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RENATE President, Imelda Poole, 

IBVM, awarded an MBE in 

recognition for her outstanding 

service in combatting Human 

Trafficking and Modern Slavery. 

On Saturday 9 June 2018,  Imelda 

Poole, IBVM, 

President of 

RENATE, was 

made a 

Member of the 

Order of the 

British Empire 

(MBE) in 

Queen 

Elizabeth’s 

Birthday 

Honours list 

2018, for her 

achievements and services to end 

Modern Slavery. 

On the announcement of the award, 

the British Ambassador to the Holy 

See, Ms. Sally Axworthy, said: ‘’I am 

delighted to learn that Sr. Imelda Poole 

has been awarded this honour be Her 

Majesty the Queen. It is well-deserved 

recognition of Sr. Imelda’s outstanding 

service in combatting human trafficking 

and modern slavery, through the 

European Religious sisters’ anti-

trafficking network RENATE which she 

leads, and through Talith Kum, the 

Religious sisters’ worldwide anti-

trafficking network. Sister Imelda is a 

key ally in Her Majesty’s government’s 

campaign to eradicate modern slavery. 

It is wonderful to see such a 

distinguished friend of this Embassy 

honoured in this way.’’ 

On learning of 

her award, Sister 

Imelda said:’’ 

This is an honour 

which I accept on 

behalf of the 

Female Religious 

and co-workers 

who are 

contributing, 

through the 

mission of many 

international 

networks such as RENATE, to 

combating modern day slavery and on 

behalf of the dedicated staff of Mary 

Ward Loreto in Albania who are 

passionate in this same cause. May 

this award expose even further the 

terrible crime of human trafficking 

which, as Pope Francis has declared, 

is a crime against humanity itself.’’ 

Read more about Imelda in the case 

study written by HM Ambassador Sally 

Axworthy: www.gov.uk/government/ca

se-studies/fighting-modern-slavery to 

mark International Women’s Day 2017. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/fighting-modern-slavery
http://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/fighting-modern-slavery
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Welcome from Imelda Poole, 
IBVM, RENATE President.  

At present in Albania it is more like winter, here, high up in the mountains of 

Razem where I am writing this piece for the RENATE newsletter,  the beauty 

of the mountains is covered with a mist.  It is raining and cold. The world 

cup is on the Television and all is well with the world – well is it?  Two days 

ago  five million euros were stopped from being taken through the port of 

Durres.  A truck carrying a fleet of cars was about to import the money in 

one of the boots of these cars.  The police on both sides of the border were 

involved in this deception. How can it be true that day by day the numbers 

of the trafficked increase whilst the money in the hands of criminals grows 

into the billions.  Who has a care at the highest level to stop such a crime? Who, at the highest level, 

is involved in the crime?  How can there be such a lack of good will on the part of the leaders, to 

engage the highest level thinkers in eliminating human trafficking from the globe.  This crime is 

bringing in billions of dollars, taken by traffickers, who ply their trade shamelessly on the back of 

vulnerable people.  Sisters all around the world work at the coal face and see the suffering of the 

oppressed and the exploited. They say with one voice, this cannot go on, enough is enough. Is it so 

difficult for the corporate action of governments, in this sophisticated super intelligent world, to find 

a solution to cyber trafficking, labour trafficking,  sex trade trafficking, organ trafficking? Is there any 

good will to confront this crime and for all to say: ‘Yes, we can!’ 

Imelda. 

 

 

 

ANDANTE STUDY DAYS STRASBOURG – APRIL 2018- Marie Helene Halligon, olcgs and Adina 

Balan, cj, RENATE Core Group members. 

Fifty nine women from 13 countries in 

Europe gathered in the “Centre Culturel St 

Thomas” from the 20 – 24 April, to pray, link 

and work together as representatives of our 

European Organizations on the topic: 

MIGRATION IN AND TO EUROPE FROM 

A WOMAN’S PERSPECTIVE. 

 “Coming to an international gathering like 
the Andante Study Days, one of the great 
benefits is meeting women from all parts of 
Europe and of different backgrounds. Our 
hope is that you will make new friends, 
renew old friendships, and form networks 
that will inspire you personally as well as the 
organization that you present.”   (ANDANTE Letter – March 2018) 

 Full report: ANDANTE STUDY DAYS STRASBOURG – APRIL 2018. 

http://www.renate-europe.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/ANDANTE-2018-compilation-from-Marie-Helene-and-Adina-Strasbourg.pdf
http://www.renate-europe.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/ss.jpg
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UISG Seminar on Women Religious Living and Working on 
the Frontlines- Combatting Human Trafficking and 

Promoting Reconciliation.  

 

Patricia Murray, IBVM, US Ambassador 
Callista Gingrich & H.E. Archbishop Paul 

Gallagher. 

Co-hosted by the Union of Superiors 

General, the US Embassy to the 

Holy See and Solidarity with South 

Sudan, at the heart of the seminar 

were Religious sisters sharing 

stories from the frontline. 

Delegates attending heard of the 

work of sisters ministering in Africa, 

Asia, Latin America and the Middle 

East, aiming to build peace and empower other women at grassroots level in some of the 

most deprived and violent countries and socio-economic contexts. 

The importance of education and awareness-raising, collaboration with both government and 

civil society was emphasised by sisters who spoke of their work to combat human trafficking, 

prostitution and the cyber porn industry. 

Other sisters shared personal stories about accompaniment of victims of conflict and 

violence, where sometimes even the sisters themselves fell victim to such violence. 

Archbishop Paul Gallagher, Vatican Secretary for Relations with States, paid tribute to the 

sisters’ courageous and selfless work as shared at the seminar, stating: ‘’For me, these are 

all examples of Religious women living …and working on the front lines, living out their faith, 

having to draw on all the resources of their faith and of the spirituality of their individual 

congregations and giving enormous witness to the Church and to Christ.’’  

  

RENATE members to co-present at the World Meeting of Families, Ireland. 21–26 August 2018. 

RENATE members who are also members of MECPATHS Ireland (Mercy Efforts to Counter 

Prostitution and Trafficking in Hospitality Sector) and APT Ireland (Act to prevent Trafficking),  have 

secured a 90 minute time-period in which they will co-present information about Human Trafficking. 

The work shop entitled ‘’An open wound on the body of contemporary society,’’ (Pope Francis), will 

take a look at how Human Trafficking pervades contemporary society and the global and family 

responses towards healing. 

Mr. Kevin Hyland, OBE, outgoing UK Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner will be the keynote 

speaker and afterwards will share the panel of guest speakers comprising Mia de Faoite, a survivor; 

Sr. Mary Ryan, rsm, (APT, MECPATHS and RENATE); Sr. Mairin McDonagh, rjm, (APT and RENATE) 

and JP O’ Sullivan (MECPATHS). 
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RENATE members take opportunity at Summer 
Festivals, to raise awareness about 

Human Trafficking and encourage 
others to play their part in 

prevention. 

RENATE member Maria Luis Puglisi 

and her colleagues took the 

opportunity at the Granada festival 

of the south, which is celebrated 

from 3 to 10 June, by presenting a 

day-long  exhibition to raise 

awareness about Human Trafficking 

and Exploitation. 

They set up an information stand and 

met with countless of people over the week, 

thereby heightening awareness about the realities of violence towards women as well as 

sharing information about their work against human trafficking. 

Maria Luisa and her colleagues also presented the exhibition of their work in Togo, where 

they also screened a documentary film about Human Trafficking ‘’Trata di Evitarla.’’ 

It was a good opportunity to bring home the reality of being actively engaged as a citizen. 

More at Fundación de Solidaridad Amaranta 

https://www.facebook.com/242455492499648/posts/1750707618341087/ 

TRAINING EVENTS. 

 

Joint Training event on Fundraising- 
organised by RENATE member MWL Albania 

and the ARISE Foundation, UK.  

42  participants including RENATE 

members, attended a special two-day 

training seminar on Fundraising and how 

best to work with donors. The seminar 

was jointly organised by both the ARISE 

Foundation and the Mary Ward Loreto 

Foundation (MWL), in Albania, catering to 

participants from 5 East European 

countries. 

Through presentations, group discussions 

and analysis of case studies, the seminar 

covered all aspects of the grant 

application cycle, from researching and 

sourcing funders to proposal-writing. A 

very significant component of the overall 

training was building capacity to build and 

maintain strong relationships with donors. 

Ms. Kate Horner, Managing Director of 

‘Forward Motion Strategies’ based in 

Boston, USA, facilitated the training. 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryWardLoret

o/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/242455492499648/posts/1750707618341087/
https://www.facebook.com/MaryWardLoreto/
https://www.facebook.com/MaryWardLoreto/
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RENATE Member, Stanka Oršolić, writes 
about attending the Innovative Management 
and Innovative Culture (IMIC) Workshop – 
the ERSTE NGO Academy Foundation. 

The workshop Innovation Management 

and Innovation Culture (IMIC) took place 

from 28- 29 March, 2018, at the Vienna 

University of Economics and Business. 

This was the fourth workshop organized 

by the ERSTE NGO Academy Foundation 

which Stanka had an opportunity to 

attend. Previous workshops covered 

Leadership; Successfully leading teams 

and oneself;  Organizational design for the 

21st century. The trainer of this most 

recent IMIC workshop was Mr. Björn 

Schmitz, owner of the consulting firm 

Phil!iomondo and an expert in innovation 

management, business planning, 

collaboration, scaling and organizational 

development.  

The following were the key areas from the 

IMIC workshop, designed so as to give 

participants the opportunity to discuss and 

analyse from the context of the challenges 

encountered in their daily work:  

• Some approaches for creating and 

realizing ideas; 

• How our innovation fits with the 

customer’s demands; 

• Analysis of organizational culture and 

innovation management; 

• Reflection on our personal leadership 

style. 

 

RENATE Annual Training event – Theme for 2018    ‘’Human Trafficking and Trauma: Care for the 
Victims and Care for the Carers.’’ 
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30 RENATE members attended training on the above theme, 

which took place at the Pallotti House Conference Centre, 

Freising, Germany. The training was tailored specifically for 

RENATE members who in their work, have to address trauma and trauma-related issues. 

Amongst the themes covered were: Psychotraumatology-short theoretical background, features and 

symptomatology; Working with victims of sexual abuse- a spiritual, practical approach; Burnout-

signs and features, prevention, psycho-hygiene; Trauma Therapy with victims of sexual exploitation 

in Germany; Spiritual counselling with Victims of Trafficking in Nigeria. 

Amongst those contributing to the training were Sr. Anne Marie, who spoke on behalf of Sr. Dr. Lea 

Ackerman, Foundress of SOLWODI; Sr. M. Regina Pröls, Vice-President of the German Conference of 

Religious Superiors; Dr. Ingeborg Kraus lead on the theme of ‘’Trauma Therapy with victims of sexual 

exploitation in Germany.’’ Dr. Joana Terezieva, shared with us her research specific to the week’s 

training, while Mrs. Helga Gayer from the German Federal Criminal Police Human Trafficking Unit 

and Mrs. Weimar from the local police authority, gave us interesting and varied insights into the role 

of the police in the whole area of human trafficking in Germany; Dr. Alexander Kalbarczyk of the 

German Bishop’s Conference’s Working Group on Human Trafficking gave generously of his time to 

us throughout the week, as did Fr. Klaus Mertes, sj. Bishop Dr. Stefan Heße, of the Santa Marta 

Group also joined us for input and sharing.  

Liturgy and reflections supported the work of each day and a  visit to SOLWODI Augsburg was one of 

the many highlights of an excellent week of training, networking and the sharing of best practices.  

Full report is available at the Member’s Area of the RENATE website www.renate-europe.net 

 

RENATE members participate in the March for Survivors- organised by Le Nid Movement. 

 

The wonderful initiative March 

of Survivors, was organized 

by Le Nid Movement, on the 

occasion of this special 

commemorative year: slavery has 

been abolished 170 years ago! It 

is always an event which stirs 

ones emotions at the deepest level. 

Before this March of Survivors took 

place, an Exhibition, 

« L’Envol » (meaning when 

several birds are taking flight 

together) was organized in 

collaboration with « Imagora. » The 

exhibition lasted several weeks, 

shown on the walls of the Department Hall in 

Strasbourg, where we attended the Conference given by Grégoire Théry (CAP International) 

on Monday, 4 June, to celebrate their fantastic effort. 

http://www.renate-europe.net/
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Our Good Shepherd community was able to support the 

event at its beginning… and throughout! 

On the 25 May, we waited in front of the Bas-Rhin Department Hall for the official start of this 

march. Friends, walkers and representatives of the authorities were present before the hour 

to welcome the brave: 10 steps, 300 kilometers to “make visible these invisible women” and 

raise awareness about every stage of prostitution and human trafficking. 

With the help of Facebook, we accompanied them on the journey as you can see on the 

poster, but we could not feel the fatigue, the solidarity, the good atmosphere, the resources, 

the search for places to sleep (at hostels, at Sisters’ convents …) the effort to leave together 

each morning, the walkers or the young people met and sharing. A walk that “healed” one of 

the survivors from the desert walk she had taken to Libya, without shoes, water or food, in a 

hostile environment and with sometimes hostile companions … 

Grégoire Théry painted the picture of the aberrations of a legislation that fights against the 

Trafficking in Human Beings, but does not include prostitution, through practical 

“arrangements” to continue to satisfy the demand for sexual services. Several countries – 

including France – have abolitionist legislation, but are slow to implement. 

Rozen and her friends are considering a European march, and why not name it ‘’World 

Survivors’’…more to follow! 

Please find below the article in French language: 

La marche des survivantes – Mouvement du Nid, Strasbourg – Mai/juin 2018 

CELEBRATIONS!  

 

We celebrate with our members in Greece at the Damaris House, as they share the wonderful 

success stories about supporting trafficked and exploited women over the past two years. The girls 

come from the Dominican Republic, Greece, Romania and several African countries and thanks to 

Damaris, are gradually growing in confidence as they transition from victim to survivor.  

Almost all of the trafficked women at Damaris house have also come to Greece as refugees, through 

Turkey to the Greek islands of Lesvos and Chios. Our friends at Damaris house continue to grow 

partnerships with Christian initiatives on the Greek islands with the aim of moving trafficked women 

out of refugee camps and into the programme at Damaris. When new women come to the house, 

they not only receive a safe place to rest and raise their family, but also access to education and 

recovery through our day-programmes. The day programmes help teach women necessary skills for 

http://www.renate-europe.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/MH-La-marche-des-survivantes-june-2018.pdf
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their healing, such as anger management, self-esteem, 

parenting, budgeting, healthcare, healthy relationships, the 

Greek language, and the 12 Steps Recovery Program.  

Plans for the future include the purchase of a second house, which will act as a base for stage two 

rehabilitation. The purchase of two additional apartments is also planned, which will give further 

independence to women who have progressed from Stage 1 and Stage 2 of rehabilitation. Plus, 

building a business which will help provide employment opportunities is in the pipeline.  

More at www.renate-europe.net 

 

 

RENATE continues to extend its possibilities for a seat at the table of the Council of 
Europe. 

At the invitation of ANDANTE 

members, RENATE member Marie 

Hélène Halligon, olcgs, attended a 

meeting which considered ‘’Ten years of 

Implementation of the Convention on 

Action against Trafficking in Human 

Beings: Impact and Challenges ahead.’’  

The conference, organized during the 

Croatian Chairmanship of the Committee of 

Ministers of the Council of Europe, took 

place on 22 May 2018 at the “Palais de 

l’Europe” in Strasbourg, France. It brought 

together political leaders, anti-trafficking experts, civil society activists, as well as representatives of 

academia and business. 

The conference examined the impact of the Council of Europe Anti-Trafficking Convention on State 

Parties’ law, policy and practice, and in particular on improving the situation and rights of victims of 

http://www.renate-europe.net/
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trafficking. An emphasis has been placed on the human 

rights-based and victim-centred approach by the Convention 

and the positive obligations of States to prevent trafficking, 

protect victims, prosecute traffickers and engage in international co-operation in order to achieve 

the purposes of the Convention.             More at www.renate-europe.net  

 

RENATE attendance at 8th International Symposium on Human Trafficking and Migrant 
Smuggling- Public Policy Exchange. 

In light of the European Union’s new commitment 

to adopt new targeted actions to combat the 

growing challenge of human trafficking, this timely 

international symposium provided an invaluable 

opportunity to discuss and analyse effective 

mechanisms to prevent, address and strengthen 

multi-agency response. Delegates had the 

opportunity to share best practice and discuss 

ways to protect the victims of human trafficking. 

RENATE members present took the opportunity to 

make new and further connections with delegates 

attending, so as to extend the network of supports available 

to victims but also to ensure collaborative capacities towards awareness and prevention of Human 

Trafficking.  Research by Verisk Maplecroft highlighted Greece, Italy, Cyprus, Romania and Bulgaria 

as the five countries posing the highest risk in the EU, all of which are key entry points for migrants 

who are particularly vulnerable to human trafficking and exploitation. Full report at: 

http://www.renate-europe.net/8th-annual-international-symposium-human-trafficking-migrant-

smuggling-17-april-2018-brussels-organised-public-policy-exchange/ 

 

Report on Council of Europe Human Trafficking Awareness-raising Project for Young 
People. 

 

http://www.renate-europe.net/
http://www.renate-europe.net/8th-annual-international-symposium-human-trafficking-migrant-smuggling-17-april-2018-brussels-organised-public-policy-exchange/
http://www.renate-europe.net/8th-annual-international-symposium-human-trafficking-migrant-smuggling-17-april-2018-brussels-organised-public-policy-exchange/
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On 18 October 2017, several classes from an Alsatian college 

participated in an event organized by the Council of Europe 

to raise awareness about the fight against trafficking and 

exploitation. 

During the academic year, they worked with others to discover more about the existence of Human 

Trafficking and its different forms. On 19 June 2018, these students presented the fruit of their work 

to the Secretary of GRETA and its assistants, as well as the Associations that were present during the 

sensitization (SOS-Caritas France, NDC of the Good Shepherd, Association Themis …). Each small 

team of 2 or 3 students explained the work involved and the results -displays, 3D realization, filmed 

interviews and even animated film. 

Full report at: www.renate-europe.net  

 

 

RENATE attendance at 10th meeting of the E.U. Civil Society Platform against Human Trafficking. 

Five RENATE members participating on 
behalf of their respective Country 

organisations, L to R: Poland, Slovakia, 
Malta, Albania, Lithuania. 

Approximately 100 

representatives of Civil Societies 

from various European countries 

attended the Platform, attending 

both Plenary session as well as 

workshops over a two day-period, 

28-29 May, 2018. 

Topics covered included exploring 

how to disrupt organised criminal 

networks ; Provision of better 

access to and realisation of the rights 

of those who have been trafficked; Focus on joint efforts to identify the root causes of Human 

Trafficking and the importance of eliminating all forms of violence against girls and women. 

Full report at: www.renate-europe.net  

 

Be part of the RENATE Network: 

Email: Communications@renate-europe.net 

Join us on Twitter :  @RenateEurope1   

                                                                                       Follow us on Facebook.    

 Sign up for Website membership www.renate-europe.net  

Anne Kelleher, Editor. 

http://www.renate-europe.net/
http://www.renate-europe.net/
mailto:Communications@renate-europe.net
http://www.renate-europe.net/

