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INTERVIEW FOR “KANA” FAMILY MAGAZINE 

ABOUT MODERN SLAVERY. (November 2015). 

 

1. What is RENATE? 

Sr Stanka: RENATE is an abbreviation for the organisation Religious in Europe Networking 

against Trafficking and Exploitation and was founded in 2009. RENATE members are 

religious and co-workers who work in all fields against trafficking in 24 countries throughout 

Eastern, Central and Western Europe. The main objective of RENATE is to eradicate human 

trafficking and exploitation of people. Members work on anti-trafficking issues (prevention, 

protection), provision of victim support through shelters (establishment, helping, 

volunteering), as well as campaigning and advocacy. Numerous education, awareness-raising, 

policy and advocacy, research and multicultural research initiatives all help us to achieve our 

main objective. 

In our work here in Croatia, we are trying to raise awareness among potential victims of 

human trafficking and we are trying to include different stakeholders (such as faithful 

communities, governmental institutions, civil society and social media) to collaborate with us 

in our work. We are trying to encourage the voiceless, the victims and those who are deprived 

of their rights, often seen to be ignored by society. We plan strategically in trying to share 

responsibilities and maintain our Network in solidarity with others, in our efforts to live out 

the Gospel values and the social teaching of the Church. 

 

2. You attended the Youth Symposium in Rome with young people who are 

working to eradicate modern slavery. How was it in Rome and what are the 

conclusions of the Symposium? 

Sr Stanka: In 2013 Pope Francis wrote to Msgr. Marcelo Sánchez Sorondo, Bishop 

Chancellor of the Pontifical Academies of Sciences and Social Sciences, emphasising the 

necessity for the Church to play its role in the eradication of human trafficking and trafficking 

in human organs. Since then, the Pontifical Academy has organised several symposia about 

these issues.  I attended the First Youth Symposium in 2014, where Pope Francis met us in 

support of our work and commitment. The second Youth Symposium took place on the 7
th

 

and 8
th

 of November 2015, in the Casina Pio IV in the Vatican City. The working group 

comprised of more than 70 youth and supporters, from 25 countries worldwide. Each person 

is working in the anti-trafficking field in their own communities, faculties, organisations and 

associations. Each member of the group made a unique contribution. Especially brave were 

the 5 victims of human trafficking who spoke about own experiences and ongoing recovery.  

A number of presenters shared their work experiences and examples of good practices. They 

spoke about modern-day slavery in their respective countries and their presentations were 

followed by group discussion. Through these presentations, we also heard about difficult and 

ongoing problems such as the position of Eritrean Refugees, the expropriation of body and 

emotions in a system of slavery, gender violence, the neoliberal deprivation of human rights, 

child prostitution, sexual abuse and sale of women and children and continuum of violence, 

access to justice.  

We learned much more about the importance of mobilising the corporate world, providing 

prevention and education activities as widely as possible and the need to rethink masculinity 

as we work to eradicate modern slavery. 

The ultimate goals and conclusions of this Symposium was the establishment of (a) a youth 

network and (b) discussion about creating a handbook about modern slavery and strategies.  
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3. What does modern slavery means? 

Sr Stanka: The criminal practice of human smuggling is connected to modern slavery 

because in some cases, it leads to different forms of exploitation of the smuggled persons.  

Modern slavery as defined in the Modern Slavery Act, UK,  encompasses bonded labour, debt 

bondage among migrant workers, forced (domestic) servitude, forced child labour, child 

soldiers, sexual exploitation of children, trafficking in organs, tissues and cells and human 

trafficking. In Article 4 of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in 

Human Beings, ‘’ Human trafficking shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of  threat or the use of force or other forms of 

coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of 

vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a 

person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation; exploitation shall 

include exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced 

labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.’’ 

 

4. Human trafficking includes the violation of fundamental human rights, such as the 

right to freedom and to human dignity, the right to freedom of movement, the right to 

decide and to choose, the right to equality, the right to life, work and education and the 

right to health. What are the most prevalent forms of human trafficking? Lately, 

surrogate motherhood has been mentioned as a form of human trafficking. 
 

Sr Stanka: The most prevalent forms of human trafficking are sexual and labour exploitation. 

There has been an increase in other more covert forms of modern slavery, such as bonded 

labour, debt bondage among migrant workers, forced servitude, forced child labour and child 

soldiers.  

Some civil society organisations identify the practise of surrogate motherhood as a new form 

of human trafficking. They believe that the child is threatened as a commercial product and 

the mother and her body are exploited in exchange for money or any other form of 

compensation. They are also linking surrogate motherhood to cases of forced prostitution and 

other criminal activities. 

 

5. How do you respond to the fact that women are mostly the victims of human 

trafficking (80%) and the number of child-victims of trafficking is increasing? 

Children are also exploited for example as workers in the textile industry. 

Sr Stanka: Women are most vulnerable because of the patriarchal social structures; they are 

seen to be objects of supply-demand. Also, the high rate of poverty and unemployment 

contributes to women and children being more vulnerable to traffickers, who take advantage 

of such circumstances. Lately, we are seeing an increase in the number of minors who are 

becoming victims of human trafficking.  

Of greatest risk are children who are victims of violence, neglected and abandoned children, 

children who are victims of abuse and all the children who are victims of war, crisis and 

natural disasters. Then there are the children of risky behaviour, children from marginalised 

communities and neighbourhoods who are at great risk.  In recent times, we are seeing 

increased risk factors for minors who are part of the planned migration by their parents which 

often sees unaccompanied children on dangerous migratory travel routes.    

Forced child labour is most common in Asia and in Africa, where schooling is not readily 

available or even forbidden, and so, children are often exploited on different plantations (such 

as cotton), in factories (associated with the textile and food industries) and in households.  
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It is a very positive development to see the UK Modern Slavery Act calling for transparency 

in the supply chains of some big UK companies, requiring them to report on actions they are 

taking to ensure their supply chains are slavery free. Similar antislavery practices and policies 

are required in some hotels in the USA. These examples of good practice are helping 

encourage the business world to take positive and significant action against human trafficking. 

 

6. How much is done on preventive activities in Croatia and elsewhere in Europe 

regarding the problem of human trafficking? Is the Catholic Church as an 

institution involved enough and what more can be done? 

 

Sr Stanka: The Catholic Church as an institution has the best structure in the world. Being 

very well organised and dispersed worldwide, the church has a unique opportunity and 

responsibility to speak out against modern slavery. Responsibility also rests with all those 

Catholics who are making many crucial decisions about human development.  

The most significant contribution continues to be made by Pope Francis. He does this through 

his various speeches (especially at the UN), in his Angelus, in catechesis, inscriptions and 

various other documents such as Evangelli Gaudium, Laudato Si´, Misericordiae Vultus etc. 

where he encourages commitment and co-operation amongst religious leaders, bishops, 

priests, women religious, men religious, representatives of relevant institutions and civil 

society organisations, scholarly researchers, members of governments, local Mayors and our 

youth, to combat slavery. There is also the Santa Marta Group of experts, who are involved in 

bringing strategic goals and influence to bear on changing laws and global politics. Pope 

Francis stresses the importance of working together in order to eradicate modern slavery and 

he reminds us to ensure we provide all the necessary help to the victims in the process of 

recovery.  

Furthermore, Talitha Kum – of which RENATE is a member- is the global network of the 

women religious from different congregations who are working to eradicate human 

trafficking. It is important to have educative-preventive activities where we can work 

continuously with vulnerable groups of people in society. Religious communities can organise 

educative workshops; youth associations can use social media in awareness-raising activities; 

we can encourage scholars to research and to study the issue of human trafficking and include 

it in school curricula. Through the exchange of knowledge, information and experiences, 

together we are helping in the areas of prevention and protection, in addition to providing 

assistance to the victims.  

In the Republic of Croatia, for instance, RENATE member Sr. Viktoria Šimić, a 

representative of the Croatian Conference of General Superiors (male and female) is currently 

very actively engaged in educative-preventive activities. 

This was the purpose of the Project ˝Raising Awareness of Religious Communities in Croatia 

of the issue of Human Trafficking (especially women), ˝ which inspired the religious to learn 

more about this issue and do something to eradicate it. Following the introduction of the 

project,   there is now an informal network of believers who are willing to help. The project 

has helped establish good cooperation between religious communities and the Office for 

Human Rights and the Rights of National Minorities of the Croatian Government, as well as 

with the Croatian Red Cross and social media outlets, for which we are most grateful.  

Of particular note are the contributions of the JRS (Jesuit Refugee Service) who are helping 

the refugees and migrants, many of whom are probably potential victims of human trafficking 

and smuggling.  

Certainly more effort and seriousness is required of religious communities in the approach to 

this issue that affects our country as well. I believe that the Church, as Pope Francis 

recommends in Misericordiae Vultus, in this Year of Mercy, will be called upon even more, 
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to heal these wounds, to assuage them with mercy and cure them with solidarity and vigilant 

care. 

 

7.  We are facing a migrant crisis, where lots of migrants are seeking asylum in 

Western European countries. Syria is a country where the issue of human 

trafficking is huge. It is a country where thousands of women from Indonesia, the 

Philipines and Somalia are smuggled and trafficked into prostitution and forced 

labour instead of working in households, as was promised them. Some 

international press reports state also that the refugees from Iran have been 

victims of human trafficking in Syria. Could this new migration of people from 

those countries drastically increase the issue of human trafficking? 

 

Sr Stanka: Every day we listen with concern for the issues of unsafe and forced migration. 

We must think and pray for a just and human resolution to the migrant crisis, a crisis affecting 

our country as well.  

We can see that policy decisions do not just happen; they are the result of some political 

process as a response (P. Collier) to a critical matter such as the migrant crisis. Migrants all 

around the world are essentially escaping from countries with dysfunctional social models (P. 

Collier). While life-threatening, expensive and risky, the only option is to travel without 

permission to the host country and try to evade physical restrictions (P. Collier). Migrants are 

faced with numerous and enormous risks, the greatest being the risk to smugglers (P. Collier). 

Sadly, many migrants become victims of smugglers. As believers, we are daily invited to 

break social prejudices such as ‘’migrant men cause problems’’, ‘’migrant women have 

problems,’’ ‘’migrants are a risk to the local labour market or security’’ (M. Schrover and W. 

Schinkel). It is my belief that we should conclude that all migrants are faced with risky and 

uncertain situations and futures and they all need our help and support.  

We need to express and to cherish humanitarian values of tolerance and hospitality. For sure 

migrants and host countries are going to struggle with alot of problems such as: housing, 

labour market, marriage regulation, cultural and religious convictions fundamentally different 

from the ˝home˝ population (M. Schrover and W. Schinkel) and also with the issues of 

exploitation and human trafficking. By observing the migrant crisis with human and religious 

eyes, with the eye of heart (`Ayn el-Qalb) and through doing good for the victims of human 

trafficking, for migrants and for all the needy, in helping them and showing them mercy, then 

we are following Jesus´ example of serving the poor, the marginalized, the sick, and the 

suffering.  

With Pope Francis’ encouragement (Misericordiae Vultus) especially in this Holy Year of 

Mercy, we look forward to the experience of opening our hearts to those living on the 

outermost fringes of society, fringes which modern society itself creates. We can console the 

poor,  proclaim liberty to those bound by new forms of slavery in modern society, restore 

sight to those who can see no more because they are caught up in themselves, and restore 

dignity to all those from whom it has been robbed. 

I have experienced God´s mercy volunteering in the refugee camp in Opatovac, with the 

Jesuit Refugee Service, where we as a youth-group, tried to minister the corporal and spiritual 

works of mercy to everyone. From the beginning of the migrant crisis in Croatia, JRS staff, 

volunteers and persons approved with international protection in the Republic of Croatia, 

started to help refugees and migrants in Zagreb, Opatovac and Slavonski Brod. With a 

mission to accompany, to serve and to advocate on behalf of refugees and other forcibly 

displaced persons, we provide assistance to asylum seekers and refugees who are 
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accommodated in the camps. We try to encourage refugees and to speak with them and play 

with their children. We also prepare and distribute food, clothing and footwear, blankets and 

other supplies. We assist in searching for separated members of families. We refer the 

migrants to physicians and to competent services. Above all we are a living witness to 

Christian love which we share amongst the refugees and camp employees. We see the 

importance of leaving the imprint of love and compassion in their hearts. 

In 1992 I too was a refugee during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In the first tired and 

tearful children´s eyes that I have met, I also recognised and remembered the personal fears 

and uncertainties that war has brought, in addition to the enormous losses. I am deeply 

sympathetic to the refugees and migrants.  

After the experience of volunteering with the JRS, once again I understood that I do not need 

to walk on water, that I do not have to be better than others, that I have nothing more than 

what anyone else has. What makes the difference are works by which I leave a trace of love in 

the hearts of others. 

 

Sr Stanka Oršolić was interviewed in November, 2015 with the interview published in 

December, 2015 in the Croatian Family Magazine KANA by Izidora Franić. 

 

 
 

 

English translation adapted by Anne Kelleher, RENATE Communications Person. 

 

 

 


