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Welcome from the President  
Sister Imelda Poole,  IBVM 

As 2016 draws to a close and the New Year of 2017   
approaches, the new paradigm of Networks of  Partner-
ships seems to be stronger than ever before.   
Wars are on the increase and the numbers of fleeing 
people grow into their thousands yet this new thinking 
is gathering momentum as a way forward in which the 
traditional private bodies that have divided govern-
ments, philanthropies and private enterprise for dec-
ades is being slowly replaced with networks of partner-
ships working together to create a globally happy,   

prosperous and ethical society.  
It is a dream shared by many people and already RENATE is being invited 
into some of these networks of partnerships to work more creatively and 
collaboratively to combat human trafficking, an ever –growing clandestine 
trade that shames our present day reality.  
We are living in a time when it is recognised that those at the grass roots 
have a wisdom which cannot be overlooked, the listening ear is more im-
portant than the chattering masses.  
Victims of trafficking need their voices to be heard. They are the leaders in 
any significant change. The vulnerable to being trafficked also need to be 
active participants in these partnerships.   
It will only be possible to combat this crime when all the protagonists are 
working together both virtually and concretely. Perhaps this is one of the 
most vital Christmas messages for our time. Jesus needs to be ‘let in,’  He 
needs to be given a voice wherever he is suffering .He needs to be heard as a 
witness of the truth and as a prophet for change. 
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RENATE Assembly Statement. 12th November, 2016 

Pope Francis makes it clear that human trafficking 
'violates the God-given dignity of so many of our brothers and sisters and con-
stitutes a true crime against humanity.'  
“Indeed, he made the eradication of human trafficking a mark of his papacy 
from the outset. His fearless denunciation of the evil of trafficking has strength-
ened the resolve of RENATE members to end its practice, working collabora-
tively, particularly through protection and prevention programmes. 
 
To this end, together with Church, State and Civil Society, in conjunction with 
realising the UN Sustainable Development Goals, RENATE Network is com-
mitted to: 

- working tirelessly to rehabilitate victims, free the world of labour 
exploitation, slavery and forced organ harvesting.  

- addressing the root causes of systemic injustice that creates and sus-
tains this vile trade in human lives. 

- using its network to strengthen communication and co-operation 
between countries of origin, transit and destination. 

-  providing opportunities for the full reintegration of victims -  includ-
ing protection in a safe home, acquisition of proper documents and 
training for meaningful work so that victims can regain and be enabled 
to live it to the full. 

-- educating society, particularly youth, to view all forms of human 
trafficking and exploitation as totally unacceptable. 

- challenging judicial and civil authorities to adopt and enforce legisla-
tion that protects victims, provides them with adequate compensa-
tion, punishes clients and buyers and seizes the assets of perpetrators.   

Sicily—immigration and 
human Trafficking  

 

Sr. Valeria Gandini spoke to the As-
sembly about the work being done in 
Sicily by the Comboni sisters to sup-
port migrants who may have been or 
are in danger of being trafficked.  
 
Statistical data indicates large 
‘streams’ of forced migrants arriving 
in the ports of Sicily: Lampedusa, 
Porto Empedocle (Agrigento), Augs-
burg, Pozzallo, Messina, Palermo, 
Trapani. 
In 2015, 153,842  immigrants arrived 
in Sicily, 22,237 of whom were  
Nigerian. 4,937 were women and 
901 were unaccompanied minors. 
 
During the first five months of 2016, 
2,444 died or disappeared in the 
mediterranean sea and still the land-
ings continue. Their journey varies in  
duration from 2 weeks to a month. 
Along the way, migrants often pass 
from one trafficker to another be-
fore they arrive in Libya.   
Staying in Libya is one of the most 
painful aspects of the trip.  
 
While being held at the "connection 
house" awaiting departure for Eu-
rope, women often have to endure 
sexual violence, torture and psycho-
logical abuse.  
The Comboni sisters collaborate with 
many Religious institutions, Volun-
teers and State offices, to provide 
shelter and medical care to those 
most in need. They run a nightly 
street-outreach programme, which 
is well received. A key feature of 
their ministry is to try to be present 
at landings in the ports and visit the 
detention centres.  
More at www.renate-europe.net   
More at the members area , 
www.renate-europe.net  
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Monsignor Marcelo 

Sanchez Sorondo, Chan-

cellor of the Pontifical Acad-

emy of Sciences and Social 

Sciences at the Vatican, 

related the work of RENATE 

Members to Pope Francis’ 

emphasis on doing acts of 

Mercy and works similar to 

The Good Samaritan 

throughout this Jubilee Year 

of Mercy. 

He spoke to the members 

about the importance of 

collaboration in order to 

have a more powerful ca-

pacity in working to combat 

human trafficking.   

Mons. Sorondo spoke of the 

developing understandings 

which are leading to posi-

tive work on the part of the 

Santa Marta group. 
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ADDRESS OF POPE FRANCIS TO RENATE—7 Dec 2016 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,    

I extend a cordial welcome to you who are taking part in this sec-

ond Assembly of the Religious in Europe Networking against Traf-

ficking and Exploitation. I thank Sr. Imelda Poole for her kind words 

of greeting on your behalf and I offer my prayerful good wishes for 

the fruitfulness of these days of prayer, reflection and discussion. It 

is fitting that your Assembly takes place in Rome during this       

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.  

In this season of grace, all of us are invited to enter more deeply into the mystery of 

God’s mercy and, like the Good Samaritan, to bring the balm of that mercy to so many 

open wounds in our world. One of the most troubling of those open wounds is the 

trade in human beings, a modern form of slavery, which violates the God-given dignity 

of so many of our brothers and sisters and constitutes a true crime against humanity. 

While much has been accomplished in acknowledging its gravity and extent, much more 

needs to be done on the level of raising public consciousness and effecting a better co-

ordination of efforts by governments, the judiciary, law enforcement officials and social 

workers.  As you well know, one of the challenge to this work of advocacy, education 

and coordination, is a certain indifference and even complicity, a tendency on the part 

of many to look the other way (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 211)where powerful economic 

interests and networks of crime are at play. For this reason, I express my appreciation 

of your efforts to raise public awareness of the extent of this scourge , which especially 

affects women and children. But in a very special way, I thank you for your faithful wit-

ness to the Gospel of Mercy, as demonstrated in your commitment to the recovery and 

rehabilitation of victims. ‘’ Your activity in this area reminds us of ‘’the enormous and 

often silent efforts which have been made for many years by Religious congregations, 

especially women’s congregations….’   Full text at www.renate-europe.net  
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 Trafficking in women and children –  
a violation of Human Rights. 

Drawing upon ethnographic research (the scientific description of peoples and 
cultures with their customs, habits, and mutual differences)  and an analysis of 
356 in-depth interviews with women who had been under the control of 
traffickers, 2010 & 2013, Helena Maléno Garzón presented to the Assembly the 
realities for women and girls who became victims of cross-border trafficking 
from sub-Saharan Africa, during the long transit journeys. Working from the 
belief that human trafficking cannot be understood without the context of 
‘supply’ and ‘demand,’  Helena urged the group to attend to prevention and 
bring an end to   demand in the first place.    
Full paper at www.renate-europe.net  
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Loverboy Project– The 
Netherlands. 

RENATE Mem-
ber, retired 
police officer 
and Christian 
Pastor, Theo 
Hendricks, 
spoke to the 
Assembly 
about his 
work in hu-

man trafficking prevention and 
awareness-raising, in the face of 
public opposition and denial.       
Foundation Manna is based on 
Exodus 16,offering support to 
survivors on their journey. Foun-
dation Infernal Love focuses on 
the concept of ‘Loverboys’ and 
their victims.  
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To view a number of events from the RENATE 
2nd Assembly, Rome: log onto the RENATE    
YouTube  Channel: https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCk7AuWTnNXAx38LhatWKdpQ 
 1.       Live streaming of Opening Liturgies. 
 2.     Short film of the 2nd European Assembly of 
RENATE in Rome, 6th-12th November 2016, com-
piled by Sister Iva Kušikóvă. 
3.       Called to Give Voice to the Voiceless, (full 
film on RENATE) 
4.       BBC Radio York - Jonathan Cowap interview 
with Imelda Poole, 06 11 2016. 
Assembly Video Media: http://www.renate-
europe.net/assembly-video-media 
  

Dr. Anna Rowlands presents 

Theological Reflections at 

the RENATE Assembly, Rome.  

Dr. Anna Rowlands, in her address to 

the Assembly, said that Pope Francis’ 

contribution to the question of migra-

tion has been profound. His sermon in 

Lampedusa drew on the biblical story of Cain and Abel. 

He notes the first question which God asks humanity in 

the Scriptures: Cain, where is your brother? Pope Francis 

reminds us that we live in an age where the most vulner-

able become people without faces and names, disposa-

ble and consumable. This is the very opposite of the Cre-

ator-creature relationship, in which we are always called 

by name, always people with faces and names. Francis 

challenges us firstly to weep, to allow ourselves to be 

moved by the reality of forced migration and human 

trafficking, and then to act to restore human relations in 

which we come to feel that we are called by name.                         

Full text at www.renate-europe.net  

Shirley’S Story—a Survivor of Human trafficking 

“My name is Shirley Spanjer. I am 24 years and I come from Limburg, a province 
in the south of the Netherlands. I am living in the city of Geleen with my partner 
Peter and his two children, Dilann and Lia, and our dog Nova. I am a certified 
hairdresser but at the moment I work in a shop called ‘Action.’ I am here today 
because a few years ago I was in a relationship with a loverboy.  
In high school I have always been a bit of a naïve girl. I was bullied a lot because I 
had big eyes, more pimples than most and a brace for my teeth. For many people 
this seemed to be a reason to bully me. I ended up with very low self-esteem and 
a negative image of myself. It was at this time I met my ex-boyfriend at a birth-
day party at the house of friends of my parents. We had in instant ‘click.’ I felt it 
and he felt the same. He showed me this very clearly. He told me he was moving 
to my part of the country in a few weeks. Until then he lived in the city of Rotter-
dam. We met once in a while as we waited for him to be settled in his house 
here. We had a very good time, we went for a drink after our meetings and he 
dropped me off at the railway station…’’   
Full text at www.renate-europe.net  
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