). According to the statistics there were 1,243,050 sex-
trafficked victims in the year 2007 worldwide.7

There are a number of common patterns for sex trafficking
around the world. In many places, particularly in developing
nations, women8 are lured by
the promise of a good job in
another country. Having no
better options in her home
country, the woman decides to
move away, unaware of the
torture that lies ahead.
Arrangements are made for her
departure, and she is appointed
an escort. Upon arrival at her
destination the woman is taken
directly to her employer. At this
point she has absolutely no
control over the conditions of
her employment. After discovering the true nature of her
employment, it is too late. Escape is impossible and even
dangerous if attempted.

Besides being lured with promises of a good job, there are other
situations in which women can become victims of sex trafficking.
Sometimes they receive false marriage proposals from men who
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plan to sell them into bondage. There are also instances when
young girls are sold into the sex trade by their parents, who are
trying to earn some money. And, of course, many times the
women are simply kidnapped.

Sex trafficking frequently results in debt bondage. This involves
being held by an employer until the woman earns enough money
to repay the expenses of acquiring her. This amount usually far
exceeds the actual costs, and it may take the woman years to
pay off this debt. Even then, it is common to force the woman to
continue working or to sell her back into debt bondage – into a
system from which she cannot escape. This of course is only
possible if the woman has not died from a disease such as AIDS.9

The transnational sex trafficking of women and children is based
on a balance between the supply of victims from sending
countries and the demand for victims in receiving countries.
Sending countries are those from which victims can be relatively
easily recruited, usually with false promises of jobs. Receiving
or destination countries are those with sex industries that create
a demand for victims. Where prostitution is flourishing, pimps
cannot recruit enough local women to fill up the brothels, so
they have to bring in victims from other places. Until recently,
the supply side of trafficking and the conditions in sending
countries have received most of the attention of researchers,
NGOs, and policy makers, and little attention was paid to the
demand side of trafficking.

The trafficking process begins with the demand for women to
be used in prostitution, that is, when pimps place orders for
women. Interviews with pimps and police from organized crime
units say that when pimps need new women and girls, they
contact someone who can deliver them. The crucial factor in
determining where trafficking will occur is the presence and
activity of traffickers, pimps, and collaborating officials running
criminal operations. Poverty, unemployment, and lack of
opportunities are factors that facilitate the ease with which
traffickers recruit women, but they are not the cause of
trafficking. Many regions of the world are poor and chaotic, but
not every region becomes a center for the recruitment or
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exploitation of women and children. Trafficking occurs because
criminals take advantage of poverty, unemployment, and a desire
for better opportunities.

The corruption of government officials and of the police is
necessary for trafficking and for the exploitation of large
numbers of women and children. In sending countries, large-
scale operations require the
collaboration of officials to
obtain travel documents and
facilitate the exit of women from
the country. In destination
countries, corruption is an
enabler for prostitution and
trafficking. The operation of
brothels requires the
collaboration of officials and
police, who must be willing to
ignore or work with pimps and traffickers. Prostitution
operations depend on attracting “customers” (men). Pimps and
brothel owners have to advertise that women and children are
available for commercial sex acts. Officials have to ignore this
blatant advertising.10

Obviously then there exists the collaboration of the many people
who form a criminal network. Each receives some financial share
from his or her direct involvement or collaboration. The victims
receive almost nothing except suffering in body and spirit.

1.2.2. Trafficking for Forced labor
The Story of Chanti Prattipati and Lalitha

For several years, my wife and I dined regularly at an Indian
restaurant near our home in the San Francisco Bay Area. Unbe-
knownst to us, the staff at Pasand Madras Indian Cuisine who
cooked our curries, delivered them to our table, and washed
our dishes were slaves.

It took a tragic accident to expose the slave-trafficking ring. A
young woman found her roommates, seventeen-year-old Chanti
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Prattipati and her fifteen-year-old sister Lalitha, unconscious in
a Berkeley apartment. Carbon monoxide coming from a blocked
heating vent had poisoned them. The roommate called their
landlord, Lakireddy Reddy, the owner of the Pasand restaurant
where the girls worked. Reddy owned several restaurants and
more than a thousand apartment units in northern California.

When Reddy arrived at the girls’ apartment, he declined to take
them to a hospital. Instead, he and a few friends carried the girls
out of the apartment in a rolled-up carpet and put them into a
waiting van. When Reddy and his cronies tried to force the
roommate into the van as well, she put up a fierce fight.

A local resident, Marcia Poole, happened to be passing by in her
car at that moment and witnessed a bizarre scene: several men
toting a sagging roll of carpet, with a human leg hanging out
the side. She slowed down her car to take a closer look and was
horrified to watch the men attempt to force a young girl into
their van. Poole jumped out of her car and did everything in her
power to stop the men. Unable to do so, she stopped an-other
passing motorist and implored him to dial 911 and report a
kidnapping in progress. The police arrived in time to arrest the
abductors.

Chanti Prattipati never
regained consciousness; she
was pro-nounced dead at a
local hospital. A subsequent
investigation revealed that
Reddy and several members
of his family had used fake
visas and false identities to
bring perhaps hundreds of
adults and children into the
United States from India. In
many cases Reddy secured

visas under the guise that the applicants were highly skilled
technology professionals who would be placed in a software
company. In fact, they ended up working as waiters, cooks, and
dishwashers at the Pasand restaurant or at other businesses that
Reddy owned. He forced the laborers to work long hours for
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minimal wages, money that they re-turned to him as rent to live
in one of his apartments. Reddy threatened to turn them in to
the authorities as illegal aliens if they tried to escape.11

What Is Forced Labor?

The International Labor Organization (ILO) Convention defines
forced or compulsory labor as “all work or service which is exacted
from any person under the menace of any penalty and for which the
said person has not offered himself voluntarily”12. The Convention
provides for certain exceptions, in particular with regard to
military service for work of a purely military character, normal
civic obligations, the work of prisoners convicted in a court of
law and working under the control of a public authority, work
in emergency cases such as wars or other calamities, and minor
communal services13. A subsequent ILO Convention14 specifies
that forced labor can never be used for the purpose of economic
development or as a means of political education, discrimination,
labor discipline or punishment for having participated in strikes.

From this definition it is clear that forced labor is not just
equivalent to low wages or poor working conditions. It
represents a restriction of human freedom, a violation of human
rights, and the exact opposite of “decent work” or “human
development” as defined by the ILO and UNDP.15 Forced labor
also encompasses situations such as slavery, practices similar to
slavery, debt bondage, and serfdom as defined in various
international instruments.

Debt bondage is the status or condition arising from a pledge by
a debtor of his personal services or of those of a person under
his control as security for a debt, if the value of those services as
reasonably assessed is not applied towards the liquidation of
the debt or the length and nature of those services are not
respectively limited and defined.

Serfdom is the condition or status of a tenant who is by law,
custom or agreement bound to live and labor on land belonging
to another person and to render some determinate service to
the other person, whether for reward or not, and is not free to
change his status.
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Practices similar to slavery include servile forms of marriage
and the exploitation of children and adolescents. Servile forms
of marriage are those cases in which a woman, without the right
to refuse, is promised or given in marriage on payment in money
or in kind to her parents, guardian, family or any other person
or group; or the husband of a woman, his family, or his clan, has
the right to transfer her to another person for value received; or
a woman on the death of her husband is liable to be inherited by
another person. The exploitation of children and adolescents is
any institution or practice whereby a child or young person
under the age of 18 is delivered by one or both of his natural

parents or by his guardian to
another person, whether for
reward or not, with a view to the
exploitation of the child or young
person or of his/her labor.

Embedded in the international
definition of forced labor are two
essential criteria: the menace (threat)
of penalty and involuntariness.
Forced labor occurs when people
are subject to psychological and/or
physical coercion (the menace of a
penalty) in order to perform some
work or service which otherwise
they would not have accepted (the
involuntariness). The International
Labor Organization makes it clear

that the workers’ consent is constrained if there has been
deception, fraud, or the retention of identity documents in order
to achieve this consent.

In practice, many victims enter into forced labor through fraud
and deception. The menace of a penalty that follows is often in
the form of physical violence or death threats addressed to the
victim or his or her family. The penalty can also be in the form
of a denunciation to the police or to immigration authorities
when the victims’ residence or work status is illegal, of the
confiscation of identity papers, or even of a supernatural
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retaliation. The non-payment of wages can also be used as a
way to “blackmail” workers into providing involuntary labor.
In principle, when trying to determine whether a person is in
forced labor, both the penalty and the involuntariness criteria
should be verified. Yet, in practice, if there is a menace of penalty
there is normally also a lack of free choice.

It is worth emphasizing that it is the type of engagement that
links a person to an “employer” which determines forced labor,
not the type of activity that a worker is actually performing. A
woman forced into prostitution is also in forced labor because
of the threat under which she is working, not because of the
sexual duties that her job demands or the legality or illegality of
that particular occupation. In some cases the activity itself may
not be considered illegal in a particular nation or culture. It is
also worth noting that not all child labor is considered as forced
labor. Child labor is counted as forced labor only when coercion
is applied by a third party to the children or to the parents of the
children, or when a child’s work is the direct result of the parents
being in forced labor.

1.2.3. Trafficking for Organ Removal
The Story of Farkhod

The last time Makhbuba Aripova, a young woman from the
central Asian republic of Uzbekistan, saw her husband Farkhod
was when he was about to set off for a new life in Canada.
Makhbuba, five months pregnant, was due to join him when
their first child was born. Days later his remains were found in
plastic bags dumped in their home town of Bukhara, 2,500 miles
southeast of Moscow. Nearby lay the mutilated bodies of his
sister and brother-in-law and their three children, who were to
emigrate with him.

Investigators believe they are among dozens of victims of a
ruthless gang of traders in human organs who lure people to
their deaths with promises of jobs abroad. Some time ago in
Bukhara Alima Korayev, her husband Ferudtin and their son
Dzheykhum went on trial for murder with two alleged
accomplices, one of them a doctor.
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When police raided the Korayevs’ house last December they
reportedly found bags containing human body parts from which
organs had been removed. There were also 60 passports
belonging to people who had vanished, together with £6,000—
a huge sum in a country where the average monthly salary is
£10. Police say this may have been the proceeds of organ sales.

“I will never recover,” said Aripova, 21, who miscarried after
her husband’s body was found. “Farkhod wanted me to leave
with him, but I was afraid because of my pregnancy, so I

postponed my departure. I
kissed him goodbye and
thought I would see him again
in Canada. He was cut into
pieces. He was 23. How could
anyone do this?”

The victims had arranged their
trip through Kora, a company
set up last year by the
Korayevs. For a small fee they
promised jobs in Canada and

Australia, plus visas and work permits. Dozens came forward
in a country plagued by poverty and unemployment.

Investigators believe that, with the doctor’s help, the Korayevs
killed their clients before removing kidneys and other organs
which were smuggled into Russia. Their final destination is not
known, but some suspect it was Turkey. After the gang was
arrested, a senior customs officer at Bukhara’s international
airport committed suicide. Police think he may have helped to
smuggle body parts.

The Korayevs admit the killings, saying the victims owed them
money, but deny trading in organs. The authorities in Uzbekistan
have imposed a news blackout on the case for fear it will damage
the country’s image. The trial is closed, except to the victims’
relatives. Many have fainted at the evidence; others have had to
be restrained by the police.
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“The Korayevs’ house looked like a butcher’s shop,” said one
investigator. “The victims were usually held for a few days in a
flat. They were told they had to pass medical tests and receive
injections. Farkhod and his relatives were held captive and fed
on little more than lemon juice to cleanse their systems before
they were killed.”16

What Is Trafficking for Organ Removal?

Organ transplantation has become somewhat of a double-edged
sword as the illegal trafficking of human organs escalates to
epidemic proportions. A sick person needs a new kidney
immediately, but one cannot be found. In such a case people
who have sufficient money may be tempted to purchase the
much-needed organ. After all, no one wants to watch a loved
one die.

Unscrupulous dealers in illegal organs exploit these kinds of
situations as well as the love that human beings feel for the
members of their family. There appears to be no reliable data
available regarding the full extent or even the real cost of organ
trafficking. However, it is estimated that brokers regularly charge
between US$100,000 and US$200,000 to organize a transplant
for wealthy patients.

Most of the illegal organs come from extremely poor countries
where people who are impoverished and ill-educated are more
than willing to lose a kidney in order to feed their family. Many
of these people view selling their organs as a means to remain
alive or to keep their children alive.

National Geographic Ultimate Explorer host Lisa Ling traveled to
India to investigate reports of a widespread trade in organs
illegally harvested from that nation’s poor. She visited a
desperate neighborhood known locally as “kidney village”
because so many of its residents had illegally sold one of their
kidneys. “They said that they received about US$800 a kidney,
which for them is a year’s salary,” Ling told National Geographic
News. “It’s a decent amount of money to them, but of course
when it runs out they can’t sell more organs.”
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Many of those Ling met experienced no lasting financial benefit
from their illegal kidney sales, but neither were they distressed
at having undergone the potentially dangerous procedure.
Having lost one kidney, donors are more at risk for any problems
that could later affect their remaining kidney. Also, the kidney
removal operation itself can be dangerous or even fatal –

particularly when carried
out in clandestine and illegal
facilities.

“We didn’t meet anyone who
had gotten sick as a result of
selling one of their kidneys,”
Ling said. “The people we
met were still living normal
lives so they didn’t have
many regrets; they were

surviving OK on one kidney. When you encounter folks who
are so poverty-stricken, it’s a gruesome option for them, but it is
an option. It certainly raises a lot of ethical questions.”

Such practices in the developing world have led to “transplant
tourism,” in which patients travel from wealthier countries with
no black-market organ trade to parts of the world where an organ
can be obtained and surgery can be performed – for a price.

With demand so high and illicit trade already underway in the
developing world, might some form of compensation be
organized to ease the organ shortage in the industrialized
nations?

The World Health Organization (WHO) believes that organ
trafficking accounts for as much as 10 percent of transplants
worldwide. It views this as a serious breakdown in the overall
transplant process. Although the organization recognizes the
need for organs is growing far faster than the supply, it does not
condone the current trend of organ sales.

WHO estimates that there are more than 95,000 people in the
United States alone waiting for a kidney transplant. Another
65,000 are waiting in Europe. Unfortunately, only about 25,000
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kidneys are available in the U.S. each year through traditional
legal methods. Europe can count on only about 16,000.

Victims of trafficking for the purpose of organ removal are
usually recruited from vulnerable groups, while most traffickers
come from organized crime. Organized crime lures people abroad
under false promises and convinces or forces them to sell their organs.
Recipients of the organs pay a much higher price than the donors receive,
part of which benefits brokers, surgeons and hospital directors, who
have been reported to be involved in the organized criminal network.
This crime can be distinguished from other forms of trafficking
in terms of the sectors from which traffickers and organ
“brokers” derive: doctors and other health-care practitioners,
ambulance drivers and mortuary workers are frequently
involved in organ trafficking – in addition to those usually
involved in other human trafficking networks.

Trafficking in persons for the purpose of the removal of organs
is addressed by the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime. The inclusion of this form of
exploitation in the protocol was intended to cover those
situations where a person is exploited by a trafficker who seeks
to obtain a profit in the “organ market” as well as situations
where the removal of organs and/or body parts is for witchcraft
and traditional medicine. In the former situation, market forces
drive supply and demand: those in desperate need of an organ
transplant will purchase an organ from those who are
desperately poor (or from “brokers” who forcibly or deceptively
obtained the organ). In the latter situation, “muti” (magical
medicines used in some parts of Africa) involves the removal of
body parts (including skulls, hearts, eyes and genitals) which
are sold and used by deviant practitioners to increase wealth,
influence, health or fertility.17
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1.3. Trafficking of Children
The trafficking of children for sexual purposes is one of the most
abhorrent and brutal forms of crime. Although it is part of
general human trafficking for sexual purposes, it has special
features and needs to be treated separately.

A high number of
young boys and girls in
every city on the globe
today is being forced to
serve as sex slaves. Sex
traffickers target
twelve- to seventeen-
year-old children as
their choice candidates.
The customers who pay
regular visits to brothels
prefer adolescents
above any other age
group. Looked at from
the cold perspective of

a slaveholder, adolescents also have a longer “shelf life.” As they
age they lose their youthful appeal. And children younger than
twelve may draw the attention of law enforcement authorities.

Because sex trafficking masks itself as prostitution, the general
public does not feel outraged. The children are perceived to be
criminals or sexual deviants or at best victims of their
environment: desperate for survival, the kids “choose” to sell
their bodies for profit.

The real criminals hide in the shadows. An illicit network of
traffickers, pimps, recruiters, brothel owners, and clients preys
on vulnerable kids and forces them into a life of sexual
commerce. Once the inner workings of that criminal network
are exposed, common sense prevails. Of course a child would
not volunteer for the repeated trauma of ten (or more) grown
men penetrating their bodies every evening. There is a word for
exploiting minors that way: rape.18
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How do the children become victims of sexual exploitation? Only
on rare occasions will a sex trafficker abduct a child from a
neighborhood that enjoys social power. Doing so carries too high
a risk. A family from an empowered community is more likely
to mobilize legal and political authorities to conduct an extensive
search for an abducted child. If caught, recruiters face a higher
probability of prosecution and place their entire operation at
risk. Why would recruiters take that risk when so many
candidates can be found in relatively powerless neighborhoods?

Furthermore, recruiters can deceive destitute families more
easily with promises of a better life. The allure of a steady job
may cause parents to overlook the risks of sending their child
off to a faraway destination. Teenagers might be promised a
modeling job in another country or less glamorous yet high-
paying work in a restaurant or a retail store. Parents of young
children in rural areas are told that a wealthy family in the big
city needs a domestic servant or a nanny. These offers are crafted
to extract children from the reaches of those who might care for
them. Recruiters have no intention of fulfilling their promises;
they intend to sell the children to a brothel owner at the first
opportunity. But their game depends on maintaining the illusion
of a golden path out of the depressed conditions that the families
face.

In that regard, lower-middle-class families with heightened
aspirations can be as vulnerable to traffickers as the most
impoverished family. A shortcut to upward social mobility holds
tremendous appeal.

Parents with material
aspirations are at times
willing to put their
children in dangerous
situations. It is not
uncommon for parents
to deliver a child to a
recruiter even when
they are fully aware that
the child will be
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exploited sexually. The recruiter might pay the parents a cash
advance for their child’s future earnings, with the promise of
more payments to come. For their part, recruiters make these
arrangements so that they can establish a steady trade in a region.
Neighbors will witness the recruiter’s credibility, as well as the
financial rise of the family that has sold their child, and will
become more willing to sell their own children.

Those fighting sex trafficking in both Southeast Asia and Latin
America report that parents commonly sell their kids so that
they can make an improvement on their home or purchase a
vehicle or other consumer item. Similar stories from Albania are
told where parents sell their children to traffickers so that they
can buy a color television.

The sex trafficker who deals in children usually wants to extract
recruits from their home region as expeditiously as possible.
When kidnapping is involved, the trafficker has more reason to
fear arrest. Even if the parents of the abducted child do not get
involved, an adult relative or friend may advocate for the child
and press the police to take action. An anonymous individual
who bears the stigma of “child prostitute,” on the other hand, is
much less likely to have an advocate. Foreign children evoke
even less sympathy than those who share the nationality or
ethnicity of the mainstream population. For that reason,
traffickers typically shift child slaves to the other side of the
country or, even more effectively, across an ocean.19

Once traffickers extract victims from their home community, they
typically sell the children to slaveholders who deal in commercial
sex; for example, pimps or the owners of strip clubs, sex bars,
brothels, karaoke clubs, or massage parlors. Most traffickers have
a steady relationship in place with the slaveholder; hence, they
know who the buyer will be before they recruit the child.
Although it is rare, some traffickers act as both recruiter and
operator of their own “retail” sex shop.

The slaveholder acts swiftly to take complete control of the child’s
life. Passports, birth certificates, national identity cards, and any
other documents of citizenship are stripped from the child’s
possession. The child is closely guarded and locked in a room
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when not accompanied. Even if escape were possible, the child
has no money, probably does not speak the local language, and
does not know to whom he or she could turn for help. Given
their past experience, slave children would not instinctively trust
public officials or the police.

The slaveholder also generally manipulates a relationship of
financial dependence with the child. Basic life necessities like
food, clothing, and shelter are charged to the child’s “account.”
Until that money is repaid,
the child is obligated to
continue in the slaveholder’s
service.

Slaveholders will buttress
these social controls with the
constant threat of violence.
Almost all trafficked children
will testify that they were
victims of an extreme act of
violence within the first
forty-eight hours of their
abduction. Slaveholders use
rape and brutal beatings to
impose their dominance over the child. In the logic of the
trafficking world, a terrified child is a compliant child. The
slaveholder therefore will never let the child slip out of a state
of terror.

Ranchers refer to “breaking the spirit of a wild horse”; in a
macabre sense, that is how slaveholders approach child sex
slaves. The sex slaves will have to learn to comply happily with
whatever sexual act a client requests. The liberal application of
violence early on will break any resistance they may try to mount.
If a client ever complains that the sex slave was less than
accommodating, swift and brutal punishment will be meted out.

The threat of violence becomes an ever-present part of the life
of a sex slave. The child knows that a failed escape attempt will
result in a severe beating.20
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1.4. Anatomy of Human Trafficking
Researcher Siddhardt Kara in his book Sex Trafficking: Inside the
Business of Modern Slavery presents an anatomy of sex trafficking
which can be used for all forms of human trafficking, with the
possible exception of trafficking for organs, where there would
be some modifications. In his opinion, all sex trafficking crimes
have two common components: slave trading and slavery. These
two components were considered briefly above in the section
which tried to define human trafficking (1.1). Slave trading
represents the supply side of the sex trafficking industry, i.e.
those who search for and procure victims to sell. Slavery
represents the demand side, i.e. the places and circumstances
where the victims are located and exploited. Within these two
components there are three steps: acquisition, movement, and
exploitation.

It is important to understand well the interrelationships among
these three components. Understanding them is necessary for
combating the evils of human trafficking. It may be useful to
imagine sex trafficking as a disease infecting human civilization.
To eradicate a disease requires an understanding of its molecular
anatomy, which in turn reveals a broader knowledge of how
the disease functions. With this broader understanding, the
disease’s vulnerable points are revealed and a treatment can be
devised to eradicate it.

1.4.1. Acquisition
Acquisition has one or more of the following forms: deceit, sale
by the family, abduction, seduction or romance, or recruitment
by a former slave.

Deceit consists in the false offer of a job, travel, studies, marriage,
or an income-generating opportunity. When people are
desperate because of a lack of economic opportunities or because
of displacement due to war, civil strife, or cultural biases, they
rarely resist the allure of a steady, high-paying job in a rich nation.

Conditions of poverty, desperation, and displacement lead many
families to sell their child into slavery. Such sales are never easy,
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but some parents make them – besides acquiring money
necessary for their family – in the hope that their child will be
well off and will soon return with a great sum of money. But
there are also parents who sell their children out of greed,
expecting the slave owner to send them a remittance.

Abduction is not a frequent form of
acquiring a slave, since the abducted
victim is unwilling to travel and will
try all possible ways to escape. But it
does occur.

Seduction or romance is used by so-
called lover-boys for those who are
looking for marriage in a foreign
country. They approach attractive and
vulnerable young women, offering
them undying love, treating them to
extravagant gifts, and seducing them to migrate to a rich country
where they can build their lives together. False documents are
provided for travel, and the lover-boy usually sends the young
woman in advance by train or plane, telling her to meet a friend
upon arrival. The friend is almost always a slave trader or a
brothel owner.

Recruitment by former slaves is perhaps the most difficult to
believe. It is based on a complex psychology of sexual
enslavement. Sex slaves employ numerous adaptive mechanisms
to survive their ordeals, including drug and alcohol abuse and
the morose acceptance of the life of a slave as the best they
deserve. As strange as it sounds, they become allies of their slave
owners and after a time even recruit new slaves.

1.4.2. Movement
Recruited slaves are moved from countries of origin through
transit countries into destination countries. In the case of internal
trafficking the same country acts as origin, transit, and
destination. This movement takes place by every possible form
of transportation: by car, bus, train, plane, speedboat, and ferry,
even by raft and by foot over mountains. Bribes are paid to border
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guards and false passports are used to transport individuals
almost everywhere in the world. When victims are abducted, or
if they learn that the job offer is false, they are often drugged or

beaten into silence for the duration of a
journey.

The macro-movement of slaves involves
transit from poor areas and countries to
richer areas or countries. The movement
sometimes consists in a two-step process
from a rural area into an urban center in
the same country, and then by
international transportation into another
country. The purpose of this is to break
slaves more completely before
transporting them abroad. The more

broken a slave’s spirit is, the more accepting she is of the life of
a slave. This means that the slave is less likely to escape, and the
traffickers can charge higher prices to brothel owners.

1.4.3. Exploitation
Although the exploitation of slaves begins the moment they are
acquired, the real exploitation occurs with the violent coercion
of unpaid services. Slaves are raped, tortured, starved,
humiliated and drugged during the transportation, sometimes
for the pleasure of the traffickers but also to break the slaves
and make them more submissive upon arrival.

When they reach the place of their destination they are exposed
to exploitation in various settings: brothels, clubs, massage
parlors, apartments, hotels, and streets.

Brothels can be found mainly in the red-light districts of big
cities, but they can be also being secret – especially in countries
where they are illegal, such as Italy.

Clubs are usually dance clubs in which the sex services are
transacted in back rooms or basements. The slaves live in the
club brothels and are never allowed to leave.
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Massage parlors are usually used as front organizations for
prostitution, especially in countries where prostitution is illegal.
Openly they only offer a massage, but in fact they offer sex.

Apartment brothels are most common in Europe and the United
States. They are run by a small organization or group of people
with no more than six to eight slaves. They usually obtain their
clients through newspaper advertisements in the relationship
sections of local newspapers.

Hotels are less frequently used as places to exploit sex slaves
because the environment is not secure. Despite that, there are
hotels where guests are offered sex as a part of hotel service.
Prostitutes who work for pimps or crime networks in hotels are
usually former slaves who have accepted a life of prostitution
and seek to make as much money as possible. Pimps (often
women) typically take half the payment received for sex with
hotel prostitutes.

Street prostitution has an advantage for sex slaves: it offers
ample contact with the outside world and ample opportunity to
escape. Therefore the pimps choose only those they can trust to
service the client without hassle. The prostitutes are given quotas
each night for the number of men they must service. If they meet
their quotas, they receive extra food or gifts. If they do not, they
are starved and tortured. Escape from the streets is unlikely
because the slaves are far from home in a country where often
they do not know the language. In addition, they do not have
money or passports, so they risk
incarceration or deportation. Going
to the police is rarely an option,
because in almost every country the
police themselves are purchasers of
sex slaves. Corrupt police accept
bribes to allow brothels and clubs to
function, to turn the other way when
sex slaves work the streets, or to warn
brothel owners if an investigation is
being planned. They also take sexual
favors from slaves as part of the
bargain.
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1.5. Why Does Slavery Continue to Thrive?
The fact that this kind of evil in our modern world is not
decreasing but rather is on the rise – indeed, it is thriving – is an
indication that the means which we have been using to combat
it do not work. Why not? Kara21 offers a few answers:

Because of confusion over the definition of trafficking,
which results in a focus on movement rather than on
exploitation. As noted above, a correct definition is
necessary in order to form effective policies for resolving
the problem. The present definition allows one to disregard
the exploitation of the victims, which is actually the core
of the problem.

Because of corruption in law enforcement, border control,
and judicial systems. In Kara’s experience, in all countries
– without exception! – police officers, border guards, and
judges who unscrupulously take bribes and cover up
crimes are a major problem. They allow the traffickers to
conduct a highly profitable business with minimal
consequences.

Because of the lack of international coordination and
cooperation in investigating and prosecuting trafficking
crimes. It often happens that the country of destination,
when investigating such crimes, becomes enmeshed in
juridical wrangling, political delays, or even an
unwillingness to collaborate with the countries of origin.
While organized crime has developed globalized
trafficking, governmental efforts to thwart it often remain
mired in nationalistic inertia.

Because of the lack of specific law-enforcement focus on
slave-related crimes and of its funding. Laws without
concrete law-enforcement policies are insufficient. Money
is needed in order to finance investigations, raids,
protection of witnesses, etc. But often the money is not
available.
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Because of feeble enforcement of the law and minimal
prosecution of sex traffickers. The absence of political will
to enforce the law, as well as endemic corruption, allows
trafficking and slavery to transpire in broad daylight.
When criminals are not prosecuted, there is no penalty
for committing a crime, and the criminals feel safe to
continue their criminal behavior. For example, between
the years 2001 and 2005, of 3750 to 5000 traffickers in the
USA, only 140 (4%) were convicted.

Because of insufficient protection for victims, whose
testimony is required to convict sex traffickers. It is risky
and dangerous for a victim to testify against traffickers
who are part of a violent, well-financed, and well-
organized diabolic network.

And because of ineffective laws that have little economic
effect on sex traffickers. There is almost no real risk in being
a trafficker because of the anemic penalties prescribed in
the law. Sex slavery is primarily a crime of economic
benefit, i.e. the slave owner exploits slaves to minimize
labor costs and to maximize profits. Traffickers often face
no danger from laws that they will lose their profits.

1.6. Trafficking and Globalization
What is the role of globalization in human trafficking? It actually
helps criminals to accomplish these atrocities with great ease.
Sex trafficking simultaneously exploits both the best and the
worst aspects of globalization. The champions of globalization
tout the growing ease of conducting business across national
borders. Sophisticated communication tools and relaxed banking
laws facilitate the international exchange of assets. Virtual
enterprises can operate everywhere and nowhere, making
themselves known only when and where they choose.

Organized crime syndicates take advantage of these tools to
create more efficient overseas networks. Although most
trafficking originates with local operators, they deftly connect
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to an international sex industry looking to fill slots in brothels,
massage parlors, strip joints, and lap-dance bars.

A club owner in Chicago can pick up the phone and “mail-order”
three beautiful young girls from Eastern Europe. Two weeks later

a fresh shipment of three
Slavic girls will be dancing
in his club. Although
probably a number of
q u a s i - i n d e p e n d e n t
traffickers were involved
in moving the girls, the
operation would appear
seamless to the Chicago
client.

The critics of globalization
point out that capital flows

wherever it can most easily exploit cheap labor. The owners of
capital will abandon a specific location quickly once one of two
conditions occurs: (1) the assets are depleted, or (2) those assets
can be obtained more cheaply in other markets.

Sex trafficking also manifests itself in this way. Over the past
three decades the prime area for recruiting sex slaves has shifted
rapidly from one zone of economic depression to another. In
the 1970s traffickers targeted girls from Southeast Asia
(especially Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines). After ten
years or so of mining in Asia, traffickers shifted their focus to
African girls from Nigeria, Uganda, and Ghana, who flooded
the international sex bazaars. In the mid-1980s and the early
1990s Latin American girls from Brazil, Mexico, the Dominican
Republic, and Central America (especially El Salvador and
Guatemala) became the favored pool.

Traffickers move opportunistically to prey on vulnerable
populations. In the 1980s the trafficking of girls from Eastern
Europe hardly registered on the radar screen. Following the
economic and political collapse of the Soviet Union, that situation
changed dramatically. The International Organization for
Migration (IOM) estimates that roughly a quarter of a million
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females were trafficked within Europe alone (from East to West)
since 1991.

Even within Eastern Europe the prime recruitment zones for
trafficking shift rapidly to exploit opportunities. In 1992 the vast
majority of trafficked victims came from Poland, Romania,
Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. By the mid-1990s girls in those
markets had been depleted, so traffickers started targeting
Russia, Ukraine, Bulgaria, and Moldova. After the turn of the
century the prime recruitment zone shifted to central Asia
(Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan) and Georgia.
Wherever the greatest profit can be extracted, there the traffickers
move.22
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2. Part II: JUDGE
Part II will explore some criteria that can help individuals to
make a good judgment about human trafficking. It will also offer
some information about what can be done to oppose human
trafficking.

2.1. Human Trafficking in the Bible
What does the Bible say about human trafficking? The expression
“human trafficking” does not occur in the Bible – it is, after all, a
modern term. But the exploitation of some (usually weaker)
persons by others for profit or for pleasure is an ancient human
practice which long antedates the Bible – e.g., Egypt and Babylon
had slaves long before Israel existed. One of the first recorded
examples of such human trafficking is the capture of Abraham’s
nephew Lot and his family by raiders in Gen 14:11-16. Almost
certainly the raiders intended to enslave Lot’s family. Another
example is that of Joseph, a hated family member sold by his
own brothers into slavery (Gen 37:18-36).

The story of Lot indicates the usual context of human trafficking
in the ancient Mediterranean world: outsiders – those who did
not belong to a particular society or culture – were considered
legitimate targets for exploitation. Kings engaged in warfare not
only to extend their borders and obtain glory but also to enrich
themselves with booty and slaves. Foreigners, members of
minority groups, and prisoners of war had no rights and

therefore could be
forced to serve the more
privileged members of
society. Ancient Israel
was no exception. Kings
David and Solomon
forced Canaanites and
others to labor on their
construction projects (2
Sam 20:24; 1 Kgs 4:6;
9:15-23; 2 Chr 8:7-8; see
Judg 1:33). This practice
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was so hated that the northern Israelite tribes rose up against
King Rehoboam, killed his superintendent of forced labor, and
permanently divided Israel into two independent nations (1 Kgs
12:18-20; 2 Chr 10:18-19).

Israelite law recognized slavery and permitted the enslavement
of foreigners and even of citizens. However, slavery was
normally controlled and limited – at least for citizens. Defeated
enemies were subject to forced labor (Deut 20:11), and many
slaves were women and children captured in war (Deut 20:14).
Fellow Israelites were sometimes reduced to slavery because of
their inability to pay off debts, especially in times of economic
crisis (Neh 5:2). However, the law provided that after a period
of seven years such slaves were to be freed and even
compensated (Exod 21:2; Deut 15:12-14). The Book of the
Covenant (Exodus 20:23-23:19) does not grant similar rights to
female slaves, since it seems to assume that women often became
concubines or secondary wives of slave owners. However, if her
husband refused to provide her with food, clothing, or conjugal
rights, the female slave was to be granted freedom (Exod 21:7-
11; cf. Deut 21:10-14). The Book of Deuteronomy, on the other
hand, recognizes that both men and women slaves had identical
rights and obligations (Deut 15:12). In general Israelite law
recognized that slaves had certain rights (Exod 20:10) – an
exception, it seems, to the legal codes of the ancient Near East.
In fact, the biblical ideal seems to have been a land without
slavery (see Deut 7:12-15; 15:1-11; Jer 34:8-20).

Slavery was a fixed institution in the ancient world, and Israel
was no exception. However, its laws and attitudes towards
slavery and other types of exploitation and oppression were
heavily influenced by its own history (or tradition) as an enslaved
people: “remember that you too were once slaves in the land of
Egypt” (Deut 15:15; see Exod 23:9). Israelite law, for example,
did not permit the return of escaped slaves to their foreign
masters (Deut 23:16-17). Rather they were permitted to live freely
in any part of the country. Such tolerance was not normally found
in the countries of the ancient Near East. Kidnapping was also
regarded with horror, and it was a capital offense (Exod 21:16;
Deut 24:7). Israel’s history of slavery and its desire for freedom
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would certainly oppose modern human trafficking, which seeks
to deprive others of their freedom and to exploit them for profit
or for pleasure. In fact, freedom is at the heart of biblical religion,
which began with the liberation of a band of slaves. For
Christians and Jews salvation is an experience of liberation or
freedom, whether that be from political and economic
oppression or from sin and death.

The God who decided to free Israel from its slavery in Egypt
(Exod 3:7-10; 6:6) did not tolerate the exploitation of some human
beings by others. The God of Israel identified with the poor and
the outsider, those who were easy victims of exploitation. God
not only expected the Israelites to provide for the poor but even
to welcome and favor the stranger or outsider: “You shall not
molest or oppress an alien, for you were once aliens yourselves
in the land of Egypt” (Exod 22:20; see 23:9; Deut 10:19). The
“alien” was protected by law: “You shall treat the alien who
resides with you no differently than the natives born among
you; have the same love for him as for yourself; for you too were
once aliens in the land of Egypt. I, the Lord, am your God” (Lev
19:34; see 19:33; 24:22; Num 9:14; 15:15-16, 29, 30; Deut 1:16).
The usual victims of oppression, the poor, aliens, as well as
widows and orphans, were provided special protection and
benefits in Israelite law (Exod 20:10; 22:20-21; Lev 19:10; 23:22;
Deut 14:29; 16:14; 24:17-21; 26:12-13).

According to the Bible it is the nature of God to answer the cry
of the oppressed and to oppose the powerful who exploit the
weak (1 Sam 10:18; Ps 146:7-8; Prov 14:31; Sir 10:7; 35:12-18; Bar
4:21). God could almost be defined as the God of the oppressed,
or at least as the One who favored those whose rights and
freedom were denied. The standard practice of Israel was to
appeal to God to rescue the victims of oppression and
exploitation (Deut 26:7; Judg 4:3; Neh 9:27). At the same time
Israel was reproved, threatened and punished whenever it
oppressed the poor (Exod 22:20; Prov 21:7; Isa 1:12-16; 3:13-15;
58:6-10; Jer 7:6-7; 22:3; Ezek 45:9; Amos 3:9-11; 4:1; 5:7-15).

Many of the prayers found in the Old Testament have as their
theme or message an appeal to God to deliver from oppression
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and exploitation the one
who is praying: “Hear me,
Lord, and answer me, for I
am poor and oppressed” (Ps
86:1); “Free me from human
oppression, that I may keep
your precepts” (Ps 119:134);
“Deliver the oppressed from
the hand of the oppressor; let
not justice be repugnant to
you” (Sir 4:9). Other prayers
thank God for deliverance
from oppression and
exploitation.

These same concerns and
themes continue in the New
Testament. Jesus recognized
that his own mission was “to
bring glad tidings to the poor, ...to proclaim liberty to captives,
...to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 4:18). Paul often reminded
the early Christians of the “glorious freedom of the children of
God” (Rom 8:21) and proclaimed that they “were called for
freedom” (Gal 5:13; see 2:4; 4:7; 5:1; 2 Cor 3:17; cf. Jas 2:12; 2 Pet
2:16). Although Paul acknowledged the existence of slavery (1
Cor 7:21-22; Eph 6:8; Col 3:11; 1 Tim 6:1-2; Titus 2:9-19), he
pleaded with Philemon to free the slave Onesimus so that he
could aid Paul in his ministry (Phlm 7-17).

So the expression “human trafficking” does not appear in the
Bible. But Sacred Scripture is quite concerned about human
freedom and condemns the oppression and exploitation of
others. In the Bible God identifies with and helps those who are
oppressed, who can call upon Him for protection and vengeance.
God reminds Israel of its own experience of slavery in Egypt.
That experience should motivate God’s people to favor the
widow, the orphan, the alien, and anyone else who could easily
be exploited. The Bible also condemns anyone who for personal
profit or pleasure attempts to seduce, control, manipulate,
enslave, or exploit others.23
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2.2. Slavery and the Catholic Church
What has been the attitude of the Catholic Church towards
slavery? Sometimes the Church has been accused of supporting
slavery or at least of not opposing it sufficiently. This section
will examine the history of the Church’s attitude toward slavery.

The issue of slavery is quite complex. Throughout history the
Church found herself among cultures practicing slavery and had
to deal with it. An early example is St. Paul’s Epistle to Philemon.
St. Paul appears to tolerate slavery, but he also warned slave
masters that they too have a Master in Heaven who would judge

them (Col 4:1). Due
to her weakness in
political affairs, the
Church could not
prevent or stop
every evil practice.
However, political
weakness is quite
different from

approval. There are many examples of saints buying slaves and
then setting them free (e.g. St. Nicholas, the Trinitarians, the
Missionaries of Africa [“White Fathers”], and the Mercedarians).
Unfortunately there were also Catholics – even clergy – who
owned slaves and promoted slavery, and their sins have given
scandal to the Church and to others.

To further complicate this issue, there are different forms of
slavery. Even though repugnant to our modern sensitivity,
servitude is not always unjust – such as penal servitude for
convicted criminals or servitude freely chosen for personal
financial reasons. These forms are called just-title servitude. Even
today we can see prisoners accompanied by armed guards
picking up litter along highways. The 1949 Geneva Conventions
also allow the use of the labor of war prisoners under limited
circumstances. However, such circumstances are rare today.
During biblical times a man could voluntarily sell himself into
slavery in order to pay off his debts (Deut 15:12-18). But such
slaves were to be freed after seven years or in the Jubilee Year
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(Lev 25:54). The Church tolerated just-title servitude for a time,
since it is not an evil in itself, although it can easily be abused.
The popes, however, have consistently opposed racial slavery,
which completely lacks any moral justification.

One normally thinks of slavery in terms of innocent people who
were unjustly captured and reduced to “beasts of burden” solely
because of their race. This form of slavery, known as racial
slavery, began on a large scale only during the fifteenth century,
and it was formally condemned by the Popes as early as 1435 –
fifty-seven years before Columbus discovered America! In 1404
the Spanish discovered the Canary Islands. They began to
colonize them and to enslave their people. Pope Eugene IV in
1435 wrote to Bishop Ferdinand of Lanzarote in the bull Sicut
Dudum:

...They have deprived the natives of their property or turned it
to their own use, and have subjected some of the inhabitants of
said islands to perpetual slavery, sold them to other persons and
committed other various illicit and evil deeds against them...
We order and command all and each of the faithful of each sex
that, within the space of fifteen days of the publication of these
letters in the place where they live, that they restore to their
earlier liberty all and each person of either sex who were once
residents of said Canary Islands...who have been made subject
to slavery. These people are to be totally and perpetually free and
are to be let go without the exaction or reception of any money...

The faithful who did not obey were excommunicated ipso facto.
This is the same punishment imposed today on Catholics who
participate in abortion.

A century later the Spanish and Portuguese were colonizing
South America. Unfortunately, the practice of slavery not only
did not end but increased. Although he probably could not
qualify as a saint, Pope Paul III in 1537 issued a bull to the
universal Church against slavery, entitled Sublimis Deus. He
wrote:

...The exalted God loved the human race so much that He created
man in such a condition that he was not only a sharer in good as
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are other creatures, but also that he would be able to reach and
see face to face the inaccessible and invisible Supreme Good...
Seeing this and envying it, the enemy of the human race, who
always opposes all good men so that the race may perish, has
thought up a way, unheard of before now, by which he might
impede the saving word of God from being preached to the
nations. He (Satan) has stirred up some of his allies who, desiring
to satisfy their own avarice, are presuming to assert far and wide
that the Indians...be reduced to our service like brute animals,
under the pretext that they are lacking the Catholic faith. And
they reduce them to slavery, treating them with afflictions they
would scarcely use with brute animals... by our Apostolic
Authority decree and declare by these present letters that the
same Indians and all other peoples - even though they are outside
the faith - ...should not be deprived of their liberty... Rather they
are to be able to use and enjoy this liberty and this ownership of
property freely and licitly, and are not to be reduced to slavery...

Pope Paul III not only condemned the slavery of Indians but
also of all other peoples. In his phrase “unheard of before now,”
he seems to see a difference between this new form of slavery
(i.e. racial slavery) and the ancient forms of just-title slavery. A
few days before he had issued a brief, entitled Pastorale Officium,
to Cardinal Juan de Tavera of Toledo, which warned the Catholic
faithful of excommunication for promoting slavery.
Unfortunately Pope Paul made reference to the King of Castile
and Aragon in this brief. Under political pressure, the pope later
retracted the brief, but he did not annul the bull. It is interesting
to note that even though he retracted his brief, Popes Gregory
XIV, Urban VIII and Benedict XIV still recognized and confirmed
its authority against slavery and the slave trade.

Popes Gregory XIV (Cum Sicuti, 1591), Urban VIII (Commissum
Nobis, 1639) and Benedict XIV (Immensa Pastorum, 1741) issued
their own condemnations of slavery and the slave trade. Unlike
the earlier papal letters, these excommunications were directed
towards the clergy rather than towards the laity. In 1839 Pope
Gregory XVI issued a bull, entitled In Supremo, whose main focus
was against slave trading. However, it also clearly condemned
racial slavery:
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We, by apostolic authority, warn and strongly exhort in the Lord faithful
Christians of every condition that no one in the future dare bother
unjustly, despoil of their possessions, or reduce to slavery Indians,
Blacks or other such peoples.

Despite these formal condemnations, the popes were largely
ignored by Catholic laity and clergy. Two Catholic nations (Spain
and Portugal) were heavily involved in slave trafficking. Many
Catholics at that time owned or sold slaves. Even some Catholic
bishops during the nineteenth century appeared to support
slavery. The popes were so completely ignored that some people
today claim that they were silent – which is not the case. These
sins brought great scandal to Christ’s Church. Fortunately the
church today speaks forcefully about modern-day slavery.24

2.3.Catholic Social Teaching on Human
Trafficking
There are many pronouncements about human trafficking in
the recent history of the Catholic Church. These issue clear
guidelines regarding the attitude of Christians towards this
crime.

Vatican II

Vatican II condemned “… all offenses against human dignity,
such as subhuman living conditions, arbitrary imprisonment,
deportation, slavery, prostitution, the selling of women and
children, degrading working conditions where people are
treated as mere tools for profit rather than free and responsible
persons: all these and the like are criminal: they poison
civilization; and they debase the perpetrators more than the
victims and militate against the honor of the creator.” (Gaudium
et Spes, 1965, no. 27)

Catechism of the Catholic Church

“The seventh commandment forbids acts or enterprises that for
any reason – selfish or ideological, commercial, or totalitarian –
lead to the enslavement of human beings, to their being bought,
sold and exchanged like merchandise, in disregard for their
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personal dignity. It is a sin against the dignity of persons and
their fundamental rights to reduce them by violence to their
productive value or to a source of profit. St. Paul directed a
Christian master to treat his Christian slave ‘no longer as a slave
but more than a slave, as a beloved brother, … both in the flesh
and in the Lord.’” (No. 2414)

Compendium of Social Teaching of Catholic Church

“The solemn proclamation of human rights is contradicted by a
painful reality of violations, wars and violence of every kind, in
the first place, genocides and mass deportations, the spreading
on a virtual worldwide dimension of ever new forms of slavery
such as trafficking in human beings, child soldiers, the
exploitation of workers, illegal drug trafficking, prostitution.
‘Even in countries with democratic forms of government, these
rights are not always fully respected.’” (No. 158)

“The situation of a vast number of the world’s children is far
from being satisfactory, due to the lack of favorable conditions
for their integral development despite the existence of a specific
international juridical instrument for protecting their rights [557],
an instrument that is binding on practically all members of the
international community. These are conditions connected with
the lack of health care, or adequate food supply, little or no
possibility of receiving a minimum of academic formation or
inadequate shelter. Moreover, some serious problems remain
unsolved: trafficking in children, child labor, the phenomenon
of “street children”, the use of children in armed conflicts, child
marriage, the use of children for commerce in pornographic
material, also in the use of the most modern and sophisticated
instruments of social communication. It is essential to engage in
a battle, at the national and international levels, against the
violations of the dignity of boys and girls caused by sexual
exploitation, by those caught up in pedophilia, and by every
kind of violence directed against these most defenseless of
human creatures [558]. These are criminal acts that must be
effectively fought with adequate preventive and penal measures
by the determined action of the different authorities involved.”
(No. 245)
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Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church

“Are the transplant and donation of organs allowed before and
after death? The transplant of organs is morally acceptable with
the consent of the donor and without excessive risks to him or
her. Before allowing the noble act of organ donation after death,
one must verify that the donor is truly dead.” (No. 476)

“What practices are contrary to respect for the bodily integrity
of the human person? They are: kidnapping and hostage taking,
terrorism, torture, violence, and direct sterilization. Amputations
and mutilations of a
person are morally
permissible only for
strictly therapeutic
medical reasons.” (No.
477)

Pope John Paul II

“The trade in human
persons constitutes a
shocking offense against
human dignity and a grave
violation of fundamental
human rights. … Such
situations are an affront to
fundamental values which are shared by all cultures and peoples,
values rooted in the very nature of the human person. … Who
can deny that the victims of this crime are often the poorest and
most defenseless members of the human family, the ‘least’ of
our brothers and sisters? ... The disturbing tendency to treat
prostitution as a business or industry not only contributes to
the trade in human beings, but is itself evidence of a growing
tendency to detach freedom from the moral law and to reduce
the rich mystery of human sexuality to a mere commodity.”

“The alarming increase in the trade in human beings is one of
the pressing political, social and economic problems associated
with the process of globalization; it presents a serious threat to
the security of individual nations and a question of international
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justice which cannot be deferred.” (Letter to Cardinal Tauran on
the Occasion of the 2002 International Conference “Twenty-First
Century Slavery – The Human Rights Dimension to Trafficking in
Human Beings.”)

Pope Benedict XVI

“One of the recognizable signs of the times today is undoubtedly
migration, a phenomenon which during the century just ended
can be said to have taken on structural characteristics, becoming
an important factor of the labor market worldwide, a
consequence among other things of the enormous drive of
globalization.”

“Naturally in this ‘sign of the times’ various factors play a part.
They include both national and international migration, forced
and voluntary migration, legal and illegal migration, subject also
to the scourge of trafficking in human beings.” (Migrations: A
Sign of the Times, 92nd World Day for Refugees and Migrants Message,
2006.)

“The dimensions of the phenomenon make it increasingly urgent
that strategies coordinated between the European Union and
African states, just like adequate measures of a humanitarian
nature, are taken to prevent migrants from turning to
unscrupulous traffickers.” (Palm Sunday, 5 April 2009: Reacting
to the drowning of 200 Europe-bound Africans whose overcrowded
boat capsized off Libya.)

“…looking more closely at the sector of forced migrants, refugees
and the victims of human trafficking, we unhappily find many
children and adolescents too. On this subject it is impossible to
remain silent before the distressing images of the great refugee
camps present in different parts of the world. How can we not
think that these little beings have come into the world with the
same legitimate expectations of happiness as the others?” (Young
Migrants 94th World Day of Migrants and Refugees, 2008)

“I wish to express my appreciation for the efforts of the entire
Catholic community of Thailand to uphold the dignity of every
human life, especially the most vulnerable. Of particular concern
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to you is the scourge of the trafficking of women and children,
and prostitution. Undoubtedly poverty is a factor underlying
these phenomena, and in this regard I know much is being
achieved through the Church’s development programs. But there
is a further aspect which must be acknowledged and collectively
addressed if this abhorrent human exploitation is to be effectively
confronted. I am speaking of the trivialization of sexuality in
the media and entertainment industries which fuels a decline in
moral values and leads to the degradation of women, the
weakening of fidelity in marriage and even the abuse of
children.” (Address of Benedict XVI to the Bishops of Thailand on
Their “Ad Limina” Visit, Friday, 16 May 2008)

“…The body can never be considered a mere object…; otherwise
the logic of the market would gain the upper hand. The body of
each person, together with the spirit that has been given to each
one singly constitutes an inseparable unity in which the image
of God himself is imprinted. Prescinding from this dimension
leads to a perspective incapable of grasping the totality of the
mystery present in each one. Therefore, it is necessary to put
respect for the dignity of the person and the protection of his/
her personal identity in the first place. As regards the practice
of organ transplants, it means that someone can give only if he/
she is not placing his/her own health and identity in serious
danger, and only for a morally valid and proportional reason.
The possibility of organ sales, as well as the adoption of
discriminatory and utilitarian criteria, would greatly clash with
the underlying meaning of the gift that would place it out of
consideration, qualifying it as a morally illicit act. Transplant
abuses and their trafficking, which often involve innocent people
like babies, must find the scientific and medical community
ready to unite in rejecting such unacceptable practices. Therefore
they are to be decisively condemned as abominable.” (Address
of Benedict XVI to Participants at an International Congress, “A
Gift for Life: Considerations on Organ Donation,” organized by
the Pontifical Academy for Life, 7 November 2008)
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2.4. Social and Cultural Aspects of Human
Trafficking
What are the sociological and cultural causes of human
trafficking? The sociological point of view attests to at least four
causes: a) devastating poverty, b) armed conflicts, c) rapid
industrialization, and d) exploding population growth. Each
culture has its own set of values that can lead people to choose
evil. Here two cultural causes of human trafficking in many
cultures will be examined: a) the curse of womanhood and b)
shame.

Social Causes of Human Trafficking

a) Devastating poverty. According to a UN report on modern
slavery, human trafficking is largely fueled by poverty. For
example, in Zimbabwe a number of girls are turning to
prostitution to survive increasing poverty. The impoverished
masses in every country represent an eco-nomic challenge. While
finding a job can be difficult enough for a man, an uneducated
and impoverished woman does not fit the profile that most legal
employers want from prospective employees. Desper-ate to
secure the well-being of their parents or perhaps of their own
children, a poor woman can become easy prey for a trafficker.

b) Armed conflicts. In recent decades a number of countries have
experienced – or are still experiencing – armed conflicts. These
conflicts have far-reaching impact on the population.  Families
fleeing from violence or looking for a more sustainable livelihood

pour into neighboring
countries. Refugees normally
walk a perilous path. They
become a minority in a new
society, are often without legal
standing, and sometimes
become victims of powerful
individuals who seek to exploit
them. Traffickers view such
populations as an excellent
source of possible victims.
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c) Rapid industrialization. Added to the chaos of civil conflict
is the dramatic leap some countries have made toward
industrialization. Their base of production shifts from
subsistence farming to cash-crop agricul-ture and manufacturing
(though certainly not at the same pace in every country). Peasant
families find it in-creasingly difficult to make a livelihood off
the land. In many cases they head to urban areas with the hope
of finding a job in a fac-tory. Although industrialization may
stimulate growth in the over-all economy, the distribution of
wealth is seldom evenly dis-tributed. An elite sector benefits
from the concentration of land and capital and makes financial
arrangements that do not take into account the needs of the poor
masses. Students of history recall that social crises also
accompanied the process of industrial-ization in the Western
world. While it is hoped that moderniza-tion in developing
countries will eventually bring economic progress to the many,
in the short term the poor get tossed about like flotsam on a
raging sea.

d) Exploding population growth. In many countries, especially
in Southeast Asia, over half the population today is less than
fifteen years old. Confronted with a scarcity of jobs and food,
local communities do not have sufficient resources for all of their
young people. As harsh as it sounds, the young are the first to
become expendable.

Slavery frequently raises its ugly head amid these and similar
disruptions to social stability.

Cultural Causes of Human Trafficking

a) The Curse of Womanhood. Girls in many cultures already face
discrimination at a young age. The first to be pulled out of school
in times of financial hardship, they bear the burden of caring for
younger siblings, doing the chores, and shouldering the primary
responsibility for the welfare of their parents.

b) Shame. Young girls from impoverished families are often
blamed for the destitution of their parents. “Good” daughters
should manage the health and welfare of their mothers and
fathers. An inability to do so translates into shame, so they may
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be willing to make any sacrifice
to change the family situation.

The community’s perception of
sexual purity also plays a major
role in a young girl’s shame.
Once an unmarried girl has lost
her virginity, she is considered
despoiled. It does not matter if
a family member sexually
abused her or if a stranger
raped her. Purity is all or
nothing – either you have it or
you don’t. Her family will treat
her as a blight to its honor, and
no “respectable” man will
want to marry her. The girl

might as well be sold into a life of prostitution, for she has lost
her innocence.

Traffickers and brothel owners alike use this cultural value to
manipulate girls. If a new recruit resists the idea of having sex
with a paying customer, the slaveholder might rape her himself
and say, “Now you are used goods; you might as well give
yourself to other men.” Tragically, the girl is apt to understand
the logic of this brutal indoctrination and resign herself to life in
the brothel. She has lost everything, since her family will reject
her and her neighbors will treat her as a pariah. And each day
that she remains, the possibility of rejoining a respectable
community life diminishes. She might as well live in exile.

2.5. Psychological Aspects of Human Trafficking
Why do people get involved in human trafficking? One common
answer is that there are individuals among us who are morally
evil. Such people become traffickers and pimps as well as the
clients of sexual slaves. Normal people do not mercilessly enslave
other human beings, torture them, and use them for their profit
– or so we think. Normal people do not use women, much less
children, as mere objects of sexual pleasure. Normal people do
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not use slave labor for profit: treating others as if they were not
human, secluding them, providing them insufficient food, and
not paying them for their work. Normal people do not deceive
other human beings in order to steal organs to replace the
nonfunctioning parts of their own bodies – much less kill people
to do this. The people who do such things are different from us,
we say. We would never do that.

But is this true? Theologian and psychologist Morton Kelsey25

has a different opinion. Meditating on the cross of Jesus and on
those who crucified him, he has had a number of insights which
may also shed some light on human trafficking.

Kelsey asks: How can humans treat other humans in this way?
How could they be so callous, so brutal, so unfeeling, so sadistic
and vicious, so cruel and hard? In his answer he refers to Fritz
Kunkel, who claims that underneath our ordinary personality
(the one we show to the public) each of us has a cellar in which
we hide the refuse and rubbish which we prefer not to see and
which we do allow others to see. And below that there is an
even deeper dungeon in which there are dragons and demons –
a truly hellish place, full of violence and hatred and viciousness.
Sometimes the demons escape from these lower levels, and it is
here where doing vicious things to others finds a home. In each
one of us, deep down in our very being, there is evil.

Scratch the surface of any person, and below we may discover a
beast or something worse than a beast. We don’t like to believe
this, but the facts indicate otherwise. Who were the ones who
ran the concentration camps of Nazi Germany, kept the gas ovens
fed, made lampshades of human skin, and performed mass
murder? Germany was among the most literate and educated
nations of the world. The temptation is to think that those
involved in the concentration camps were perverted monsters.
Yet most of them, until they stepped into these roles, had been
peaceful German citizens who had never hurt another person,
who lived quietly and peacefully at home. But then came a time
when the devils within them were let loose.

Were the Mongol hordes which followed Genghis Khan
composed of wild brutes? No, at home they were kind and loving
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to their wives and families. Yet, as they swept through Persia,
they slaughtered one hundred thousand people in a single city.
Once Attila died, the Huns became as gentle and peaceful as
any people in Europe. And yet Genghis Khan, Tamerlane, and

Attila were novices compared with
modern educated persons, who are
much more efficient and adroit at
disposing of human life.

Most individuals don’t want to face the
darkness of their own lives, since it is too
painful. The atrocities which occur in
every war – on both sides – are usually
performed by men and women who had
never done such things before. Below the
surface of human beings are the demons
of hate and revenge, avarice, bestiality,
and sheer destructiveness. These forces
surface in every part of the world in
every age – also today. Again and again
we read the stories of violence in our

daily papers, of the mass murders that still occur in various parts
of our world. Do we ask ourselves: “What makes people – even
young people – forget family and friends, their accomplishments
in school, and their plans for the future, and suddenly start killing
other human beings like themselves?” We don’t often ask the
question in this way. Perhaps we are likely to think, almost
smugly: “How different those horrible creatures are from the
rest of us. How fortunate I am that I could never kill or hurt
other people like they did.”

We do not like to stop and, in silence, look within. Sometimes
we hear a pounding on the floor of our soul, and when we open
the trap door which leads into the deep darkness, monsters
emerge that must be dealt with. There might emerge the
destructive brutality of Frankenstein’s monster or the deft and
skilled Aztec priest ready to sacrifice his next victim. We might
discover the slave trader with his whips and chains, the human
trafficker, or the pimp who uses brutality to keep his victim
enslaved. Every human being has a capacity for such evils under
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certain circumstances. Freud called it the “death wish,” Jung
the “demonic darkness.”

Usually this inhumanity toward others is kept under control by
society, especially by law and cultural expectations. But laws in
themselves are not strong enough to prevent human cruelty.
Numerous laws forbid beating others and physical torture, yet
human beings still manage to release their hatred and violence
in more-or-less acceptable ways. For example, it is impossible
to calculate how much misery, pain, and suffering are caused
by the human tongue through gossip, spiteful and jealous
remarks, lies and accusations. Human trafficking is the
consequence of human beings who are seized by the demons
which dwell below – demons of lust, possession, money, and
power. It shows what ordinary people can do when they fail to
recognize, confront, and control the monsters dwelling deep
within their lives.

Some religions turn their backs on human evil or claim that it
does not exist except in the human mind – and that it should
simply be ignored. Christianity asserts that evil cannot be
ignored or avoided. It must be faced both in ourselves and in
others. Why is there evil in the world? Why are brutality and
meanness to be found in all of us? Why do people suffer so much
pain, sorrow and tragedy? Christians relate such evils to original
sin. Human trafficking is but one example of original sin, of the
reality of human evil in this world.
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3. Part III: ACT
How should we respond to the evil of human trafficking? This
section will offer some suggestions for both individuals and
communities (religious houses, parishes, schools and pastoral
centers). Of course, interest in the issue and creativity are the
major resources for finding a response to the evil of human
trafficking.

3.1. Awareness Raising
People do not know what is happening. We Divine Word
Missionaries sometimes work in areas where human trafficking
is rampant without realizing it. Or perhaps we ourselves know
about its existence and yet are silent. We do not pass the
information on to the community we are serving. Perhaps we
are afraid. Perhaps we do not know what to do about it.
Whatever the reason, we cannot continue to look the other way
while people, particularly young women and children, are being
kidnapped, terrorized, raped, and murdered daily. We must raise
awareness about this issue; it must become part of our serious
discourse, like other issues in our parish ministry and in our
daily lives. There are many things which we can do that will

help:

Read a book

about human trafficking. If it
inspires you to act or if it’s
enlightening, recommend it to
others.

Organize lectures,

workshops, radio programs or
sermons for the people of your
community, school or parish.
Buy (or make) posters and kits
about human trafficking and
distribute them.
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Host a viewing

at your parish or community precincts of a documentary about
human trafficking. Fr. Michael Manning, SVD (USW) at Wordnet
Productions26 has produced two excellent interviews about
human trafficking (www.svdcuria.org). Watch it with your
community.27

Set community vigilance.

There may be cases of human trafficking occurring in your
neighborhood which you do not know about. Mobilize
yourselves to be vigilant and on guard. You can do your part by
establish-ing your own community vigilance committee.
Dedication, vig-ilance, and a passion to end slavery are the only
requirements.

Organize a forum

(or even an organization) at your parish, school or other setting.
Document a case and send it to our NGO VIVAT International
in New York, which is committed to tackle cases like this and to
present them to the United Nations Human Rights Council.

Write letters

to your local newspaper editors and let them know that your
community cares about human trafficking. Or you might write
a letter to your national lawmakers. If every lawmaker (senator,
congressman, member of parliament, state legislator, etc.) received
thou-sands of letters demanding aggressive action to end modern
slavery, there is no doubt that the requisite governmental and
institutional remedies would soon be adopted.

Sign petitions.

There are many being passed around by e-mail. Do not ignore
them. Your signature is important.

Post articles

about this issue in your community or parish newsletter or on
your personal website. Any and every action is a step towards
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liberation. A priority should be to talk about human trafficking
to the people in our sphere of influence. But first it is important
to gather sufficient facts about it.

Organize prayers and reflections

for victims of human trafficking and for the conversion of their
perpetrators and traffickers.

3.2. Prayers and Reflections
Below are three different stories about human trafficking. One
is told by a Divine Word Missionary and one by an SSpS Sister,
both of whom work with people affected by human trafficking.
It would be good to reflect on these stories – either privately or
in a community setting – in a prayerful atmosphere.

3.2.1. Story about Betrayal
Read the Following Story

On the webpage of the Catholic Relief Services appears this story from
Benin: When Marie was 4 years old, her father sold her for US
$330. He needed the money. And besides, he had other children.
He didn’t bother to tell his ex-wife, Marie’s mother. She found
out when she returned to the village one day to see her children
and discovered that Marie wasn’t there.

Marie was too young to understand what was happening. The
woman who bought her was a market trader, and Marie was
her whipping girl. She did what was asked of her. She worked
long hours cleaning the woman’s house and washing her
children’s clothes. Marie’s life became a rhythm of monotonous
labor and cold directives. But all that would pale and seem easy
compared to what would soon happen.

The woman who bought Marie had a son, who at the time was
close to 20 years old. He tried to rape Marie when she was 9.
Marie cried and ran toward her owner, hoping for protection.
The woman told Marie: I bought you for US $330. You let my
son do what he wants with you or you pay me back my US $330.
Then she beat her.
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At that moment, something clicked in Marie’s mind: This woman
isn’t a relative; my father sold me. She’d been worked like a slave
for years, beaten and never given an ounce of affection. Out of
options and with no one to turn to, she let the son rape her. It
happened more than once. Finally, she couldn’t take it anymore.
She had to escape.

Marie’s birth mother got wind of where her daughter was being
held. She showed up with gifts – corn, cassava and a chicken –
hoping that they would break the ice with the woman. She went
back again to pay her respects and grease the wheels before
asking for her daughter back. On the third visit, Marie’s mom
asked to take Marie home. The woman didn’t give an inch.

I bought Marie from her father, she said, and I don’t know you.
I don’t see the girl’s father, she continued, so Marie goes nowhere.

Marie didn’t recognize her mom. And the mom didn’t recognize
her daughter. When the woman revealed that Marie was
standing before her, mother and daughter both started to cry.

The woman must have sensed the urgency in Marie. She must
have known Marie was going to flee. But Marie wouldn’t be
stopped. Her aunt – her mom’s sister – helped her escape from
the woman’s house.

She made it back to her home
village. After five years, Marie was
home. But there were no hugs or
tears or welcomes. Villagers started
in on her almost immediately. They
asked her how she could have done
such a thing. How could she
disobey her father like that and run
away? There was only one solution,
the villagers said: She’d have to go
back.

But Marie wouldn’t think of it. The
only way out was to take her own
life. She fled the village before they could bundle her back to
that woman. She went to a nearby river and sat contemplating
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suicide. As she thought about drowning herself, a man walked
by. He asked her what she was doing. All those years of misery
brewing inside her finally came pouring out. Tears welled up in
her eyes, and she broke down. She told this complete stranger
everything. He took her to a nearby priest. The priest brought
her to Antoinette.

When Marie arrived at the Catholic Relief Services’ support
center for trafficked girls, Antoinette says she didn’t talk much.
She didn’t like men. But she found solace in the other girls – like
Chantal, who was trafficked young and was beaten when the
children of the woman she worked for messed up the house
Chantal had just cleaned. Mina, another girl, was beaten with a
strap. It’s not uncommon for girls to come to Antoinette with
scars.

Marie is better now. But when she is with people whom she
doesn’t know and when she has to think about her past, she
studies her hands. Her sad eyes avoid contact with strangers.28

Questions for Reflection and/or Sharing

What are your feelings about this story? What are your feelings
towards Marie’s father? Imagine yourself as a four-year old child
and your relationship with your father/mother. Did you ever
experience a feeling of betrayal when you were young? What
was it like?

Scriptural Reading

Psalm 3:2-9

How many are my foes, LORD! How many rise against me!
How many say of me, “God will not save that one.” But you, LORD,
are a shield around me; my glory, you keep my head high.

Whenever I cried out to the LORD, I was answered from the
holy mountain. Whenever I lay down and slept, the LORD
preserved me to rise again.

I do not fear, then, thousands of people arrayed against me on
every side. Arise, LORD! Save me, my God! You will shatter
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the jaws of all my foes; you will break the teeth of the wicked.
Safety comes from the LORD! Your blessing for your people!

The Pain of Betrayal

This psalm is attributed to David while he was suffering from
the betrayal of a family member – his own son Absalom. Marie
knows about such betrayal. Her own father betrayed her, for
she was sold into slavery by him.

Allow the reality of men, women, and children betrayed by
family members to sink in. Cry out to God on behalf of these
people.

Activity: Write your feelings to Him in a private letter between
you and your Creator, who also created Marie and loves her
and all people held in bondage. Exchange your distress over
this injustice for the assurance of deliverance that is promised
in this psalm.

Digging Deeper

Think of a four-year-old whom you may know. Most four-year-
olds in normal circumstances are in nursery school or still at
home. They are free to play. What are the activities that most of
these children are involved in? What are their greatest worries,
hopes, and fears?

Let’s revisit how Marie’s journey to slavery began. Her own
father sold her for US $330. What would have been Marie’s
greatest worries, hopes, and fears? Marie’s father sacrificed her
for his own needs. But how could he? Try to put yourself in his
shoes. Can you imagine doing the same?

Things to ponder: Do you think that local community members
knew about this? Did anyone notice Marie was missing from
the village? Did anyone ever see Marie and witness the horrid
treatment she received after she was sold? And what was their
response? Did they just turn a deaf ear, thinking “What can I
do?”

What do you think was the response of Joseph’s brothers in
Genesis 37:17-36, when they threw him into the cistern? Did
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they, as a community of brothers, turn a deaf ear to their little
brother’s cries for help? How did they respond to his tears and
to his pleas not to be entrapped inside the cistern? Are you like
Reuben, who delayed acting until it was too late? Judah chose
to traffic his brother into the hands of the Midianites rather than
murder Joseph. With whom do you identify in this ancient tale
of human trafficking?

Prayer of Response

Jesus, Marie’s story grips my heart. And when I want to block it
out so I don’t feel her pain, give me the courage to continue to
“look into the face” of her suffering, the way you look into the
face of my suffering. Jesus, you suffered for me, so that I can
follow in your footsteps (1 Peter 2:21).

Continue to open my eyes, increase my understanding, and give
me glimpses of hope for freedom for all like her and her family
who feel they have no choices. May all those who suffer find
their hope in you, Jesus. “He himself bore our sins in his body
upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter
2:24). Amen.29

3.2.2. Story about Caring from the Dutch Foundation of
Religious against the Trafficking of Women
Read the Following Story in a Small Group Setting

Sr. Juliet Mateo, SSpS, writes from the Netherlands: In 1991 a group
of religious from different congregations took the initiative to
do something against human trafficking and actively to show
solidarity with oppressed women in forced prostitution. Its first
objective was to work on prevention and on the dissemination
of information. It also wanted to offer practical support to victims
and to support a project that would help them to return to their
home countries. They were promised a better life by going to
Europe...! They were told that Europe is a place of milk and
honey...!
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Many unhappy girls and women and a
few men were promised a pleasant job, a
high salary, a happy marriage, etc. Many
believed that in a short time they would
get rich and could return to their own
country to help their families and
relatives. But the realities are different:
there is a high level of unemployment,
working and residence permits and entry
permits are needed, many women are
underpaid and often end up in
prostitution, the risk of getting HIV/AIDS
is very high, and the many beautiful
promises are false and not kept. To give a
few examples:

1. Anita could not find work. She took
a chance and signed a contract with
an agency which promised her a job
as a cultural dancer in Holland; the job does not exist and
as a result she was forced into prostitution.

2. Petra joined a pen pal club in the hope of finding a rich
foreign husband; her pen pal invited her to Germany, but
when she arrived the future husband turned out to be an
old alcoholic man who beat her up.

3. A Belgian tourist promised Ana a secretarial job in his hotel,
but upon arrival he took away her passport and forced
her into prostitution.

As one of 30 volunteers in the organization, the majority of whom
are retired missionaries and laity, I make my contribution by
disseminating information and accompanying victims. At
present I am accompanying a young lady of 26 from Ethiopia. I
experienced great joy when she informed me that she will never
go back to prostitution, despite the fact that as a prostitute she
was earning almost 2,000 euros each week (she now earns 1,200
euros each month in a cleaning job). She admits that now she is
happier and has peace of mind. I hope that somehow my and
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others’ involvement in this project will help others – especially
to avoid becoming victims of trafficking.

Here are some official statistics of victims in the Netherlands:
2004 - 403 victims; 2005 - 424 victims; 2006 - 579 victims; 2007 -
716 victims; 2008 - 809 victims. Registered cases prosecuted
(convicted): 2004 - 220 (103); 2005 - 220 (75); 2006 - 130 (63).

I would like to add that SRTV30 operates both a national and an
international network which seeks volunteers. A folder has been
made and translated into 49 languages and is distributed in over
80 countries. We appeal to all those concerned about this issue
to pass on information of the possible dangers involved in
migrating to Western Europe and elsewhere. The folders can be
downloaded from www.srtv.info.

Questions for Reflection and/or Sharing

What are your feelings about the story of this SSpS missionary
Sister and her companions? Is their work important? What could
be done to recruit more volunteers like them?

Scriptural Reading

Isaiah 58: 9-14

If you remove from your midst oppression, false accusation and
malicious speech; If you bestow your bread on the hungry and
satisfy the afflicted; Then light shall rise for you in the darkness,
and the gloom shall become for you like midday;

Then the LORD will guide you always and give you plenty even
on the parched land. He will renew your strength, and you shall
be like a watered garden, like a spring whose water never fails.

The ancient ruins shall be rebuilt for your sake, and the
foundations from ages past you shall raise up; “Repairer of the
breach,” they shall call you, “Restorer of ruined homesteads.”

If you hold back your foot on the sabbath from following your
own pursuits on my holy day; If you call the sabbath a delight,
and the LORD’S holy day honorable; If you honor it by not
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following your ways, seeking your own interests, or speaking
with malice --

Then you shall delight in the LORD, and I will make you ride
on the heights of the earth; I will nourish you with the heritage
of Jacob, your father, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Removing Oppression from your Midst

Do you really believe that this passage from Isaiah holds a key
that will help transform our hearts and eliminate this blight on
God’s creation called human trafficking? Why or why not?

Claiming God’s Promises

Mark all the promises in the scriptural passage above in red.
Mark all the “conditions” upon which those promises depend
in blue. What is your response to seeing the promises connected
to the conditions, or the actions, which we are called to do? Is
this found only in the Old Testament (see James 2:14-26)?

Digging Deeper

“…In a sun-scorched land … you will be like a well-watered
garden…” (Isa. 58:11). This text is full of amazing hope! Other
glimpses of hope appear in the story of the Foundation of
Religious against the Trafficking of Women.

What do you think may be the main obstacles the people from
this group may face in well-off western cultures?

- How would you feel if a home for rescued slaves were
opened up on your street? Next to your house? If not there,
where should they be?

- How would you feel if any of the following were walking
in your neighborhood?

- The gypsy homeless man in dirty clothing.

- The Caucasian prostitute who curses as she speaks.
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- The Latino man living in poverty who is obviously
uneducated.

What are the hidden values under which we operate? Which of
these matters most/least to us?

These reflections bring us to a very fundamental question: What
is the value of a human life? Does the ability to be a consumer
(i.e., to be able to buy practically whatever one wants whenever
one wants) affect the value of a human life? Obviously we will
answer NO to this question when it is presented so bluntly, but
how do we behave in the midst of a consumer society? Using
these examples, thoroughly examine your thoughts and feelings
in complete honesty. (This is not a time for judgment; it is simply
a time of examination. We must examine the implicit and
subconscious beliefs that drive us.)

There are many heroes in today’s world in the field of combating
human trafficking. What do all these heroes have in common?

David Batstone writes, “Not one of them went out looking for
slavery. Each simply reached out a compassionate hand to a
refugee in need or a homeless street child, and it exposed him
or her to the ugly undercurrent of human trafficking.”31

Try as we may, we can’t separate theory from practice. We can’t
fight slavery if we’re not willing to walk the “darker” streets
and get involved with those whose lives have been troubled.
This sounds frightening. Wouldn’t it be easier to forget all about
it? Why should we continue? Remember Isaiah 53. Christ came
to bring us His redemption song, and now His redemption song
has become our song; we are called to bring the song of
redemption to those who are song-less – actually voiceless. And
let us remember St. Paul, who explains that he has learned the
secret of being content in any circumstance – riches or poverty
(Philippians 4:11-13). He doesn’t change when the circumstances
around him do. He merely responds as the Spirit leads him.
Can we say the same?

Closing Prayer

Pray spontaneously using what you have reflected upon.
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3.2.3. Life Story of Human Trafficking and Forced Labor
Read the Following Story either as an Individual or in a Small
Group Setting

Fr. James Areechira, SVD, from Hong Kong, recounts: As usual, I
first visited the medical wards of the prisoners when I went for
my weekly prison visitation. As I was going from one ward to
the next I noticed this African man sitting alone and looking
very sad. Slowly approaching him, I began a conversation with
him. I introduced myself as a Catholic priest, and he said he
was also a Catholic. I could see tears coming out of his eyes. I
held his hands and asked him why he was so upset and sad.

Taking a deep breath, he began to open himself up. He told me
his name (upon his request I will not use his real name). He
likes to be called Joseph, so hereafter I call him that. Joseph is
from Tanzania. His passion was football. He played football all
the time. He represented his country in many matches with the
under-16 team. He played in Burundi, Congo, Kenya, etc. Many
of the matches in which he played were telecast in his country.
He wanted to continue his
football career. But at the age of
18 his life turned upside down.

One day a man approached him
and asked him whether he was
interested in playing in a football
league. All his life he dreamt of
playing in a league, and so
Joseph told the man that he was
very interested. That man told
him that the football teams in
Tanzania were not good and that
he would not be able to make
much money there. Then he said
that he knew many good football
teams in Kenya, and if Joseph
was willing to go with him to
Kenya, then he would find a
good team.
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After a few meetings with Joseph this man was able to convince
him to go and join a good football league in Kenya. Within a
few days he handed over his passport to this man, who arranged
an air ticket and visas for Joseph. Thinking of signing a contract
with a good football team in Kenya, he left Tanzania trusting his
new friend or mentor.

On his arrival in Nairobi, Kenya, Joseph stayed in a good hotel.
After a day there his new-found friend told Joseph that the teams
in Kenya do not pay much and that it would be much better for
him to go to Teheran in Iran. That year Iran had qualified for the
world cup. Again, believing the man, they traveled together to
Teheran through Qatar. Arriving in Teheran, he was taken to an
expensive hotel, where he stayed for 23 days. Day after day
Joseph asked the man when he would sign the contract and begin
his football career. The man told him that he was still looking
for a good football club and that Joseph needed to be patient.

After 20 days Joseph told the man that either he should find a
football club or send him back to his country. The man responded
that Joseph was brought to Teheran not to play football but to
carry drugs to Hong Kong. Joseph refused to do that. But the
man told him that if he would not carry drugs, Joseph would
have to pay back all the money he spent for his plane tickets,
accommodation, food etc. He also promised Joseph that if he
took a consignment of drugs to Hong Kong, he would be given
a reward of US $2000, which he could use for buying electronic
goods such as an MP3 player, a mobile phone, a laptop computer,
etc. Once he delivered the drugs, he would be free to go home.

He was broken and frightened. Joseph told the man that he did
not know anything about nor did have the courage to be a drug
carrier. The man told him that they would give him the training.
They wanted a physically strong man, since the person had to
swallow small packets of drugs packed in condoms. Their
carriers were given a few days of training, and once their bodies
were able to adjust they were sent to Hong Kong.

After 23 days in Teheran Joseph was sent to Hong Kong with
many packets of drugs in his stomach. On the way there he was
not allowed to eat anything. The journey was very tough for



Human Trafficking: Present-Day Slavery 69

him. On his arrival at Hong Kong airport his stomach was
causing him great difficulties. As he was passing through the
customs gate, the customs officers stopped him and questioned
him. They asked him whether he was carrying any drugs. They
told him that if he would not tell the truth they would keep him
in custody for several hours of observation. By this time he could
not bear his stomach pains any more. So he told them the truth,
was arrested, and kept in safe custody until the drugs came out.
He was later sentenced to 16 years in prison.

By the time he finished his sharing he was crying like a child,
holding my hands. He was so sad, and his dreams of a bright
future and a football career were broken like glass fallen on a
rock. I did not know how to console him. I promised to give him
a Bible the following week. With a heavy heart I returned home,
and on the way I could not help thinking about Joseph and his
life.

Questions for Reflection and/or Sharing

What are your feelings about this story? Are you bitter about all
that this young man had to go through? Why did it happen? He
just wanted to be a successful soccer player. Instead he ended
up in a prison in a foreign country for 16 years. Why did God
allow this to happen?

Scriptural Reading

Psalm 10

Why, LORD, do you stand at a distance and pay no heed to
these troubled times? Arrogant scoundrels pursue the poor; they
trap them by their cunning schemes.

The wicked even boast of their greed; these robbers curse and
scorn the LORD. In their insolence the wicked boast: “God
doesn’t care, doesn’t even exist.”

Yet their affairs always succeed; they ignore your judgment on
high; they sneer at all who oppose them. They say in their hearts,
“We will never fall; never will we see misfortune.”
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Their mouths are full of oaths, violence, and lies; discord and
evil are under their tongues. They wait in ambush near towns;
their eyes watch for the helpless to murder the innocent in secret.

They lurk in ambush like lions in a thicket, hide there to trap the
poor, snare them and close the net. The helpless are crushed, laid
low; they fall into the power of the wicked,

Who say in their hearts, “God pays no attention, shows no
concern, never bothers to look.” Rise up, LORD God! Raise your
arm! Do not forget the poor!

Why should the wicked scorn God, say in their hearts, “God
doesn’t care”? But you do see; you do observe this misery and
sorrow; you take the matter in hand. To you the helpless can
entrust their cause; you are the defender of orphans.

Break the arms of the wicked and depraved; make them account
for their crimes; let none of them survive. The LORD is king
forever; the nations have vanished from God’s land.

You listen, LORD, to the needs of the poor; you encourage them
and hear their prayers. You win justice for the orphaned and
oppressed; no one on earth will cause terror again.

Why?

Does your heart want to cry out with the question “why”? How
is it possible that 200 years after the transatlantic slave trade
was abolished we are still fighting this problem? What would
you say to his “whys?” if you were a priest/religious assisting
Joseph in prison?

The causes of human trafficking are many and varied. But they
ultimately boil down to the fact that despite laws, there are
people who choose to do evil for many reasons – above all
because they are motivated by greed, a lust for power, or
selfishness.

But why do “normal” people get caught up in this? Why do
parents choose to sell their children to a life of hell on earth? Let
us head to the “Sanctuary” to spend time with the One who can
handle the weight of these heavy questions.
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Blaming God

Wrapped up in the question “why?” is often an accusation
directed toward God. If God is truly good, how could He allow
this to happen?

God called Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.
Pharaoh continued to refuse Moses’ and Aaron’s request to let
God’s people go and to sacrifice to the Lord. Instead of granting
this request, Pharaoh demanded even more work from the
Israelites, who became angry because they perceived Moses and
Aaron were causing them more suffering and pain. They blamed
Moses and Aaron for their predicament, and Moses in turn
blamed God. There is certainly at least some sarcasm and blame
in his words to God: “Lord, why do you treat this people so
badly? And why did you send me on such a mission? Ever since
I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has maltreated this
people of yours, and you have done nothing to rescue them”
(Exodus 5:22-23).

But God can handle our blame and our accusations. Have you
ever asked God “why?” sarcastically, because you felt that you
were doing all you could to help bring people out of bondage
but did not see the desired results? Sometimes Christians are
counseled not to ask “why?” but simply to trust. Challenge
yourself to think of the question “why?” as a seed planted by
God to motivate us to intercede and to intervene in situations
that cause God’s heart to break.

The psalm makes it clear that the heart of the Lord is directed to
the abandoned and the oppressed. What is your response to that
truth? Do you share God’s heart? Let us once again go to God.
Ask God why. And listen to God’s promise to you. Jeremiah 33:3
reminds us to “call to me and I will answer you and tell you
great and unsearchable things you do not know.”

Group Activity

Go to a quiet place and there cry out to God. Then be quiet and
listen. Write down what you hear God saying to you. Then come
back to your group and share with others what you heard from
God.
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Prayer of Response

Lord, you are the God of justice. You rise up and hear the cries
of the helpless. You contend with the evil heart of humanity –
but only for a while. There will come a day when all the injustices
of the world will be made just and all the violators will be held
accountable. Just because we may not see your judgment in our
purview does not mean the wicked are not in your line of sight.
It’s in times like these we can place our trust in you. Amen.

3.2.4. Prayer for Traffickers and Their Victims
This prayer can be used as a community call and response, with a
congregation praying the words in italic. Or it can be use in private
prayer, meditating on the words before God.

Lord of all, we claim your justice, mercy, compassion, comfort
and freedom for the millions affected by human trafficking in
our world today. For the men, women and children enslaved by
fear, torture, dependency, entrapment and bonded labor, we ask
you to intervene with righteousness and grace.

God of all that is good, give freedom to captives and restore justice to
your world.

Lord, for the victims who are lured, trapped and exploited, we
ask comfort for their pain, healing for their hurts, courage to
speak out against their oppressors, and restorative hope both

for those who have been rescued
and for those yet to be rescued.

Holy Spirit, we ask you to heal and
restore the victims of human
trafficking with your transforming
power.

God of Justice, we pray for those
who enslave: the trafficker and
the abuser, the pimp and the
client, the slave master and the
unjust employer. We ask you to
stir them with your voice of
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justice and with your goodness. Speak to them in dreams,
thoughts and words and with lawful intervention. Help them
to understand their actions and understand your grace.

Jesus, our Redeemer, we pray for the hearts and minds of the oppressors:
traffickers and consumers.

Lord of hope, we claim your light for the darkest of situations.
Guide and equip those who care and intervene for victims. Give
wisdom and insight to those who pursue, prosecute and preside
over cases of trafficking. Give wisdom and repentance to the
traffickers as well.

Living hope, we ask your strength for all that we need to be and to do to
stop human trafficking. Help us to be fervent in prayer and in action.

Lord of all, we want to see your Kingdom come and your will
be done. We know that trafficking is against your very nature,
and we pray for a real end to this horrific slavery.

God of all that is good, help us to be people of prayer and of action,
people who speak your truth and justice to the world around us. Help
us to use our time, our resources and our energy to overcome, by your
power, the evil that is human trafficking and to claim the victory that
is already ours. Amen!32
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Recommended readings
There are numerous books about human trafficking available today.
Among the best are the following. The first two are the main sources
for this booklet. They are highly recommended to the reader.

English:
Siddharth Kara. Sex Trafficking: Inside the Business of Modern Slavery.
New York: Columbia University Press, 2009.
David Batstone. Not For Sale: The Return of the Global Slave Trade – and
How We Can Fight It. New York: Harper Collins, 2007.
E. Benjamin Skinner. A Crime So Monstrous: Face-To-Face with Modern-
Day Slavery. New York: Free Press (a division of Simon & Shuster, Inc.),
2008.
Craig McGill. Human Traffic: Sex, Slaves & Immigration. London: Vision
Paperbacks (a division of Satin Publications, Ltd.), 2003.
Louisa Waugh. Selling Olga: Stories of Human Trafficking and Resistance.
London: Phoenix (a division of Orion Books, Ltd.), 2007.
Zach Hunter. Be the Change: Your Guide to Freeing Slaves and Changing
the World. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007.

Spanish:
García Aran, Mercedes. Trata de Personas y Explotación Sexual. Editorial
Comares – Granada - España. Primera edición Septiembre 2006
Lopez, Gemma: La trata de personas con fines de explotacion sexual. Caritas
Española 2009, Nº Edición: 1ª, Año de edición: 2009, Plaza edición:
Barcelona
Fundación Esperanza, Trafico de personas en Colombia. Naufragio de
sueños. 2002. http://www.fundacionesperanza.org.co/joomla/
descargas/Libros/Naufragio.pdf
UNODC: Manual para la lucha contra la trata de personas. Programa
mundial contra la trata de personas. 2009. http://www.unodc.org/
documents/human-trafficking/07-89378_spanish_E-Book.pdf
Agùstin L.M. Cruzafronteras atrevidas: otra visión de las mujeres migrantes,
en miranda M.J., Mujeres extranjeras en prisión. Madrid, Universidad
Complutense. http://www.scribd.com/doc/16854679/AHOTSAK1.
OIM (Stefano Volpicelli ed.): Comprender y luchar contra la trata de
personas. Contenidos del Seminario para Religiosas, Roma, OIM 2004.
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Useful Human Trafficking Links
- Stop Trafficking newsletter serves as a forum for exchange

among religious congregations and their collaborating
organizations: http://www.stopenslavement.org/index.html

- COATNET, an international ecumenical network that
unites organizations, congregations and international
networks of Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant identities
with the common aim of working against trafficking in
human beings: www.coatnet.org

- SDS Hope House, Inc.: http://www.stopenslavement.org/CA-
CCC-SE/hopehouse.html

- Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT):
http://www.ungift.org/

- Not For Sale: http://www.notforsalecampaign.org/

- International Organization for Migration, Moldova, FAQ:
http://www.iom.md/faq_ht.html

- USCCB (US Conference of Catholic Bishops): http://
www.usccb.org/mrs/traffickingweb.html

- Ricky Martins Foundation:
http://www.rickymartinfoundation.org/english/programs/
no_to_human_trafficking.aspx

- Forced Labor: http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/adjunctprofs/
2008/03/us-v-sabhanani.html

- Human Trafficking Search:
http://www.humantraffickingsearch.net/

- Freedom for Girls: http://www.freedomforgirls.com/

- For a World Without Slavery: http://ww.polarisproject.org/

- US Department of Health and Human Services:
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking/
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- Act to Prevent Trafficking (APT) – Ireland:
http://www.aptireland.org/

- African Network against Human Trafficking (ANATH)

- Asia Pacific Women Religious against Trafficking in
Humans (APWRATH)

- Australian Catholic Religious against Trafficking in
Humans (ACRATH): http://www.acrath.org.au/

- Comissão De Apoio As Vitimas Do Trafico De Pessoas
(CAVITP)

- Comité D’action Contre la Traite Humaine à l’interne et à
l’international (CATHII) – Canada

- Committee for the Support of the Dignity of Women
(COSUDOW)

- Congregaciones Religiosas Católicas Contra El Trafico De
Seres Humanos – Albania

- Counter Women Trafficking Commission of IBSI
(Association of Major Superior of Women Religious in
Indonesia)

- Dutch Foundation of Religious Against Trafficking in
Women (SRTV): www.srtv.info

- International Network of Religious Against Trafficking in
Persons (INRATIP)

- Pro Demnitatea Femeii – Romania

- Red de Religiosas/os Contra la Trata y Trafico de Personas
– Republica Dominicana

- Rede Um Grito Pela Vida – Brazil:
http://redeumgritopelavida.blogspot.com/
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- The European Network of Religious Against Trafficking
(RENATE): http://www.renate-europe.net/

- Siggil Mbindif – Senegal Southern African Women
Religious against Trafficking in Persons (SARWATIP)

- Ufficio Tratta Donne e Minori (USMI) – Italy

- Women Religious of Thailand

- Network against Human Trafficking (NATH):
http://www.iowanaht.org/

- East Asia and Pacific Web site to combat human
trafficking: http://www.humantrafficking.org/

- Salvation Army:
http://www1.salvationarmy.org.uk/uki/www_uki.nsf/vw-
dynamic-arrays/025D829BF4D3A2DF8025744A003FF0B7

Watch video at YouTube (http://www.youtube.com). Simply type
“Human Trafficking” and plenty of videos appear; e.g.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pm7vyEYJAmY&feature=related
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Notes
1 Zach Hunter, Be the Change: Your Guide to Freeing Slaves

and Changing the World (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
2007), pp. 13-14.

2 David Batstone, Not For Sale: The Return of the Global Slave
Trade – and How We Can Fight It (New York: Harper Collins
Publishers, 2007), pp. 1-2.

3 The theme of human trafficking in this booklet is developed
according the Latin American model of social analysis: SEE-
JUDGE-ACT.

4 Article 3.
5 Siddharth Kara, Sex Trafficking: Inside the Business of

Modern Slavery (New York: Columbia University Press,
2009), pp. 4-5.

6 Kara, Sex Trafficking, pp. 115-116.
7 Kara, Sex Trafficking, p. 18.
8 Wherever we use term women we also mean men, because

young men and boys are subject to sexual exploitation and
forced prostitution as well.

9 http://www.webster.edu/~woolflm/trafficking.html
10 From the lecture: “The Demand: Where Sex Trafficking

Begins,” given by Professor Donna M. Hughes, Carlson
Endowed Chair in Women’s Studies at the University of
Rhode Island in the conference: A Call to Action: Joining
the Fight Against Trafficking in Persons, organized by the
U.S. Embassy and the Holy See at the Pontifical Gregorian
University, Rome, June 17, 2004.

11 David Batstone, Not For Sale, p. 1-2.
12 No. 29 (1930), Article 2.1.13 Article 2.2.14 No. 105, adopted

in 1957.
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15 United Nations Development Program.
16 By Mark Franchetti, Moscow, http://www.vachss.com/

help_text/archive/body_parts.html. Originally published in The
Sunday Times, July 29, 2001.

17 The Vienna Forum to Fight Human Trafficking, 13-15
February, 2008, Austria Center Vienna. Background paper:
011 Workshop: “Human Trafficking for the Removal of
Organs and Body Parts,“ p. 1.

18 David Batstone, Not For Sale,  pp. 203-206.
19 David Batstone, Not For Sale, pp. 208-211.
20 David Batstone, Not For Sale, pp. 215-217.
21 Kara, Sex Trafficking, pp. 37-41.
22 David Batstone, Not For Sale, pp. 171-173.
23 Written by Fr. Tim Lenchak, SVD
24 Source: A Catholic Response Webpage: http://users.binary.net/

polycarp/slave.html
25 Morton T. Kelsey: The Cross: Meditations on the Seven Last

Words of Christ (New York: Paulist Press, 1980), pp. 72-78.
26 www.wordnet.tv
27 http://www.svdcuria.org/public/jpic/2010/1002ht.mp4 ,

http://www.svdcuria.org/public/jpic/2010/1002sht.mp4
28 The story comes from the webpage of the Catholic Relief

Service, Benin: http://crs.org/benin/escaping-trafficking/
29 Prayers for this last section come from the pdf book: Set the

Captives Free: Bible Study, by Shirley Love Rayburn and
Danielle Paxton, from the webpage: http://
www.notforsalecampaign.org/resources/. They were altered and
adapted.
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30 Stichting Religieuzen Tegen Vrouwenhandel, meaning
Foundation of Religious against the Trafficking of Women.

31 David Batstone, Not For Sale, p. 15.
32 From: http://www1.salvationarmy.org.uk/uki/

www_uki.nsf/vw-dynamic-index/
7F7C63D5F85D5A59802574C10045C8DA?Opendocument



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




